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Candidates 
for 2011 ASA 
Election

The American Sociological 
Association is pleased to 

announce the slate of candidates 
for ASA Officers, Committee 
on Committees, Committee on 
Nominations, and Committee on 
Publications. Ballots for the 2011 
ASA election will be mailed in early 
May 2010. The candidates are: 

President–Elect:
Rogelio Saenz, Texas A & M
Cecilia Ridgeway, Stanford 

University

Vice President–Elect:
Jennifer Glass, University of Iowa
Min Zhou, University of California-

Los Angeles

Council Election Slate:
Vilna Bashi-Treitler, CUNY-Baruch 

College
Charles Gallagher, La Salle 

University
Susan Silbey, MIT

The Social and Behavioral Sciences Look to 
the Future at COSSA Annual Meeting 
National science policy leaders 
provide updates to the social 
science community 

Dan Fowler,  
ASA Public Information Office

The National Science Foundation 
(NSF) Social, Behavioral and 

Economic (SBE) Sciences Directorate 
is looking to the future and is consid-
ering input from the SBE community 
about what the directorate should be 
doing in 10 years and how it might 
frame next generation research, an 
NSF official recently told Consortium 
of Social Science Associations 
(COSSA) members

Myron Gutmann, head of the 
SBE Sciences Directorate, made 
his comments at COSSA’s annual 
meeting in Washington, DC, on 
November 1, where he was one of 
several notable national science 
policy leaders who addressed the 
nearly 75 attendees. 

Gutmann said that his directorate 
sent a letter to the SBE community in 
August asking for people to submit 
white papers “proposing the future of 

SBE science.” That request for ideas 
closed in October; Gutmann’s team 
received 244 submissions from six 
countries and 41 states. 

“We wanted to move beyond the 
notion that what we think about is 
what people are proposing today 
or what we or the administration 
thinks is important for tomorrow,” 
Gutmann said. “We want to rec-
ognize that there’s been important 
scientific success in the last few 
years in a number of significant 
areas and we want to move into the 
notion that there are opportuni-
ties for new and robust data and 
multiple disciplinary data resources. 
We want to get to next generation 
science and we wanted cooperation 
with other disciplines.” 

The SBE Sciences Directorate has 
already started to review the diverse 
submissions, which came from the 
“citizen scientist to the Nobel Prize 
winner and pretty much everything 
in between,” said Gutmann, who 
shared some preliminary findings 
at the COSSA meeting. Some of 

New Department of Education Rules Raise 
Questions about “Quality” in Higher Ed 
Margaret Weigers Vitullo, ASA Academic 

and Professional Affairs Program

On October 29, 2010, the U.S. 
Department of Education 

released 13 new rules related to pro-
gram integrity and gainful employ-
ment in higher education. The new 
rules will go into effect on July 1, 
2011. A second set of rules that 
further define the gainful employ-
ment regulations will be released 
in early 2011 and go into effect in 
the summer of 2012. The lengthy 
negotiated rule-making process 
that was used in preparing the 
new rules has, according to Insider 
Higher Ed, resulted in “one of the 
most complex sets of regulations 
ever to be promulgated by the U.S. 
Department of Education.” 

The impetus for the new rules is 
the proliferation of for-profit institu-
tions of higher education, where 
students often have lower than 
average completion rates and higher 
than average student loan default 
rates. According to the Department 
of Education, the purpose of the new 
rules is “protecting students from 
aggressive or misleading recruit-
ing practices, providing customers 
with better information about the 
effectiveness of career college and 
training programs, and ensuring 
only eligible students or programs 
receive aid.” Consistent with their 
initial impetus, the most demanding 
rules, related to reporting comple-
tion rates and gainful employment 
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ASA to Move 2011 
Annual Meeting 
from Chicago
The ASA is moving its 2011 An-
nual Meeting from Chicago in 
response to a labor dispute involv-
ing hotels in the city, including 
those that had been scheduled 
to host the meeting. ASA Council 
voted unanimously to move the 
meeting from Chicago because 
ASA cannot guarantee that the 
facilities and environment neces-
sary for a successful meeting will 
be available. The Association is 
currently involved in negotia-
tions for an alternative site for the 
2011 Annual Meeting and will 
announce the new location soon. 
The meeting will still take place 
in mid August, though the exact 
dates may change slightly. The 
latest updates will appear on the 
ASA website <www.asanet.org>.

http://www.asanet.org/footnotes/dec10/index.html
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Things have certainly changed in 
Washington over the past two 

years. 
In the December 2008 edition of 

Footnotes I wrote, “There is a sense 
within the Washington beltway 
that the antagonism sometimes 
experienced by scientists and 
their findings from the 
current administration 
[Bush] will dissipate 
under Obama.” To some 
extent this has occurred, 
demonstrated by the 
Obama administration’s strong 
support for science—from propos-
ing large increases in funding to 
hosting a White House science 
fair. This early wave of support 
instilled a sense of relative comfort 
among the Washington science 
community.

This wave may have crashed on 
November 2. The science com-
munity is now beginning to gauge 
the importance of the mid-term 
election results that resulted in 
90+ new Republican members 
of the House of Representatives 
and six new Republican members 
of the Senate. These increases 
usher in Republican control in 
the House of Representatives and 
greater power in the Senate when 
the 112th Congress begins in 
January during an atmosphere of 
Republican emphases on budget 
cuts and tough oversight hearings 
(see article on page 7). 

What does this mean for sci-
ence funding and for the social 
sciences? While President Obama 
will likely continue to promote 
science, concerns have been raised 
about the willingness of the new 
Congress to follow his lead—espe-
cially with a budget crisis in full 
swing. Many in the new Congress 
were elected based on promises to 
resolve the budget crisis without 
raising tax revenue. While they 
look to cuts in the federal govern-
ment’s non-defense discretionary 
spending, this may prove to be a 
difficult task because non-defense 
discretionary spending represents 
approximately 17 percent of the 
federal budget. 

How does this translate to specific 
science programs? Some members 
have already begun proposing 
ideas about which programs should 
be cut, with likely targets identi-
fied as early as 2009. For instance, 
Minority Leader John Boehner 
(R-OH) (soon-to-be the Speaker of 

the House) along with 
Minority Whip Eric 
Cantor (R-VA) (soon-
to-be Majority Leader) 
publicly stated that they 
would cut science fund-

ing, specifically the National Science 
Foundation (NSF), to help cut the 
federal deficit. 

The National Science 
Foundation intends to spend 
$198 million next year [2010] 
on Behavioral and Cognitive 
Sciences (BCS) and Social and 
Economic Science (SES). Unlike 
NSF’s other hard science pro-
grams (such as engineering and 
biological sciences) these soft 
science programs are often more 
controversial and less directly 
related to NSF’s core mission. ....
Reducing spending for BCS and 
SES programs by 50% would 
save taxpayers $99 million next 
year [2010] and $495 million 
over five years.

Another idea circulating in 
Washington is returning funding for 
science programs to FY2008 levels. 
This would reduce science spending 
significantly—12 percent for NSF 
and 5 percent for NIH.

In addition to budgetary issues, 
the new Congressional leadership 
is already announcing enhanced 
oversight hearings, many focusing 
on federally-supported research 
grants. Some NSF grants have 
already been identified, by name 
alone, as “fleece,” including the 
“Study of the Archives of Andean 
Knotted-String Records: The 
Khipu Database Project” and “The 
Cultural Politics of Fair Trade 
Coffee: Commodifying Social 
Justice, and Social Relationships 
and Reproductive Strategies of 
Phayre’s Leaf Monkeys.” If these 
hearings were to become media 
darlings, and identified as illustra-

tions federal spending waste, this 
could negatively impact science 
funding.

Representative Cantor already 
has a website that urges the public 
to make its own budgetary cuts 
(republicanwhip.house.gov/
YouCut/Review.htm). This site 
could give Congress the necessary 
cover to cut programs important to 
the social sciences.

Current Status
Congress was unable to approve 

new spending levels before 
the 2011 budget year began on 
October 1, so the federal gov-
ernment is currently operating 
on 2010 spending levels under 
a Continuing Resolution (CR). 
Typically a CR is used to allow 
Congress and the administration 
time to make final changes to the 
appropriations bills. However, this 
year, it appears that the current 
111th Congress will not be able 
to make final changes before the 
end of 2010, thereby extending 
the CR into the 112th Congress. 
If this happens, an effort may be 
made to extend the CR for the 
entire FY 2011, essentially freez-
ing spending in FY 2011 at the FY 
2010 level. This may be the best 
possible option for the science 
community, because flat-level 
spending would be better than 
spending cuts.

With the highly disparate views 
of the President, the House, and 
the Senate, one wonders if it will 
be possible to reach agreement on 
science funding at all, or whether 
even worse funding gridlock will 
characterize the 112th Congress.

What is the ASA doing?
As a founding member, the ASA 

works closely with the Consortium 
of Social Science Organizations 
(COSSA). For nearly 30 years 
COSSA has worked to advance 
the social and behavior sciences. 
COSSA was formed in 1981 when 
President Reagan’s FY 1981 budget 
called for an 80 percent cut in social 
and behavior sciences at NSF. In 
terms of FY 2012, COSSA leader-
ship has already met to discuss 

options and programs for the 
coming year. Key social science 
allies have been engaged, plans 
for Capitol Hill briefings have 
begun, and letters have been sent 
to important legislators. Through 
ASA’s Department of Public Affairs 
and Public Information (PA/PI), the 
Association will be actively engaged 
in these efforts.

What can ASA members do?
While ASA leadership will be 

working in Washington to advance 
the social and behavioral sciences, 
members can make their views 
known to elected officials. This is 
a fundamental right and essen-
tial to the future of social science 
funding. Members can send letters, 
make phone calls, and/or meet 
with elected officials. If elected 
officials do not hear from you they 
will not have a clear picture of 
what social scientists care about. 
It will be too late if we assume that 
someone else will speak up. If you 
need clarification about a science 
funding or science policy issue 
you hear about that you might 
want to respond to, contact Brad 
Smith, ASA’s new Director of PA/
PI (bsmith@asanet.org).

Most members of Congress do 
not have the scientific or social sci-
ence background necessary to make 
informed complex decisions. But 
they do want to be more informed, 
and they want to know their con-
stituents opinions.

As sociologists and allied 
professionals, we work every day 
to improve the understanding of 
the world around us and enhance 
our nation’s quality of life. This is a 
professional responsibility. We also 
have a civic responsibility—to share 
our knowledge to influence poli-
cies and programs that profoundly 
impact the public and our profes-
sion. 

Science in the new Congress 

Sally T. Hillsman is 
the Executive Officer 
of ASA. She can be 
reached by email at 
executive.office@
asanet.org. 

http://republicanwhip.house.gov/YouCut/Review.htm
http://republicanwhip.house.gov/YouCut/Review.htm
mailto:bsmith@asanet.org
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American Human Development 
Project issues updated GDP 
alternative 

The American Human 
Development Project 

(see the February 2010 
Footnotes), a nonpartisan 
initiative that seeks to 
move beyond the GDP as a mea-
sure of well-being, recently released 
The Measure of America 2010-2011: 
Mapping Risks and Resilience. 
Published in November, the report is 
the latest update to the groundbreak-
ing American Human Development 
(HD) Index, first introduced in The 
Measure of America 2008-2009. An 
alternative measure of well-being and 
opportunity, calculated from official 
government data, the American 
HD Index measures the three basic 
building blocks of a good life—health, 
education, and income. Index scores 
enable a ranking of the 50 U.S. states, 
435 congressional districts, major 

racial and ethnic groups, men and 
women, and also allow for the track-

ing of progress over time. 
The report presents strong 
evidence that the capabili-
ties a person has going into 
a crisis—ranging from 
a financial downturn to 
a man-made or natural 

disaster—strongly determine how fast 
he or she can recover. It concludes 
with recommendations for boosting 
the American HD Index scores and 
enabling those left behind to realize 
their full potential. For more informa-
tion on The Measure of America 2010-
2011: Mapping Risks and Resilience, 
visit <www.measureofamerica.org>. 

