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DATE:  March 3, 2014 
 
FROM:  Annette Lareau, President  
 
RE:    Council Decision on Stored 1991-2009 ASA Editorial Office Materials 
 
ASA Council, which is the elected, representative body of the Association, met in 
Washington, DC on March 1st and 2nd. Among its major agenda items was the disposition 
of stored materials from ASA journal editorial offices during the approximately twenty 
years from 1991 to 2009. Council has received numerous emails as well as other input 
from members about this matter. (Please see the attached, detailed memo written by 
Sally T. Hillsman, Executive Officer, for background information on the boxes.) 
 
Council had a long, considered, and comprehensive discussion of the Association’s 
options for the 588 boxes of manuscripts, reviews, and editorial materials.  As the 
attached memo discusses in detail, the cost of scanning to create searchable PDF files is 
approximately $120,000 for the 10 - 15 tons of material.  After extensive discussion, 
Council passed a motion that invites interested parties to raise funds for the 
preservation of these documents; the motion also provides the time to raise these 
funds. Council elected only to authorize ASA funds for storage (as detailed below) and, if 
needed, shredding.  
 
Council passed two motions with regard to these stored materials.  
 
First, Council passed the following motion in regard to the future dispositions of the 
boxes: 

MOTION: ASA Council favors saving the data in the 588 boxes of incomplete 
ASA journal records from 1991-2009 for possible future research.  We 
acknowledge the desire of many members to have these records saved. We 
recognize, however, that there are large costs to digitizing the records into 
searchable PDF files, for which ASA has a bid for approximately $120,000.  We 
also recognize competing needs for Association funds, and our need to protect 
ASA’s financial health.  
 
Given these considerations,  
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1. Council hereby invites members desiring to save these materials to 
send contributions toward digitization to the ASA Executive Office, to be 
received by June 15, 2015. In order for a donation to be taken, the donor will 
need to sign a statement clarifying that the ASA Council retains authority to 
decide when and how the Association can provide access to the digitized 
records; 

2. Council affirms the principle that all research should abide by the 
code of ethics of the ASA; 

3. On or before October, 2015, the ASA Executive Office is instructed to 
begin digitizing as many of the records as possible with the funds on hand from 
(1) above;  until this date ASA will continue to pay storage on the boxes; 

4. If the funds from (1) above do not allow digitizing all the data with a 
vendor chosen by the ASA, the remaining materials will be shredded, with the 
ASA Executive Office deciding what to digitize, and with the ASA paying for 
shredding. Carried (12 yes, 1 no, 1 abstain) 
 

Second, Council would like to create a new policy with regard to the release of editorial 
materials going forward. Council realizes that there are complex issues involved. Of 
course, any future policies passed by Council will need to take into account the ASA 
Code of Ethics and Council members’ views on issues of confidentiality. Recognizing that 
there are members who have interests in this matter, Council passed the following 
motion:  

MOTION: ASA Council invites proposals from members about changes in 
Association policy for the retention of future editorial records. These policies 
should be proposed to the ASA Committee on Publications by July 30, 2014. 
Carried (14 yes, 0 no, 1 abstain) 
 

In addition, Council has previously agreed that the ASA Committee on Publications will 
carry out a survey of members on this matter. The Committee on Publications will 
consider the issue further in its meeting in August 2014 and, possibly, December 2014. 
 
This memo on the actions of Council is being sent to all sections of the ASA so that 
interested parties may have the most recent information possible. A mechanism to 
receive donations from interested parties will be established by the Executive Office by 
April 1, 2014.   
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