President Obama announced 
an initiative to expand STEM 
education  

As part of his “Educate to Innovate” 
campaign to boost American student 
achievement in science and math 
over the next decade—so that the 

United States can compete in the 
global marketplace—President Obama 
announced the launch of Change 
the Equation in September. A new 
non-profit organization, Change the 
Equation, is a CEO-led response by 
the business community to Obama’s 
“call to action,” at the National 
Academy of Sciences in spring 2009, 
for all Americans to join the cause of 
elevating science, technology, engi-
neering, and math (STEM) education 
as a national priority essential to meet-
ing the economic challenges of this 
century. Within a year, the expectation 
is that Change the Equation will repli-
cate successful privately-funded pro-
grams in 100 high-need schools and 
communities. These efforts include 
allowing more students to engage in 
robotics competitions, improving 
professional development for math 
and science teachers, increasing the 
number of students that take and pass 
rigorous Advanced Placement math 
and science courses, augmenting the 

number of teachers who enter the pro-
fession with a STEM undergraduate 
degree, and providing new opportuni-
ties to traditionally underrepresented 
students and underserved communi-
ties. Change the Equation will also 
create a state-by-state “scorecard” to 
highlight areas for state-level improve-
ment, and help companies increase 
the impact of their own engagement 
in STEM education. President Obama 
has identified three overarching priori-
ties for STEM education, necessary for 
laying a new foundation for America’s 
future prosperity: Increasing STEM 
literacy so all students can think criti-
cally in science, math, engineering, 
and technology; improving the quality 
of math and science teaching so 
American students are no longer out-
performed by those in other nations; 
and expanding STEM education and 
career opportunities for underrepre-
sented groups, including women and 
minorities. For more information, see 
<www.changetheequation.org/>. 

Ashley C. Rondini,  
ASA Congressional Fellow

Concern regarding the conse-
quences of “bullying” in schools 

is not new. The Department of 
Education’s Office of Safe and Drug-
Free Schools issued statements 
regarding the harmful impact of 
bullying as early as 2001. However, 
recent mainstream media focus on 
the suicides of several young people 
who were victimized by “bully-
ing” at the hands of their peers has 
resulted in an unprecedented degree 
of public discourse on the subject. 

The Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) has 
developed a “Stop Bullying Now” 
Campaign, which includes online 
resources for students, parents, 
and educators. The HHS literature 
describes bullying as “verbal or 
physical harassment that occurs 
repeatedly over time, that is 
intended to cause harm, and that 
involves an imbalance of power 
between the child who bullies and 
the child who is bullied.” Similarly, 
in his keynote address at the 
Department of Education’s (DOE) 

first-ever “Bullying Summit,” held 
in August of this year, Secretary of 
Education Arne Duncan character-
ized “bullying” in the following way:

“Bullying is deliberate. The 
bully wants to hurt someone. 
Bullying is usually repeated, 
with the bully targeting the 
same victim again and again—
and the bully takes advantage 
of an imbalance of power by 
picking victims that he or she 
perceives are vulnerable.”

For many of the young people 
whose experiences of being bullied 
led to suicide, the vulnerability for 
which they were repeatedly targeted 
was not perceived arbitrarily. 
Rather, the power imbalances 
characterizing these peer group 
interactions often reflected broader 
socio-political dynamics of hetero-
normative privilege and oppression.

Federal Anti-Bullying Efforts
The U.S. House Subcommittee on 

Healthy Families and Communities, 
chaired by Representative Carolyn 
McCarthy (D-NY), has convened 

two congressional hearings address-
ing bullying issues during the 110th 
Congress. The first, in July of 2009, 
titled “Strengthening School Safety 
through the Prevention of Bullying,” 
highlighted the dangers of bully-
ing for children’s health and safety 
and urged educational institutions 
to better respond to these incidents. 
The subsequent hearing, “Ensuring 
Student Cyber Safety,” in June of 2010, 
emphasized the unique potential for 
harm constituted by the use of social 
networking and electronic commu-
nication technologies to bully, harass, 
threaten, and humiliate targeted 
individuals in ways that can become 
highly visible and widely distributed 
almost instantaneously. Earlier this 
year, Congresswoman McCarthy 
introduced the Safe Schools Against 
Violence in Education (SAVE) Act 
to call for increased institutional 
accountability and more consistent 
reporting regarding bullying in 
schools. If passed, the SAVE Act 
would legally define bullying and 
cyber-bullying in the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act for the first 
time, allowing federal funds to be used 

for anti-bullying program initiatives. 
In October, the Department of 

Education’s (DOE) Office of Civil 
Rights outlined the legal obligations 
of schools to address discriminatory 
acts against students based on the 
federally protected traits or classes of 
“race, color, national origin, sex, and 
disability.” The Department encour-
aged education professionals to pro-
actively protect all students against 
experiencing a “hostile environment” 
in which to learn. During the recent 
summit, Secretary Duncan said, “It is 
an absolute travesty of our educa-
tional system when students fear for 
their safety at school, worry about 
being bullied, or suffer discrimination 
and taunts because of their ethnicity, 
religion, sexual orientation, disability, 
or a host of other reasons.” 

The DOE’s statement also pointed 
out that many schools have enacted 
anti-bullying policies that prohibit 
discriminatory acts based on reli-
gion and sexual orientation, despite 
not being specifically obligated to do 
so under current federal civil rights 
laws. The distinction between those 

The Necessity and Insufficiency of Policy-Based Responses: 
“Bullying” and Anti-Gay Bigotry 

science policy

Continued on next page
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Emilio Castilla, MIT
David Brunsma, University of 

Missouri-Colombia
David Embrick, Lloyola University
Monica Prasad, Northwestern 

University
Amanda Lewis, Emory University
Anita Garey, University of 

Connecticut

Committee on Nominations:
Hung Cam, Thai Pamona College
Neil Gross, University of British 

Columbia
Edward Muguia, Texas A&M 

University
Mignon Moore, University of 

California-Los Angeles
John Iceland, Penn State University
Jen’nan Read, Duke University

Guilleramina Jasso, New York 
University

Karyn Lacy, University of Michigan
Michael Flaherty, Eckerd College
Karen Pyke, University of 

California-Riverside
Lynne Haney, New York University 
Nilda Flores-Gonzalez, University 

of Illinois-Chicago
Susan Bell, Bowdoin College
Ted Gerber, University of 

Wisconsin-Madison
Rebecca Clark, National Institute 

of Child Health and Human 
Development

Committee on Publications:
Marlese Durr, Wright State 

University
James Jasper, Graduate Center 

CUNY
Bandana Purkayastha, University of 

Connecticut

Steve Vallas, Northeastern 
University

Committee on Committees:
At Large 
David Shulman,  

Lafayette College
Ann Morning, New York 

University 
Alyra Guseva, Boston University
Carla Shedd, Columbia University

2-Year School
Cenate Pruitt, Gainesville State 

College
Crystal Starr, Jackson Community 

College
Amanda Damarin, Georgia 

Perimeter College

MA-Granting Schools
Jyoti Puri, Simmons College
Daniel Chambliss. Hamilton 

College

The elected members of the 
Committee on Nominations pre-
pared most of the slates of candi-
dates for the 2011 election; the slate 
of candidates for the Committee 
on Nominations was prepared by 
Members-at-Large of the ASA 
Council. Petitions supporting addi-
tional candidates for the offices of 
President-Elect, Vice President-Elect, 
and Secretary must be signed by at 
least 100 voting members of the asso-
ciation; petition candidates for other 
positions must receive the support-
ing signatures of at least 50 voting 
members. All petitions must arrive 
by January 31, 2010. In order to be 
eligible to vote in the 2011 election, 
you must renew your membership by 
March 31. If you have any questions 
about the slate of candidates or the 
petition process, e-mail governance@
asanet.org or call (202) 383-9005. 

Election
from Page 1

“categories” of identification that are 
federally protected by current civil 
rights laws, and those which are not, 
holds significant implications for the 
sociological dimensions of the issue 
of bullying. As sociologists, critical 
analyses of the interaction between 
structural conditions, existing rela-
tions of power, normative cultural 
orientations, and micro-level experi-
ences scaffold our understandings of 
how the social world works. 

Though variably framed as a pub-
lic health risk, an educational equity 
issue, and/or a child safety threat, 
bullying is fundamentally about 
power. Bullying involves the micro-
level enactment of abusive behavior 
that is intended to demonstrate the 
bully’s capacity to verbally, socially, 
or physically overpower the victim. 
In each of the tragic stories of youth 
suicide recently portrayed in the 
media, the damaging impact of bul-
lying, whether online or in school, 
constituted a poignant example of 
what Mills would refer to as indi-
vidual level “troubles.” However, the 
anecdotal accounts of how ongoing 
victimization at the micro-level 
of their peer-group interactions 
preceded the suicides of these young 
people reveal patterns with regard to 
the societal-level issues of normative 
power relations that they reflect.

Homophobia and Bullying
Although not in all cases, the 

experiences precipitating the 
suicides of many of the youth in 
these stories involve being repeat-
edly targeted on the basis of their 
actual or perceived membership 
in the LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer) 
community. Families, educational 
professionals, community leaders, 
counselors, and even celebrity advo-
cates, have met these incidents with 
outreach efforts to assure young 
people that their lives are of value, 
and that their social experiences 
will “get better” as they grow older. 
However, these messages of hope 
and support are received amidst the 
explicitly mixed cultural messages 
regarding the degree to which 
LGBTQ Americans are “entitled” 
to the same rights, privileges, and 
protections that others are assumed 
to deserve. While victimization 
by harmful peer group bullying 
is not exclusive to LGBTQ youth, 
the normalized heterosexism of 
the broader society contextual-
izes these students’ experiences 
of anti-gay bullying in significant 
ways. Homophobic bullying occurs 
against the backdrop of ongoing, 
hegemonic complicity with the 
macro-level oppression of LGBTQ 
Americans, as is reflected in the 
persistent lack of federal protections 

against anti-gay discrimination in 
multiple aspects of social life.

Young people who are targeted 
for homophobic bullying still live 
in a society that accommodates 
anti-gay bigotry in many of its insti-
tutional practices and normative 
conventions. While the Matthew 
Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate 
Crimes Prevention Act, signed into 
law by President Obama in October 
2009, included an unprecedented 
federal inclusion of “sexual ori-
entation” and “gender identity” as 
protected categories, the scope of 
these protections is limited to the 
investigation and prosecution of 
criminal acts based on discrimina-
tory motives. While it may not be 
socially acceptable to encourage 
anti-gay violence per se, there is a 
relatively wide margin within which 
anti-gay rhetoric, in all but the most 
vitriolic of its forms, is still framed 
as a legitimate difference of philoso-
phy or opinion in American culture. 
When visible public figures unapol-
ogetically espouse homophobic/
heterosexist ideologies couched in 
terms of “moral” values, their words 
and actions sanction the discrimi-
natory processes through which 
members of the LGBTQ community 
are “othered” and marginalized. 

When a student is held account-
able for any form of bullying, 
the “teachable moment” is one 
of civility that affirms the educa-

tional institution’s commitment 
to fostering a respectful and safe 
learning environment. Nonetheless, 
policy-based approaches to shaping 
student behavior within institu-
tional settings may be limited in the 
extent to which they can counteract 
the influence of hegemonic ideology 
on a young person’s perception 
of broader social relations. In the 
absence of civil rights protections 
against discrimination on the basis 
of sexual orientation and gender 
identity in eligibility for mili-
tary service, marriage, adoption, 
employment, and other aspects 
of social life, institutional efforts 
to convince students that they are 
obliged to treat each other as equals 
pose inherent contradictions. When 
young people enact homophobic 
bullying behaviors in classrooms 
and on social networking sites, they 
can easily find ideological “valida-
tion” for their aggressions; the 
broader culture’s persistent normal-
ization of anti-gay rhetoric is likely 
to have already shaped their beliefs 
regarding who is a “legitimate” 
target for hostility. In such cases, the 
arguably bigger “teachable moment” 
regarding equity, fairness, and social 
justice may be undermined by the 
fact that the imbalances of power 
underlying incidents of anti-gay 
bullying correspond to those of the 
institutional and cultural contexts 
within which they occur. 

Bullying
from Page 3 
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This is the first “how to” in an occaisional column

How to . . . Access your online ASA journals

Members’ access to their online ASA journals is now available in the regular 
member portal. ASA journal subscriptions include access to the full avail-

able archive of issues from ASA’s publishing partners (e.g., if you subscribe to the 
American Sociological Review in 2011, you will get access to all ASR issues from 
2004 forward). And, if you subscribe to two or more journals, you will receive online 
access to all ASA journals!

1. Log in at <www.asanet.org> using your ASA ID and password (see Image 1).

Image 1

Image 2

2. Once logged in to the member portal, click on “Access your online journals” in the menu on 
the left (under ASA Journals) (see Image 2).

Image 3 

3. A new window will open up with clickable (hypertext) titles for each journal to which you 
have access, including journals published by any sections you have joined. Click on a journal 
title to browse the full-text version of that journal. (see Image 3). 

Image 4

4. You can access the current issue, or click on “All Issues” to navigate to a specific issue in the 
archive. (see Image 4)

Image 5

5. Articles (and other content) are available in a variety of formats, including .html and .pdf. 
There are also quick links to the abstract, reprint permissions, citation marking, RSS feeds, 
and e-mail alerts. (see Image 5)

As long as you are browsing journals published for ASA by a single publisher, you do 
not have to return to the list of journals for access. However, if you wish to switch to 
another publisher’s platform, you will need to “toggle” back to the member portal 
menu to open a new list of journals. 

In 2011, ASA’s publishing partners, and the journals they print and distribute to ASA 
members, are:

SAGE: 
•	 American	Sociological	Review
•	 Contemporary	Sociology
•	 Contexts*
•	 Journal	of	Health	and	Social	Behavior
•	 Social	Psychology	Quarterly
•	 Society	and	Mental	Health	(Mental 

Health section)
•	 Sociology	of	Education
•	 Teaching	Sociology

Wiley-Blackwell:
•	 City	&	Community	(Community and 

Urban Sociology section)
•	 Sociological	Methodology
•	 Sociological	Theory

*Note that access to Contexts in 2010 is provided by the University of California Press.

If you need additional information on how to subscribe or to access your journals, 
e-mail membership@asanet.org. 

http://www.asanet.org
mailto:membership@asanet.org
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for program alumni, only apply to 
proprietary institutions, but many 
other rules announced by the 
Department of Education apply to 
public and private colleges. 

Together, the rules represent a 
new level of federal involvement 
in shaping higher education. They 
also raise questions about the role 
of accreditation and peer review as 
the traditional means of assuring 
quality and integrity at the post-
secondary level. 

Rules Affecting Non-Profit 
Institutions

Many of the new regulations will 
need to be implemented at the insti-
tutional level—for example, colleges 
and universities may not pay recruit-
ers based on the number of students 
they enroll, and if students without 
a high school diploma are admit-
ted, they must determine that those 
students have the ability to benefit 
from their program according to 
new stricter rules. Other regulations 
have implications for practices at the 
department or program level. 

One of the rules that could 
impact departments and programs 
regards prohibition of “any false, 
erroneous, or misleading statement” 
in marketing, advertising, recruit-
ing, or admissions. The misrepre-
sentation rule specifically mentions 
inaccurate statements regarding 
program accreditation, transfer 
credit, and preparation for licensure 
as examples, but also includes lan-
guage broad enough to potentially 
apply to information about program 
content, course offerings, and ben-
efits to graduates. 

A second rule that could impact 
departments requires a “structured 
and consistent approach to evaluat-
ing a student’s academic work” in 
order to ensure that all students 
who receive federal financial aid 
are making satisfactory academic 
progress. This could lead to a new 
level of scrutiny of individual course 
syllabi by college administrators and 
accreditors to be sure that the crite-
ria and process by which grades will 
be determined are clearly stated. 

A third rule establishes a stan-
dard definition for credit hour as 
the equivalent of one hour of class 
time (not necessarily ‘seat time’) 

plus two hours of out-of-class study. 
Accreditors have been instructed 
to examine whether an institution’s 
assignment of credit hours for spe-
cific courses follows this definition. 

A fourth rule allows students to 
use federal financial aid to cover the 
cost of re-taking a course, even if they 
passed the course the first time. This 
new regulation will allow students 
who passed a remedial course with a 
low grade to take the course again. It 
will also make it possible for students 
to complete two credit-bearing 
internships or two research practica 
that have the same catalog number. 

Finally, a fifth rule states that Pell 
Grant funds, which are awarded 
to the neediest students, must be 
dispersed within seven days of the 
start of the term. The Department 
of Education hopes that this will 
address the problem of students 
not receiving their financial aid in 
time to buy the books and supplies 
needed for their courses. 

Who Determines Quality in 
Higher Education? 

In specifying procedures that, in 
some cases, impact the day-to-day 
program-level delivery of higher 
education, these new regulations 
may represent an attempt to shift 
the federal government’s role in the 
determining standards of quality in 
higher education. Determination 
of standards and quality in higher 
education generally takes place 
through interactions among three 
sets of actors: accrediting bodies, 
state governments, and the federal 
government. The 1952 the Veterans 
Readjustment Act required that the 
federal government begin publish-
ing a list of recognized accredit-
ing associations, and, in 1965, the 
Higher Education Act established 
the process by which accrediting 
associations could receive federal 
recognition. The federal government 
does not directly accredit individual 
institutions or programs; rather, it 
recognizes the authority of specific 
voluntary non-governmental 
organizations to do so. Within the 
U.S. Department of Education, the 
National Advisory Committee on 
Institutional Quality and Integrity 
(NACIQI) is charged with determin-
ing which accrediting organizations 
will receive recognition. A recent 
study by the Council for Higher 
Education Accreditation indicates 

that, at the state level, oversight 
of higher education takes a wide 
variety of forms, although accredita-
tion plays an important role in all 50 
states’ decision-making processes. 

In short, in the triad defined 
by accreditors, state governments, 
and the federal government, it is 
accreditors who have historically 
taken the largest role in defining the 
operational criteria for institutional 
quality and evaluating whether those 
criteria are satisfied. Accreditors 
generally use volunteers from other 
institutions and programs to con-
duct accreditation reviews. A shift 
toward greater federal involvement 
in directly defining quality and stan-
dards could be viewed as a shift away 
from peer review, a concept that lies 
at the heart of higher education.

Higher Education’s Social 
Contract

In the 2009 Association of 
American Colleges and Universities 
report, The Future of the 
Professoriate: Academic Freedom, 
Peer Review, and Shared Governance, 
Neil W. Hamilton and Jerry G. Gaff 
describe a social contract that exists 
between academic professionals 
and society. They argue that society 
grants professors and the institutions 
where they work a level of freedom 
for self-regulation far beyond most 
other social sectors because of the 
vital role they have in the creation 
and dissemination of knowledge and 
the unique qualifications necessary 
for determining quality within that 
realm. In turn, colleges and universi-
ties accept the duty to engage in 
rigorous peer review and shared 
governance. 

In the second part of the report, 
Gaff explains that this traditional 

social contract is being challenged 
by a variety of factors such as: 
the emergence of for-profit and 
internet-based institutions; an 
increasing emphasis on student 
learning as perhaps the central 
activity of higher education; 
increases in contingent faculty; and 
new pedagogical practices includ-
ing interdisciplinary studies, service 
learning, and a new emphasis on 
the practical application of abstract 
learning. At the same time, faculty 
are increasingly reluctant to par-
ticipate in college and university 
governance structures, resistant to 
assessment, and hesitant to include 
contingent and interdisciplinary 
faculty in peer review. 

According to Gaff, higher educa-
tion must respond to the rapidly 
changing context of higher educa-
tion by adapting the peer review 
and shared governance system to 
take into account the changing real-
ity of higher education. If this fails 
to occur, he fears the autonomy of 
academic professionals will erode. 

The U.S. Department of 
Education’s new rules may not, 
in themselves, represent a major 
erosion of autonomy in higher 
education, but they do indicate an 
additional level of federal involve-
ment in shaping higher education. 
Education Secretary Arne Duncan 
has asked NACIQI, which met in 
Washington, DC, on December 2-4, 
2010, to develop a set of recommen-
dations in preparation for the 2013 
renewal of the Higher Education 
Act, including suggestions for 
how to alter the current system of 
accreditation in response to calls 
for more accountability regarding 
standards and quality in higher 
education. 

Higher Education
from Page 1
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Election Recap: What It Means for the Social Sciences 
A focus on deficit reduction will lead to challenges to federal support for the social sciences 

Howard J. Silver, Consortium of Social 
Science Associations

The Republican recapture of the 
House of Representatives in 

November and the Washington 
policy community’s focus on 
deficit reduction will likely lead 
to significant challenges for social 
science funding in the next two 
years. 

With the election, the 
Republicans retook the major-
ity in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Needing 39 
seats to reclaim power, they 
won over 60 seats to give them 
a margin of 242 to 192 (one 
race is still too close to call). 
On the Senate side, Republicans 
picked up six seats to narrow the 
Democratic margin from 59-41 
to 53-47.

The new majority in the House 
believes that the election provided 
a mandate to change the course of 
policy from extending the Bush-
era tax cuts, repealing health care 
reform, and cutting federal spend-
ing. Another concern is the capac-
ity of the new majority to attack 
science it doesn’t like from climate 
change to social and behavioral 
research. 

Exacerbating the difficulties 
for the social sciences in the new 
112th Congress is the loss of key 
supporters to retirement such 
as Rep. Brian Baird (D-WA), 
who promoted and defended 
these sciences in committee and 
on the floor; Rep. David Obey 
(D-WI), chair of the House 
Appropriations Committee; and 
Rep. Vern Ehlers (R-MI), who 
also defended our sciences on the 
House floor. The defeat of Sen. 
Arlen Specter (D-PA) removes 
a strong champion of NIH from 
the Congress. The defeat of 
Rep. Alan Mollohan (D-WV), 
who chaired the Commerce, 
Justice, Science Appropriations 
Subcommittee, also shrinks the 
supporters of spending for the 
National Science Foundation 
(NSF), the Census Bureau, and 
other agencies in that panel’s 
jurisdiction.

Reductions in NSF Support for 
Social Sciences

The shift in the House will bring 
new leaders to the chamber and 
a new chairman to the commit-
tees and subcommittees. Rep. 
John Boehner (R-OH) ascends 
to the Speakership and Rep. Eric 
Cantor (R-VA) will be the Majority 
Leader. In June 2009, Boehner and 
Cantor sent a letter to President 
Obama outlining their prescription 
for reducing the deficit. Among its 
recommendations was to “Refocus 
the National Science Foundation 
on Hard Sciences” (See the Vantage 
Point column in this issue).

Also in the Republican House 
playbook is a plan to take agency 
appropriations back to FY 2008 
levels. This would result in a 
reduction of 18 percent in NSF 
funding and about nine per-
cent in funding for the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH). Smaller 
agencies will also feel the sting 
of the proposal. The Bureau of 
Justice Statistics, which recently 
received significant increases to 
help revitalize the National Crime 
Victimization Survey, would see its 
budget go from $60 million back 
to $34 million. 

The Republicans have also 
encouraged citizens to review 
NSF grants to determine which 
are unworthy. See <www.youtube.
com/watch?v=LSYTS-nRt4o> to 
view this attempt to undermine 
peer review.

New Committee Leadership
Congress conducts much of its 

work in committees. Rep. Ralph 
Hall (R-TX), who has served 
as Ranking Member as both a 
Democrat and Republican, will 
finally Chair the Science and 
Technology (S&T) Committee. 
This panel has jurisdiction over 
the NSF. Attempts to reauthorize 
the agency in the comprehensive 
America COMPETES legislation 
in the current Congress are likely 
to fail. A new version of America 
COMPETES is unlikely, but a 
separate NSF authorization bill 
may come up for consideration. 

In announcing his desire to 

run the panel, Hall said, “We 
must also conduct strong over-
sight over this Administration 
in key areas including climate 
change, scientific integrity, energy 
research and development (R&D), 
cybersecurity, and science educa-
tion.” The S&T panel through 
its Investigations and Oversight 
Subcommittee will scrutinize 
many programs, among them will 
be grants awarded by NSF deemed 
questionable by the Committee. 
Expect some of them to be in the 
social and behavioral sciences.

The Appropriations 
Committees make the actual 
spending decisions for the agen-
cies. As noted above, current 
chairman Rep. Obey (D-WI) has 
retired. The three key contend-
ers to replace Obey, Rep. Jerry 
Lewis (R-CA), Rep. Harold Rogers 
(R-KY), and Rep. Jack Kington 
(R-GA), all tried to demonstrate 
to the leadership during inter-
views for the position that they 
could cut more spending.

At the Commerce, Justice, 
Science Subcommittee, which 
has jurisdiction over funding for 
the National Science Foundation, 
Census Bureau, Bureau of 
Economic Analysis, National 
Institute of Justice, and Bureau of 
Justice Statistics, Rep. Frank Wolf 
(R-VA) is likely to take the reins.

At the Labor, Health and Human 
Services Subcommittee, which has 
jurisdiction over NIH, CDC, the 
Department of Education, and the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, with 
current Ranking Republican Todd 
Tiahrt (KS) leaving the Congress, 
the identity of the new chairman is 
uncertain. Maneuvering for other 
Subcommittee leadership positions 
will continue as the new majority 
figures out where to put people.

Rep. Paul Ryan (R-WI), who 
has issued a manifesto, “Roadmap 
for America’s Future,” on how to 
reduce the federal budget, will lead 
the House Budget Committee. 
Rep. Jon Kline (R-MN) will take 
over the Education and Labor 
Committee. Kline will now have 
the lead in the reauthorization of 
the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act. And, Rep. Darrell 
Issa (R-CA) will become chair-
man of the Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee. 
This panel has jurisdiction over 
the Census Bureau as well as the 
ability to investigate the Obama 
Administration, which Issa has 
vowed to do with a vengeance. In 
the past, Issa has also challenged 
research grants awarded by the 
NIH, especially those investigat-
ing sexual behavior. Another 
concern is whether the Republican 
National Committee’s call to make 
the American Community Survey 
voluntary will get translated into 
legislation.

On the Senate side, there will be 
considerably fewer changes. Sen. 
Harry Reid (D-NV), fresh from 
his reelection victory, and Sen. 
Richard Durbin (D-IL) lead the 
majority. Sen. Mitch McConnell 
(R-KY) and Sen. Jon Kyl (R-AZ) 
lead the GOP faction. 

As mentioned in this issue’s 
Vantage Point, the social sci-
ence community will have to 
remain vigilant to challenges to its 
funding, research, and scientific 
worthiness. COSSA has a number 
of vehicles to help. The Coalition 
to Protect Research (CPR), co-
chaired by COSSA, is a group of 
societies across all the sciences 
committed to protecting the integ-
rity of peer review <www.cossa.
org/CPR/cpr.shtml>. In addition, 
COSSA is working with the rest 
of the science community and the 
higher education community to 
demonstrate the importance of 
the social sciences to the future 
economic and security of the 
country. We hope you will help 
us continue to make that case. If 
you have examples of federally 
funded social science research or 
programs that have had a strong 
positive impact on society, please 
send them to public.affairs@
asanet.org.
Howard J. Silver is the Executive 
Director of the Consortium of Social 
Science Associations (COSSA), the advo-
cacy group for the social and behavioral 
sciences in Washington. ASA is a proud 
member of COSSA. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LSYTS-nRt4o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LSYTS-nRt4o
mailto:public.affairs@asanet.org
mailto:public.affairs@asanet.org
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2011 Annual Meeting Space for Other Activities
The ASA provides two services for 

individuals or groups desiring 
to use meeting space at the Annual 
Meeting. ASA Council policies on 
the use of such space are outlined 
below. Because ASA Sections have 
been allotted program time, they are 
excluded from these provisions.

Meeting Space
Groups wishing to meet in 

conjunction with the 2011 Annual 
Meeting may request space by send-
ing a formal letter of request with 
signature (e-mail messages or files 
are not acceptable) to ASA Meeting 
Services by February 26, 2011. 
Rooms are allocated on a first-come, 
first-served basis, one meeting 
per group. In the event that space 
exceeds demand, requests for a sec-
ond meeting will be considered. 

Space requests are categorized as 
follows:
•	 Small	groups	sponsored	by	

ASA members requesting space 
for the purpose of conducting 
sessions focused on a special 
aspect of sociology will be 
allocated one time slot from 

6:30-8:15 pm on the first or 
third evening (August 14 or 
August 16). The topic to be dis-
cussed should be clearly stated 
in the request, along with an 
estimate of the size of the group 
expected to attend the session. 

•	 Groups	or	organizations	
wishing to gather for other 
meetings such as those of a 
religious, political, or special 
interest nature are required to 
submit a petition containing 
the signatures of 10 ASA mem-
bers who support the request. 
These groups will be assigned 
one meeting room from 8:00-
10:00 pm on the second night 
of the meeting (August 15). If 
the number of requests exceeds 
the available space, groups will 
be assigned to the 6:30 pm 
time slot on August 14 or 16. 

•	 Those	groups	or	organizations	
wishing to hold receptions, din-
ners, or other social gatherings 
should also submit requests 
for space by the February 26 
deadline. Space availability is 

normally limited to 6:30-8:15 
pm on August 14 or 16, and to 
8:00-10:00 pm on August 15. 

An announcement of each meet-
ing will be included in the “Activities 
of Other Groups” listing and in 
the body of the program schedule. 
These listings will include the name 
of the group or title/topic of the 
session, name of organizer/sponsor 
if appropriate, and date and time of 
the meeting. Room assignments are 
printed in the Final Program only.

Table Space
ASA members may apply for 

table space to display literature about 
related non-profit organizations or 
sociologically pertinent projects. 
Available space is assigned without 
charge on a first-come, first-served 
basis. ASA Sections are excluded 
from these provisions because two 
general display tables are provided for 
sections in the ASA registration area; 
requests from individual sections for 
tables cannot be considered.

Due to the number of requests and 
the limited space available for dis-
plays, two parties are usually assigned 

the emerging themes are interest 
in networks of information and 
their relationship to mobile devices; 
infrastructure; understanding how 
changes in population and global-
ization of society is reshaping our 
world; how language, linguistics 
and learning have opportunities to 
be reshaped; and how technological 
change is critical, Gutmann said.

The SBE Sciences Directorate asked 
people to think about big questions, 
capacity building, and infrastruc-
ture, Gutmann told attendees. “They 
responded to all of those” he said. 
“They also thought about big prob-
lems and they thought about ways 
to advance what they were doing, 
obviously, but to advance science for 
all of us.”

SBE Sciences Directorate staff 
should have their interpretative 
report of the submissions available 
for comment in April or May of 2011. 
Input on what the directorate should 
be doing in the next 10 years will 
also come from the SBE Advisory 

Committee, SBE program staff, and 
regional meetings across the country.

Social Science at the National 
Institutes of Health 

While Gutmann talked about a 
new initiative aimed at shaping the 
future of SBE Sciences at NSF, Debra 
Olster, Acting Director of the Office 
of Behavioral and Social Sciences 
Research at the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH), also provided some 
exciting updates about NIH activities.

According to Olster, NIH Director 
Frances Collins has outlined five 
major priority areas for NIH invest-
ments, four of which cover the 
behavioral and social sciences. They 
include translating basic science 
discoveries into new and better treat-
ments; encouraging a greater focus 
on global health; reinvigorating and 
empowering the biomedical research 
community; and putting science to 
work for the benefit of health care 
reform.

Olster also told attendees about 
a new multidisciplinary network of 
experts who will explore innovative 
approaches to understanding the 

origins of health disparities. NIH 
launched the Network on Inequality, 
Complexity, and Health in August 
with the goal of identifying important 
areas where interventions or policy 
changes could have the greatest impact 
in eliminating health disparities (see 
November 2010 Footnotes, p. 2, for 
more information). 

“NIH takes seriously this idea that 
we really have to figure out how to 
reduce and eliminate health disparities,” 
Olster said. In addition, Olster noted 
that spending on health care as a per-
centage of the gross domestic product is 
going up very quickly.

“In an effort to put science to work 
to improve this situation … NIH is 
stepping up its activities in health 
economics research and this is a fairly 
new area for NIH,” Olster said. 

The effort known as the Health 
Economics Research program is 
being spearheaded using money 
from the “common fund” out of the 
NIH Office of the Director. Thus 
far, the program has released two 
funding opportunities. For more 
information, see <nihroadmap.nih.
gov/healtheconomics/>.

The Future of Higher Education 
in America

The COSSA Annual Meeting con-
cluded with a panel discussion on the 
future of higher education in the United 
States, featuring Peter Henderson, 
Director of the National Research 
Council’s Board on Higher Education 
and Workforce at the National 
Academies; Gary Sandefur, Dean of 
the College of Letters and Science and 
a sociology professor at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison; and John 
Crowley, a consultant to the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Henderson told the audience about 
a study his board is overseeing on 
research universities aimed at ensuring 
they maintain their prominence. Under 
the initiative, an ad hoc committee 
comprised of 22 people (including 
sociologist Teresa Sullivan, President 
of the University of Virginia) from 
academics, business, industry and 
politics is charged with producing a 
report that answers the question, “What 
are the top ten actions that Congress, 
the federal government, state gov-
ernments, research universities, and 

COSSA
from Page 1

Continued on page 10

to each table. There are no general 
storage facilities beyond the space 
beneath each table, so each party is 
solely responsible for the security of 
its display materials. Policies on use 
of table space are that (1) nothing 
may be sold and (2) nothing of an 
offensive nature may be displayed.

Deadline
Formal letters of request—not 

e-mail messages—for meeting 
space and/or table space must be 
postmarked no later than February 
26, 2011. Letters should be printed 
on the official stationery of the 
sponsoring organization or member’s 
institution and must include sender’s 
signature.

All letters requesting meeting 
space should identify the nature of 
the meeting, the number of people 
expected to attend, desired room 
setup or other physical space needs, 
and the scheduling preference of the 
group within the parameters given 
above.

Send space requests to: Kareem 
D. Jenkins, ASA Meeting Services, 
1430 K St. NW, Suite 600, 
Washington, DC 20005, Fax: (202) 
638-0882 
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Contemporary Ukrainian Sociology: Difficulties of Self-presentation

international perspectives

by Andrey Melnikov, East-Ukrainian 
National University, melnkov@yandex.ua

We seek to provide a brief insight 
on the condition of sociol-

ogy in Ukraine. To be sure, we 
have no illusions that the general 
sociological community is famil-
iarized with Ukrainian sociology. 
Therefore, we consider this to be 
but a small illustration, providing 
certain understanding of Ukrainian 
sociologists’ problems and interests. 
This is neither complete nor is it 
hyper-objective. 

The current stage of Ukrainian 
sociology’s development originates 
from the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. Until then, the Ukrainian 
sociological school was an integral 
part of the Soviet sociological space. 
So, the Sociological Association of 
Ukraine (SAU) as an All-Ukrainian 
public organization functioned 
from 1968 to 1990 as a branch of 
the Soviet Sociological Association. 
It obtained its independence at 
the Congress of 1990. Since 1993, 
SAU is a collective member of 
the International Sociological 
Association. Modern Ukrainian 
sociology’s formation came from 
the Institute of Sociology of the 
National Academy of Sciences of 
Ukraine and the departments of 
sociology at universities in major 
cities of Ukraine, which initiated 
the emergence of the Sociological 
Association of Ukraine in its 
current status. So far, it remains 
the main organizational structure 
linking the Ukrainian sociological 
community. 

Disintegration of Ukrainian 
Community

From the outside, Ukrainian 
society is perceived as a split body. 
Theories concerning the belong-
ing of various parts of Ukraine to 
different civilization systems, as well 
as the practical results of election 
campaigns provide a rich soil for 
analysis and debate. Indeed, on 
the one hand, there is regional and 
even macro-regional specificity, 
expressed in language, religious 
customs, political preferences, etc. 
But on the other hand, there are a 
number of socioeconomic issues 

that are common for the whole 
Ukrainian society (low standard of 
living for the majority of popula-
tion, unemployment and significant 
social stratification, labor migration, 
housing and communal services 
problems, poor quality of health 
care system). 

In this context, we stress that 
language, religion, nationality, 
and political allegiance have not 
become an obstacle for maintaining 
respectful relations among scholars; 
debating points are appearing only 
on a professional basis. One reason 
for this might be that despite the 
well-known political polariza-
tion within the Ukrainian society, 
Ukrainian sociologists maintain 
good personal contacts and creative 
interaction at regional levels. In 
this sense, the productive working 
relationship between the two most 
geographically distant sociological 
centers in Lviv (Western Ukraine) 
and Luhansk (Eastern Ukraine) is 
demonstrative. 

At the same time, it should be 
noted that the boisterous presi-
dential campaign of 2004 almost 
resulted in tragedy for Ukrainian 
sociology: The degree of conflict in 
all social structures was too high, 
which in turn, affected the mood 
of the Ukrainian sociological com-
munity. Among sociologists there 
were mutual accusations in the 
excessive support of different presi-
dential candidates (Yushchenko and 
Yanukovych). The very existence 
of the Sociological Association of 
Ukraine was under the threat. 

However, the subsequent politi-
cal events and the disappointment 
of those who believed in “orange” 
politicians decreased the tension. 
Moreover, interpersonal conflicts 
appeared mostly among Kyiv soci-
ologists, while regional centers tried 
to act from conciliatory positions. 
As a result, SAU as an organiza-
tional structure and a platform 
for professional discussions was 
preserved, but its administrative 
center was shifted to Kharkiv in 
April 2007, where V.Bakirov was 
elected the president of SAU. Such a 
formal transfer of “sociological capi-
tal” from Kyiv to Kharkiv gave an 

opportunity to avoid unnecessary 
confrontation in the sociological 
environment and to focus research-
ers not on political but on sociologi-
cal problems. 

The First Congress of the 
Sociological Association of Ukraine 
took place October, 15-17, 2009, in 
Kharkov, showing the Ukrainian 
sociological community’s ability 
to preserve organizational unity. 
Famous Russian sociologist V.Yadov, 
who attended the Congress, particu-
larly stressed the fact that, unlike 
Russian sociologists, Ukrainian 
sociology demonstrates a greater 
level of professional consolidation. 

Regarding the centers where 
Ukrainian sociology is primar-
ily developing and the directions 
of various sociological schools’ 
activities, the following observations 
should be marked:

First, the greatest sociologi-
cal traditions and prestige among 
colleagues are possessed by the 
two centers — Kyiv and Kharkiv. 
In Kyiv, there is the abovemen-
tioned Institute of Sociology of The 
National Academy of Sciences of 
Ukraine. Many research directions 
have been formed and continue 
growing on its basis, such as: sociol-
ogy of politics, economic sociology, 
problems of social structure and 
youth professional orientation, 
sociology of public opinion, applica-
tion of mathematical methods in 
sociological research, ethnosociol-
ogy, and history of sociology. In 
addition, sociological schools have 
developed in the Taras Shevchenko 
National University of Kyiv and 
at the Kyiv-Mohyla Academy. A 
great deal of scientific work is also 
conducted by Yaremenko Ukrainian 
Institute for Social Research.

Earning a special place in the 
history of Ukrainian sociology is the 
Department of Sociology of Karazin 
Kharkiv National University. The 
practice of applied research by 
Kharkiv sociologists has its roots 
in the days of the Russian (pre-
Soviet) Empire. In the Soviet and 
post-Soviet period, a theoretical 
and application-oriented school has 
been formed at the university, which 
has great traditions, particularly in 

the areas of sociology of educa-
tion and sociology of manage-
ment. Housed by the the sociology 
department, an authoritative 
scientific conference of Ukrainian 
sociologists, Kharkov Sociological 
Readings, is annually held. 

Odesa sociologists also have long-
standing traditions. A special role 
in the development of sociological 
theory is played by I.Popova. On the 
whole, the sphere of Odesa sociolo-
gists’ interests is wide, including 
sociology of culture, sociology of 
personality, etc. 

Recently, sociological cen-
ters have also formed in several 
Ukrainian cities: Dnipropetrivsk, 
Donetsk, Zaporizhya, Luhansk, 
and Lviv. In particular, consid-
erable attention is devoted by 
Dnipropetrivsk sociologists to the 
history of sociology and sociol-
ogy of public opinion, while 
many Donetsk scientists study 
the sociology of management. 
Sociological science is actively 
developing in Zaporizhya. In Lviv 
and Luhansk there are centers for 
theoretical and applied sociology 
in the leading regional universities: 
Franko Lviv National University 
specializes in economic sociology 
and  ethnosociology and East-
Ukrainian National University 
specializes in the sociology of 
innovation processes and sociol-
ogy of globalization. 

Youth of Ukrainian sociology 
The relative historical youth 

of Ukrainian sociology may be 
considered a positive, because it is 
less encumbered by the constraints 
of the past.

In addition, Ukrainian sociol-
ogy has so far managed to avoid 
a difficult dilemma, which is now 
resolved by Russian and Belarusian 
sociologists—political loyalty of 
power or political rebelliousness? 
The Ukrainian government (regard-
less of political and ideological 
identity) treats sociologists with 
circumspection, distrust, and 
simultaneously tries to win their 
sympathy. This situation gives 
professional Ukrainian sociolo-

Continued on page 10
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gists a certain degree of freedom. 
At the same time, the Ukrainian 
political elite do not yet under-
stand how to use the potential of 
social science to address important 
social and economic problems. 
They are primarily interested in the 
possibility of sociology in clarify-
ing purely political issues. Thus, a 
combination of serious research 
sociology is found alongside polling 
data. The fact that so far there is no 
fixation of Ukrainian sociology on 
ethno-national issues may also be 
considered positive.  

In a substantial sense, contem-
porary Ukrainian sociological 
science, in our opinion, should 
beware of at least three dangers. 
The first danger is to remain only 
a fragment of vanishing Soviet 
sociology. The second danger is to 
form exclusively as an apologetic 
part of Western sociology. The 
third risk is to become stuck in 
attempts to demonstrate its own 
exclusivity. The ideal solution 
surely lies in an attempt to find its 
own uniqueness through the uni-
versal approach. And this universal 
approach should combine regional 
particularities and globalization 
trends. 

Submit Ideas for the International 
Perspectives Column
Footnotes invites contributions from knowledgeable non-North 
American sociologists on the state of the discipline and profes-
sion of sociology in countries outside North America for publica-
tion in the new occasional column, “International Perspectives.” 
Sociological analyses of significant national events in these 
countries that would be of interest to North American sociolo-
gists are welcome for publication. Original contributions must 
be in English and no more than 1,100 words. To discuss possible 
contributions or send material, contact Johanna Olexy (olexy@
asanet.org).

Ukranian Sociology
from Page 9

The Sorokin Lecture has been 
a longstanding opportunity 

for a distinguished ASA member 
to deliver a lecture at a regional 
sociological society meeting. 
Since 1967, a winner of one of 
ASA’s distinguished awards has 
traveled to a regional associa-
tion to speak. A restricted fund, 
named for past ASA President 
Pitirim Sorokin, underwrites the 
costs for the visiting lecturer. 

Applications Process 
Any of the winners of major 

ASA awards in the past two 
calendar years may be available 
to deliver a lecture at a state, 
regional, or aligned sociologi-
cal association meeting, or on 
a campus. ASA would cover 
the costs of travel and up to 
two days of hotel costs. The 
host would cover registration 

and meals. Contingent upon 
available funding, the ASA can 
support up to four such lecture 
trips each calendar year. 

To apply, send a letter of 
inquiry with specific informa-
tion about the event and the 
audience as well as the lecturer 
preferred. Executive officers or 
presidents of associations, or 
faculty (with chair’s support) in 
departments may apply to host a 
lecturer. Submit these materials 
and any questions to: 

Governance, American 
Sociological Association, 1430 K 
St. NW #600, Washington, DC 
20005; governance@asanet.org. 

Requests should arrive by 
February 1, 2011 for 2011 
events.  Plan early. Preference 
will be given to groups who 
have not previously hosted a 
lecturer.  

Interested in Having a  
Major ASA Award Winner Speak 
at Your Conference?
Apply for the Sorokin  
Lecture Series  

others could take to assure the ability 
of the American research university 
to maintain the excellence in research 
and doctoral education needed to help 
the United States compete, prosper, 
and achieve national goals for health, 
energy, the environment, and security 
in the global community of the 21st 
century?” The committee plans to 
release its full report in the summer of 
2011.

Sandefur followed Henderson and 
spoke glowingly about America’s 
higher education system, while not-
ing that there are some challenges. “I 
think that we can easily say we have 
the best system of higher education 
in the world, one that the rest of the 
world aspires to have, one that they 
find to be a great role model and 
there are lots of indications of that,” 
Sandefur said.

According to Sandefur, those indi-

cations include international rankings 
in which U.S. universities do very well, 
the fact that “most of the world” still 
wants to attend American universi-
ties, and that the Chinese government 
has chosen the U.S. system of higher 
education as its model for developing 
its own.  

But, Crowley painted a much darker 
picture, saying that U.S. universities 
are no longer the best. As evidence, he 
pointed to an October 2010 New York 
Times op-ed, which talked about how 
the United States has fallen behind 
other countries in a variety of key areas 
related to competiveness and research 
prowess. “Is it time to seriously, deeply 
rethink the model?” he wondered. “To 
begin with, how can more produc-
tive collaborations across disciplines, 
schools, institutions and sectors—
and all of them with industry and 
government—be created?” 
Howard Silver, executive director of 
COSSA, contributed to this article.

COSSA
from Page 8 Nominations Sought for  

2011 Section Awards
ASA sections honor work in 
their specialty areas through 
awards given to honor articles, 
books, dissertations, career 
achievements, and other special 
contributions. The ASA website’s 
section page lists information on 
awards for which nominations are 
sought. Awards will be presented at 
the 2011 ASA Annual Meeting. Please consider nominating 
colleagues and students whose contributions should have 
the special visibility accorded by a section award. To view the 
complete list of awards, go to <www.asanet.org/sections/
section_awards.cfm>.

mailto:olexy@asanet.org
mailto:olexy@asanet.org
mailto:governance@asanet.org
www.asanet.org/sections/section_awards.cfm
www.asanet.org/sections/section_awards.cfm
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Emerging Ethical and Academic Issues  
in the Teaching of Online Sociology Courses 
Thomas P. Dunn and Manfred F. Meine, 

Troy University

By the change of the millennium, 
the Internet had clearly evolved to 

be the new revolution in educational 
delivery. Online learning at the post-
secondary level has come of age. 
A 2008 Sloan Consortium report 
on the state of online education in 
the United States revealed some 
startling information. For example, 
at the turn of this century approxi-
mately 10 percent of post-secondary 
enrollments at degree-granting 
institutions were in online courses or 
programs; but, by 2007, the number 
had grown to over 20 percent. This 
growth translated into an average 
annual increase of nearly 20 percent 
at a time when overall enrollment 
growth in higher education averaged 
only around 2 percent. Schools 
recognized that students were voting 
with the click 
of a mouse, 
and, by 2007, 
the percent-
age of schools 
defining online 
education as 
critical to their 
long-term 
strategy had 
grown to more 
than 70 percent of public institu-
tions and more than 53 percent of 
private colleges and universities. 
Online courses and programs are 
now offered by universities large and 
small, including many of the nation’s 
most prestigious schools. 

Another major change in higher 
education has been the growth of 
competition. The limitations of geo-
graphical location have largely been 
erased via the Internet. Competition 
for students in online courses as 
well as the proliferation of online 
offerings has been especially intense 
among schools providing educational 
opportunities for enlisted members 
of the military. Due to their deploy-
ment challenges, the military relies 
on online programs, which are used 
to support military recruiting and 
retention and to provide crucial 
professional development for service 
members.

Schools throughout the nation 

have looked to this evolving tech-
nological medium as a solution to 
education delivery challenges and as 
a way to expand existing education 
markets. The focus on technol-
ogy and its inherent flexibility 
has evolved to the point where 
some schools offer courses to be 
completed on handheld personal 
digital devices. Despite this rush to 
distance learning, the medium and 
its accompanying technologies have 
evoked mixed reactions among stu-
dents, administrators and faculty.

It is clear, that regardless of the 
reactions to online distance learn-
ing as a delivery system, its use is 
expanding at an extraordinary pace.     

As Internet-based education has 
transitioned from its initial status 
as “the classroom of the future” to 
a pedagogical mainstay, it has been 
subjected to significant scrutiny by 
its proponents and detractors alike. 

Unlike its most 
prominent 
predecessors 
in distance 
education (e.g., 
telecourses and 
correspon-
dence courses) 
the pervasive-
ness and vis-
ibility of online 

instruction has served to magnify 
its strengths (e.g., the benefits that 
accrue to an asynchronous format) 
and weaknesses (e.g., maintaining 
academic/ethical integrity, especially 
in online testing).

For the delivery of academic 
information online to have become 
not only a viable, but highly 
regarded and widely utilized 
pedagogy, the technology had 
to be affordable, efficient, and 
user-friendly for all stakeholders. 
As a result, and by necessity, the 
initial concerns were focused on 
the efficacy of such entrepreneurial 
systems as WebCT and Blackboard. 
Once the majority of those concerns 
were resolved, numerous ethical and 
academic issues emerged.

Ethical Issues and Concerns
Having been actively involved 

for 15 years with the proliferation 

of Internet-based, post-secondary 
instruction, as both online instruc-
tors and administrators responsible 
for development and supervision of 
online courses and programs, it is 
our opinion that several important 
ethical/academic issues need to be 
addressed. Those issues include:

Oversight for Online vs. 
In-Class Courses 
Faculty Concerns
1. An overriding belief that faculty 

autonomy is being routinely 
subjugated to administrative 
imperatives in the oversight of 
online courses vis-à-vis their in-
class counterparts.

2. Differential criteria for evaluating 
instructors.

3. Problems and inequities in the 
process of obtaining and inter-
preting student evaluations.

4. Differential processes for the 
handling of student complaints.

5. Differential processes for aca-
demic advising.

6. Inequities in the use of 
“Administrative Privileges” for 
observing an instructor’s perfor-
mance in the “classroom.”

7. Administrative influences on 
course content (e.g., the require-
ment that courses have “group 
projects”).

8. The imperative that distance 
learning instructors undergo 
multiple trainings complete with 
competency testing, for techno-
logical “innovations,” some of 
which prove to be faulty and are 
effectively discarded before even 
being fully implemented. 

9. Inequities in course scheduling 
and student enrollment, for exam-
ple, online posting of individual 
syllabi for multiple sections of the 
course, which enables students to 
opt for sections with less rigorous 
requirements (some of which may 
be taught by part-time faculty 
who may be of the opinion that 
maintaining their popularity with 
students is a necessity for their 
continuing employment).

Administrative Concerns
1.  The invasive need to ensure 

comparable quality of all courses, 
regardless of delivery format, 

in order to satisfy regional and 
specialized accreditation criteria, 
oversight from funding sources, 
etc.

2.  The potential need for standard-
ization of course content. 

3.  Administrative policies for 
ensuring that online and in-class 
instructors are comparably 
involved with their students in 
the teaching-learning process.

Recommendations
Below are our suggestions for 

actions the discipline should take to 
help resolve these issues:
1.  A review of the ASA Code of 

Ethics with a view toward revi-
sions dealing specifically with 
ethical issues in online courses 
might be in order.

2.  A review of the ASA Task Force 
on Teaching Ethics Throughout 
the Curriculum Working 
Annotated Bibliography to 
address whether additional 
resources dealing with the 
ethical issues in online educa-
tion need to be solicited and 
included. 

3.  A review of the ASA Task Force 
on Teaching Ethics Throughout 
the Curriculum 103 Ethics Cases 
to determine whether soliciting 
the submission of new ethics 
cases that illuminate the ethical 
issues deriving from the teaching 
and administration of online 
sociology courses might be 
appropriate.

4.  A data-gathering initiative 
designed to determine the cur-
rent status of online sociology 
courses, including, an estimate 
of the number of courses (by 
subfield), the demographics of 
faculty who teach the courses 
(adjunct or full-time by rank), the 
online availability of sociology 
majors and minors as well as 
ascertaining the attitudes of fac-
ulty, administrators, and students 
regarding the proliferation of 
online sociology courses. 

Reference
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ASA Awards Grants for the Advancement of Sociology
The American Sociological Association (ASA) announces seven awards from 

the June 2010 round of ASA’s Fund for the Advancement of the Discipline 
(FAD). This program, co-funded by ASA and the National Science Foundation 
(NSF) and administered by the ASA, provides seed money (up to $7,000) to 
PhD scholars for innovative research projects and for scientific conferences that 
advance the discipline through theoretical and methodological breakthroughs. 
Funding decisions are made by an advisory panel comprised of members of 
ASA’s Council and the ASA Director of Research and Development. Below is 
a list of the latest FAD Principal Investigators (PIs) and a brief description of 
their projects. 

Elif Andac, University of 
Kentucky, $7,000 for Reconciling 
Diversity Among Nation Building: 
A Comparative Study of Ethno-
religious Conflict in Turkey. The 
purpose of this proposed study is to 
investigate the conditions that result 
in the ability of diverse religious and 
ethnic communities to live together 
in relative peace in the midst of 
conflict-torn regions of Turkey. The 
author hypothesizes that four condi-
tions are necessary for the increase 
in diversity and the lack of conflict. 
They are: the need for a supra-
identity that the ruling elite must 
agree on, the need for a functioning 
economy, and a stable population. 
Another condition appears to be 
the lack that of assimilation into the 
nation state. The PI will collect and 
analyze data from a diverse and rel-
atively conflict-free community and 
two comparison groups. These data 
will be combined with fieldwork. 
The two comparison groups include 
a conflict-ridden, homogeneous 
urban area and a village that used to 
have a more diverse population. 

E.J. Bjornstrom, University of 
Missouri, Columbia, $5,279 for 
Neighborhood Built Environment 
and Individual Sense of Control: A 
Fundamental Cause Approach to 
Improving Population Health. The 
purpose of the proposed study is to 
examine the relationship between 
residential built environments and 
individual sense of control, assum-
ing that built environments are 
“fundamental causes of health.” The 
PI expects to find that the charac-
teristics of the built environment 
are positively correlated with an 
individual’s sense of control, which 
research shows is a precursor to 
good health and decreased mortal-
ity and morbidity. She proposes to 
use multilevel models and three 
data sets to examine characteristics 
of the built environment includ-

ing the provision of resources 
to aid routine activities and the 
facilitating of social relationships 
and individual sense of control. 
These data sets include the Los 
Angeles Family and Neighborhood 
Study, the Neighborhood 
Observations Database, and the 
LA Neighborhood Services and 
Characteristics Database.

Arina Gerstava, Washington 
State University, $3,193 for 
Developmental Links between 
Victimization and Offending. The PI 
asks whether there is co-develop-
ment of victimization and offending 
over the life course. She proposes to 
compare inter-individual differ-
ences in order to empirically test 
three questions: (1) whether or not 
early victimization defines different 
trajectories of offending starting in 
childhood; (2) if there is co-devel-
opment of offending and victimiza-
tion over time; and (3) whether 
victimization that is experienced 
during adolescence can redirect 
criminal trajectories in either posi-
tive or negative directions. The PI 
uses data from the National Youth 
Survey, which ask respondents 
whether they have committed 1 out 
of 22 minor or serious offences and 
whether they have experienced at 
least one of a series of victimiza-
tion offences such as sexual attacks. 
These data will be used to model 
trajectories of offending and vic-
timization using two data-analytic 
techniques—latent growth model-
ing and auto-regressive cross-lagged 
panel models. 

Melinda D. Kane, East Carolina 
University, $6,084.00 for Creating 
Safe Space: Predicting the Presence 
of GLBT Student Groups on College 
Campuses. The goal of this project is 
to explain the presence of uni-
versity-recognized GLBT student 
groups on college and university 
campuses in six U.S. states, and why 

some campuses are more institu-
tionally supportive than others. The 
PI will use hierarchical linear mod-
eling to examine the importance of 
public opinion on campus, com-
munity resources, and institutional 
and political environments. She 
will start by examining university 
websites in five states (i.e., Illinois, 
Missouri, New Jersey, Texas, and 
Washington) to determine if they 
have officially-sanctioned GLBT 
groups. Other measures include 
student enrollment and the eco-
nomic resources of students; state 
level policy; indicators of religios-
ity, measures of citizens’ ideology; 
public or private status universities; 
and, the number and size of GLBT 
bars in the community. The PI will 
also examine how selective colleges 
are, arguing that greater selectiv-
ity makes for more open attitudes 
toward GLBT. Finally, she looks at 
the college’s history of activism and 
whether or not there are domestic 
partnership benefits.

Pamela Popielarz, University of 
Illinois-Chicago, $7,000 for Schools 
of Bureaucracy: Fraternal Orders in 
the Industrializing Midwest, 1890-
1920. The PI proposes to ascertain 
the link between the popularity of 
fraternal orders and the growing 
bureaucratic organizational form 
in the industrializing Midwest. She 
proposes to investigate whether 
fraternal orders are “schools for 
bureaucracy” by incorporating 
such factors as a fixed division of 
labor, hierarchy of offices, formal 
rules, and permanent written files. 
She further suggests that these 
white male fraternal organizations 
helped perpetuate a dominant 
racial and gender social order. 
The PI proposes to gather and 
analyze data about four national 
fraternal lodges with branches 
in a small-size Indiana city that 
experienced especially strong 
growth in fraternal organizations 
as well as industrialization. The 
PI’s data collection effort will focus 
on the characteristics that she uses 
to define these fraternal orders as 
bureaucracies. The data to be ana-
lyzed will include lodge constitu-
tions and by-laws, proceedings of 
state and national meetings, and 
written histories. 

Pamela Quiroz, University 
of Illinois-Chicago, $3,800 for 
Marketing Diversity and the New 
Politics of Diversity: An Engaged 
Ethnography of Race, Space, and 
Place. The PI and her co-authors 
propose to collect a 4th year 
of data about a small cohort of 
African American male high school 
students selected by a highly-
rated Chicago high school and a 
cohort of students not selected for 
the program. It is part of a larger 
ethnographic study of the race and 
class micro processes of the larger 
Chicago school reform effort in 
the “new politics of desegrega-
tion.” The authors will provide an 
understanding of how the contra-
dictory outcomes of gentrification, 
the privatization of education, 
and efforts at school reform affect 
racial identity, appropriation of 
space, the implications of power, 
and the significance of place. From 
the perspective of some of the 
stakeholders in the community, the 
result is the forced exit of original 
residents of the neighborhood and 
the creaming of African American 
students rather than an improve-
ment in largely black schools. Once 
the data on the fourth year of the 
cohort is collected, these data will 
be entered into the ethnography 
and the entire data collection effort 
will be analyzed.

Laura Stark, Wesleyan 
University, $6,900 for How Have 
Research Participants Affected 
Biomedical Research? The PI 
hypothesizes that human subjects’ 
beliefs and the organizations that 
recruit them can affect biomedical 
research practices. The interaction 
between human subjects and the 
bureaucratic structures developed 
to protect them is the focus of the 
study. She proposes to use oral 
histories to create an initial data 
set of human subjects who lived at 
the Clinical Center of the National 
Institutes of Health between 1953 
and 1966. These years were chosen 
because they herald the beginning 
of the use of healthy individuals 
rather than indigents in research 
studies and the beginning of a 
period of change in medical ethics 
that culminated in human subjects’ 

Continued on next page
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2011 MFP Call for Applications

Call for Papers
Publications

The International Review of Compara-
tive Sociology invites papers for pub-
lication. The purpose of this biannual 
journal is to examine through a com-
parative lens the issues and problems 
confronting societies, or their distinct 
subpopulations, around the world with 
the goal of providing innovative solu-
tions from a sociological perspective. 
Research papers from other related 
disciplines in the social sciences are 
also encouraged. Send manuscripts to 
Debarun Majumdar at dm28@txstate.
edu. For more information, visit <www.
soci.txstate.edu/IRCS/Journal.html>.

Meetings

2nd Annual Integrating Genetics & 
Social Science (IGSS) Conference, 
May 31-June 1, 2011, Boulder, CO. The 
goal of this conference is to showcase 
behavioral and molecular genetic 
studies that enhance demographic 
and social scientific inquiry or in some 
way integrate genetics and the social 
sciences. Researchers from any of 
the biological or social sciences are 
encouraged to participate. For more 
information, visit <www.colorado.edu/
ibs/CUPC/conferences/IGSS_2011/>.

18th Conference on the Small City 
and Regional Community, April 6-7, 

2011, University Center, University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point. Theme: “Envi-
ronmental Sustainability and Economic 
Development: Problems & Prospects.” 
This interdisciplinary and multi-level 
conference presented by the Center 
for the Small City and the Wisconsin 
Institute for Sustainable Technology is 
soliciting papers, roundtables, dem-
onstrations, and other presentations 
related to environmental sustainability 
in the small city and town. Proposals 
from academic researchers, applied 
professionals, government employees, 
as well as nonprofit and private sector 
leaders are encouraged. Deadline:  
February 1, 2011. Contact: Robert P. 
Wolensky, Center for the Small City, 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, 
Stevens Point, WI 54481; (715) 346-
2708; rwolensk@uwsp.edu; or Ed Miller, 
Center for the Small City, University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point, Stevens Point, 
WI 54481; (715) 346-3130; emiller@
uwsp.edu.

29th Annual Southeastern Under-
graduate Sociology Symposium 
(SEUSS), February 25-26, 2011, More-
house College, Atlanta, GA. Theme: 
“Complex Inequalities: The Need for 
Pragmatism in Research and Educa-
tion.” Topics in any area of sociology 
are welcome. Students are given an 
opportunity to develop important 
professional skills and establish social 
networks with students and faculty at 

other southeastern schools. Those stu-
dents who submit full papers will also 
be eligible for an Award for Excellence 
in Undergraduate Research. Deadline: 
January 21, 2011. For more informa-
tion, visit <www.sociology.morehouse.
edu/SEUSS/index.html>.

Eastern Community College Social 
Science Association (ECCSSA) 37th 
Annual Conference, March 31-April 
2, 2011, Erie Community College, City 
Campus, Erie, PA. Theme: “The National 
and Global Impacts of Economic Col-
lapse: Perspectives from the Social 
Sciences.” This conference will give pro-
fessionals in many fields, the opportu-
nity to address our responsibilities and 
roles in our current positions. ECCSSA 
is calling for dialogue about the 
particular transitions and challenges 
faced in the current economic climate 
by higher education institutions and 
the communities they serve. Urgent 
focus also is requested for models and 
proposals relative to the conveyance of 
knowledge and information on human 
preparedness, essential skills devel-
opment for survival, and the major 
transformations that will likely occur 
over the next decade. Student submis-
sion of papers and other presentations 
including posters, paper and digital 
portfolios, websites, and models are 
encouraged. Student projects may be 
developed independently, in conjunc-
tion with a class assignment, or under 

instructor supervision. Deadline: 
December 15, 2010. For more informa-
tion, visit <www.eccssa.org>.

Society for the Study of Social Prob-
lems (SSSP) 61st Annual Meeting, 
August 12-14, 2011. Theme: “Service 
Sociology.” SSSP is an interdisciplinary 
community of scholars, practitioners, 
advocates, and students interested in 
the application of critical, scientific, 
and humanistic perspectives to the 
study of vital social problems. If you 
are involved at scholarship or action 
in pursuit of a just society nationally 
or internationally, you belong in the 
SSSP meeting. You will meet others 
engaged in research to find the causes 
and consequences of social problems, 
as well as others seeking to apply 
existing scholarship to the formulation 
of social policies. Deadline: January 
31, 2011. Contact: mccormack_karen@
wheatonma.edu  or sssp@utk.edu; 
<www.sssp1.org>.

Meetings
February 4-5, 2011. The Science and 
Democracy World Forum (SDWF), Dakar. 
Theme: “On The Road To Dakar...” The 
Science and Democracy World Forum 
(SDWF) is an initiative launched in 2007 
as an answer to the lack of dialogue be-
tween scientific institutions and social 
actors on science and society issues 
at a global level. For more informa-

announcements

The ASA Minority Fellowship 
Program (MFP) has existed 

since 1974 and celebrated its 35th 
anniversary year in 2008-09 with 
special events in both Boston and 
San Francisco. For the 2011-12 
MFP Fellowship award year, MFP 
is supported by significant annual 
contributions from Sociologists 
for Women in Society, Alpha 
Kappa Delta, and the Midwest 
Sociological Society, along with the 
Association of Black Sociologists, 
the Southwestern Sociological 
Association, and numerous indi-
vidual ASA members. 

MFP applicants can be new or 
continuing graduate students in 
sociology, who are enrolled in a pro-
gram that grants the PhD. All MFP 
applicants must be members of an 
under-represented racial/ethnic 
minority group in the United States. 
(e.g. Blacks/African-Americans, 

Hispanics/Latinos, Asians or Pacific 
Islanders, or American Indians/
Alaska Natives). Applicants must 
also be U.S. citizens, non-citizen 
nationals of the U.S., or have been 
lawfully admitted to the U.S. for 
permanent residence. The applica-
tion deadline is January 31; notifica-
tions are made by April 30. The 
Fellowship is awarded for 12 months 
and may be renewable. Tuition and 
fees are arranged with the home 
department.

MFP Fellows are selected 
each year by the MFP Advisory 
Panel, a rotating, appointed group 
of senior scholars in sociology. 
Fellows can be involved in any 
area of sociological research. For 
more information or an applica-
tion, visit the ASA website and 
click on “Funding,” or contact the 
ASA Minority Affairs Program at 
minority.affairs@asanet.org. 

protections. The PI suggests further 
that the model of the white male 
as a universal subject is an artifact 
of organizational recruitment. The 
author proposes to link the subjects’ 
beliefs with changing medical 
practices. 

Donations
ASA members can provide 

FAD needed donations to keep the 
FAD program at current levels. 
Individuals interested in donat-

ing to FAD can send earmarked 
contributions to FAD, c/o Business 
Office, American Sociological 
Association, 1430 K St. NW, Suite 
600, Washington, DC 20005, or call 
Girma Efa at (202) 383-9005, ext. 
306. Potential program applicants 
should speak with the program 
director, Roberta Spalter-Roth, at 
spalter-roth@asanet.org or (202) 
383-9005, ext. 317, or the program 
co-director, Nicole Van Vooren, at 
vanvooren@asanet.org. For more 
information, visit www.asanet.org/
funding/fad.cfm. 

Grants
from previous page

Congratulations to the 2010  
ASA Section Award Winners!
ASA is proud to announce the winners of the various awards 
given by ASA’s special interest sections. All 45 full sections 
reported their 2010 award winners. They are listed at <www.
asanet.org> under “Sections.” A hearty congratulations is 
extended to each of these outstanding scholars!

mailto:minority.affairs@asanet.org
mailto:vanvooren@asanet.org
www.asanet.org/funding/fad.cfm
www.asanet.org/funding/fad.cfm
http://www.asanet.org
http://www.asanet.org
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tion, visit <www.sdwf-fmsd.org/spip.
php?page=sommaire&lang=en>.

February 25-26, 2011. 29th Annual 
Southeastern Undergraduate Sociol-
ogy Symposium (SEUSS), Morehouse 
College, Atlanta, GA. Theme: “Complex 
Inequalities: The Need for Pragmatism 
in Research and Education.” For more 
information, visit <www.sociology.
morehouse.edu/SEUSS/index.html>.

March 24-27, 2011. Midwest Socio-
logical Society (MSS) Annual Meeting, St 
Louis, MO, Theme: “The Dynamics of 
Inequality.” Contact:  Mary Zimmerman 
and Pooya Naderi at mss2011@ku.edu; 
<www.theMSS.org>.

March 31-April 2, 2011. Eastern 
Community College Social Science 
Association (ECCSSA) 2011-37th Annual 
Conference, Erie Community College, 
City Campus. Theme: “The National and 
Global Impacts of Economic Collapse: 
Perspectives from the Social Sciences.” 
For more information, visit <www.
eccssa.org>.

April 6-7, 2011. 18th Conference on 
the Small City and Regional Commu-
nity, University Center, University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point. Theme: “Envi-
ronmental Sustainability and Economic 
Development: Problems & Prospects.” 
Contact: Robert P. Wolensky, Center for 
the Small City, University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point, Stevens Point, WI 54481; 
(715) 346-2708; rwolensk@uwsp.edu; 
or Ed Miller, Center for the Small City, 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, 
Stevens Point, WI 54481; (715) 346-
3130; emiller@uwsp.edu.

April 12-16, 2011. Association of 
American Geographers (AAG) 2011 
Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA. The 
AAG Annual Meeting is an inter-
disciplinary forum open to anyone 
with an interest in geography and 
related disciplines. A scientific and 
educational society, AAG is a grow-
ing worldwide network of leading 
scholars, researchers, profession-
als, and students. AAG facilitates 
interdisciplinary networking and col-
laboration through annual meetings, 
international workshops, specialty 
conferences, publications, and re-

search programs. For more informa-
tion, visit <www.aag.org>.

April 28-30, 2011. Elites Take Over the 
City (18th-21st Centuries): What Can 
Research Do About It? Transdisciplinary 
Symposium, Brussels. This symposium 
aims to confront empirical research, its 
work methods and ethical commit-
ments, when it takes on the study of 
elites in the city. In French and English. 
Contact: Giulietta.Laki@ulb.ac.be (+32 
(0)2.650.49.27); <web1.ulb.ac.be/arc/
elites/EN_ARC_call.pdf>.

May 19-20, 2011. 1st Global Confer-
ence on Transparency Research, Rutgers 
University-Newark. The purpose of the 
conference is to bring together schol-
ars from a wide range of fields who 
study issues of governmental transpar-
ency. Contact: Jyldyz Kasymova at 
transparency.conference@gmail.com; 
<spaa.newark.rutgers.edu/home/
conferences/1stgctr.html>.

May 31-June 1, 2011. 2nd Annual 
Integrating Genetics & Social Science 
(IGSS) Conference, Boulder, CO. The 
goal of this conference is to showcase 
behavioral and molecular genetic 
studies that enhance demographic 
and social scientific inquiry or in some 
way integrate genetics and the social 
sciences. For more information, visit 
<www.colorado.edu/ibs/CUPC/confer-
ences/IGSS_2011/>.

June 16-19, 2011. Fifth International 
Conference on Charlotte Perkins Gil-
man, University of Montana-Missoula. 
Theme: “Gilman Goes West.” Contact: 
gilmanconference@umontana.edu; 
(406) 289-0683; <www.cas.umt.edu/
gilman/>.

August 12-14, 2011. Society for the 
Study of Social Problems (SSSP) 61st 
Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL. Theme: 
“Service Sociology.” Contact: mc-
cormack_karen@wheatonma.edu or 
sssp@utk.edu; <www.sssp1.org>.

Funding
The Advertising Educational Foun-
dation’s Visiting Professor Program 
(VPP) is a two-week fellowship for 
professors teaching liberal arts, adver-
tising, marketing, and communica-

tions. Preference is given to professors 
with little or no industry experience. 
Through the VPP, professors are ex-
posed to the day-to-day operations of 
an advertising agency, or marketing or 
media company. Additionally, the VPP 
provides a forum for the exchange of 
ideas between academia and industry. 
The program is offered only to profes-
sors teaching in the United States. The 
host companies pay housing and per 
diem.  Professors pay travel and out-of-
pocket expenses. Deadline: January 31. 
Contact: Sharon Hudson, 220 East 42nd 
Street, Suite 3300, New York, NY 10017; 
(212) 986-8060; fax (212) 986-8061; 
<www.aef.com>.

The American Research Center in 
Sofia (ARCS), Bulgaria, offers three 
programs with accompanying fellow-
ships for the academic year 2011-12: a 
fall term program (September-Novem-
ber 2011) focusing on the history and 
archaeology of Bulgaria and neighbor-
ing countries, from prehistory to the 
present day; a spring term program 
(February-April 2012) focusing on 
the history of religion in Bulgaria and 
neighboring countries; and a nine-
month program (September 2011-May 
2012), which incorporates both fall and 
spring term programs. The programs 
combine a formal academic curriculum 
with independent research. ARCS lec-
tures and seminars; organizes related 
study trips; facilitates opportunities 
for taking Bulgarian and other Balkan 
language classes; and provides logisti-
cal support and access to local libraries, 
museums, and other educational 
institutions. Contact: Denver Graninger, 
American Research Center in Sofia, 75 
Vasil Petleshkov St., Sofia 1510, Bul-
garia;  (+359 2) 947 9498; fax (+359 2) 
840 1962; graninger.arcs@gmail.com; 
<www.einaudi.cornell.edu/arcs/>.

The Francisco Manuel dos Santos 
Foundation seeks to expand and 
improve evidence-based scientific 
knowledge on the relationship between 
cultural values, economic development, 
and the quality of governance. This is 
a call for proposals for social science 
research projects that contribute to this 
generic purpose. Deadline: January 5, 
2011. For more information, visit <www.

ffms.pt/_docs/candidaturas-para-estudo-
en-objectivos-setembro-2010-a.pdf>.

The Institute for Legal Studies of 
the University of Wisconsin Law 
School will appoint a post-doctoral 
fellow for the 2011-12 academic year. 
Applications are invited from scholars 
who are in the early (pre-tenure) stage 
of their career or whose careers have 
been interrupted or delayed. Eligibil-
ity is limited to humanities or social 
science scholars who work in the law 
and society tradition. Advanced ABD 
graduate students may apply, but the 
PhD must be completed before begin-
ning the fellowship. The stipend will be 
$25,000, plus a research allowance of 
$5,000 and benefits that include health 
insurance. At the Institute, the Fellow 
will be able to devote most of his or 
her time to research and writing with a 
critical audience to support that work. 
Fellows are expected in Madison, WI, 
to organize and lead a colloquium for 
graduate students, and to participate 
in the intellectual life of the Institute. 
For more information, visit <law.wisc.
edu/ils/lawandsocietyfellowship.html>.

The Jack Kent Cooke Foundation 
Dissertation Fellowship support ad-
vanced doctoral candidates in a variety 
of fields, including education and the 
social sciences. The Jack Kent Cooke 
Foundation will award two $25,000 fel-
lowships in 2011 with plans to expand 
in the coming years. The dissertation 
fellowships were created to advance 
understanding of the factors and con-
texts that help low-income students to 
overcome personal adversity and chal-
lenging socioeconomic circumstances 
to excel academically. The purpose is to 
inform programs and interventions that 
will help more low-income students 
identified as high achieving in their 
primary and secondary school years 
to sustain their achievement levels 
through college and beyond. Graduate 
study may be in a diverse range of 
academic disciplines. Deadline: Febru-
ary 4, 2011.  For more information, visit 
<www.jkcf.org/scholarships/graduate-
scholarships/jack-kent-cooke-disserta-
tion-fellowship-award/>. 

The Max Planck Institute for the 
Study of Societies invites suitable 
candidates to apply for up to four 
postdoctoral fellowships and one 
Central and East European postdoc-
toral fellowship in economic sociology 
and political economy. Applicants must 
hold a PhD degree in political science, 
sociology, organization studies, or re-
lated fields. Degrees must be received 
by June 2011. For more information, 
visit <www.mpifg.de/forschung/post-
doc_program_en.asp>.

National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
Early Independence Award Program. 
The NIH Common Fund announces 
the highly selective NIH Director’s 
Early Independence Award Program to 
provide a mechanism for exceptional, 
early career scientists who are U.S. 

http://www.asanet.org/bookstore
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citizens or permanent residents to 
omit traditional post-doctoral training 
and move into independent academic 
positions at U.S. institutions directly 
upon completion of their graduate 
degrees (PhD, MD, or equivalent). 
The NIH expects to issue 10 awards 
through this program in fall 2011. Early 
Independence Awards are targeted to 
exceptional junior investigators with 
the intellect, scientific creativity, drive, 
and maturity to flourish independently 
without the need for traditional post-
doctoral training. Early Independence 
Award projects will receive up to 
$250,000 in direct costs each year for 
up to five years. Junior scientists may 
identify a host institution and contact 
them directly to negotiate a position.  
Alternatively, institutions may actively 
recruit exceptional junior scientists to 
apply for these positions. Letters of 
Intent due: December 21. Deadline: 
January 21, 2011. Contact: earlyinde-
pendence@mail.nih.gov; <common-
fund.nih.gov/earlyindependence>.

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
Investigator Awards in Health Policy 
Research program supports highly 
qualified individuals who propose to 
undertake broad studies of America’s 
most challenging policy issues in 
health and health care. Grants of up to 
$335,000 each are awarded to educa-
tional and other nonprofit institutions 
to support investigators from a variety 
of disciplines for innovative research 
projects that have national policy 
relevance. Applications must be sub-
mitted by an educational institution 
or nonprofit organization that is a tax-
exempt 501(c)(3) located in the United 
States or its territories, with which the 
proposed investigator is affiliated.  We 
welcome applications from investiga-
tors in the health, social and behavioral 
sciences, as well as other fields. Dead-
line: January 19, 2011. Contact: (848) 
932-3817; depdir@ifh.rutgers.edu; 
<www.investigatorawards.org>.

Rutgers University’s School of 
Management and Labor Relations. 
Fellowships for the study of employee 
stock ownership, profit sharing, broad-
based stock options, and broadened 
ownership of capital in the corpora-
tion/society. Fifteen $25,000, $12,500, 
or $5,000 fellowships will be offered by 
Rutgers University’s School of Manage-
ment and Labor Relations to doctoral 
candidates, recent PhD graduates, and 
scholars in the social sciences. Fellows 
may be in residence at their own uni-
versity or visit Rutgers. Deadline: Janu-
ary 31, 2011. Contact: Joseph Blasi at 
beysterfellowships@smlr.rutgers.edu;   
<www.smlr.rutgers.edu/BeysterKelsoS-
mileyRutgersFellowships.pdf>.

The Society for the Study of Social 
Problems (SSSP) is recruiting ap-
plications for the 2011 Racial/Ethnic 
Minority Graduate Scholarship. Persons 
identified as either Black/African 
American, Hispanic/ Latino, Asian/
Asian-American, Native Hawaiian or 

Other Pacific Islander, or American 
Indian or Alaska Native accepted into 
an accredited doctoral program in any 
one of the social or behavioral sciences 
are invited to apply for the $12,000 
Racial/Ethnic Minority Graduate Schol-
arship. Deadline: February 1, 2011. All 
applicants must be a current member 
and a citizen or permanent resident 
of the United States when applying. 
Contact: Michelle A. Harris at michelle.
harris@nau.edu; <www.sssp1.org>.

Competitions
The Allan Schnaiberg Outstanding 
Publication Award from the ASA 
Section on Environment, Technol-
ogy and Society. This award is given 
for noteworthy publications in the 
field of environmental sociology.  This 
year the committee will consider 
single articles of special noteworthi-
ness in the field of environmental 
sociology published within the period 
between January 1, 2008 and Decem-
ber 31, 2010. Members of the section 
are encouraged to submit nomina-
tions. Self-nominations are welcome. 
Deadline: April 1, 2011. Send three 
copies of the work along with a nomi-
nation letter to Lori Hunter at Lori.
Hunter@colorado.edu.  

The Marvin E. Olsen Study Paper 
Award Competition from the ASA 
Section on Environment, Technol-
ogy and Society. The Marvin E. Olsen 
Student Paper Award recognizes 
outstanding papers presented by 
graduate students at the ASA Annual 
Meeting. Recipients will receive a mod-
est monetary award to help defray 
expenses associated with attending 
the meeting. Nominees are limited to 
graduate students who are present-
ing at the Annual Meeting. Members, 
including potential recipients, are 
encouraged to submit nominations. 
Deadline: April 1, 2011. Contact: Lori 
Hunter at Lori.Hunter@colorado.edu.

The Midwest Sociological Society’s 
2011 Student Paper Competition is 
open to all students who are members 
of MSS. Graduate and undergraduate 
papers are judged in separate divisions 
with prizes in each division. Deadline: 
January 8, 2011. For more information, 
visit <www.TheMSS.org>.

In the News
Richard Alba and Philip Kasinitz, 
both of the Graduate Center of the City 
University of New York, were quoted 
in an October 18 am New York article 
about mixed race marriages in New 
York City. 

Chardie Baird, Kansas State University, 
was quoted and John Reynolds, Flor-
ida State University, was mentioned 
in an October 6 UPI article about their 
study in the American Sociological 
Review, which found that there is no 
harm in encouraging all students to 
pursue college. 

Eduardo Bonilla-Silva, Duke Uni-
versity, and Andrew Cherlin, Johns 
Hopkins University, were quoted in 
an October 20 New York Times article 
centered around race-related com-
ments Sharron Angle, the Republican 
candidate for Senate in Nevada, made 
during her eventually unsuccessful 
campaign. 

Christopher Browning, Ohio State 
University, and Joanne Savage, 
American University, were quoted in an 
October 17 Columbus Dispatch article 
about crime in mixed-use neighbor-
hoods.

Katherine K. Chen, City College of 
New York and the Graduate Center-
CUNY, was quoted in an October 20 
Los Angeles Times article about Burning 
Man, an annual arts-and-fire festival.

Andrew Cherlin, Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, Rose Kreider, U.S. Census Bu-
reau, Wendy Manning, Bowling Green 
State University, Mark Regnerus, 
University of Texas-Austin, and Pamela 
Smock, University of Michigan, were 
quoted in an October 6 Newsweek.
com article, titled “Does ‘Living in Sin’ 
Still Lead to Divorce?”

Coye Cheshire, University of Califor-
nia-Berkeley, and Zeynep Tufekci, 
University of Maryland-Baltimore 
County, were quoted in an October 
17 New York Times article about online 
social networking and how it compares 
to people’s offline social lives.

Margaret M. Chin, Hunter College and 
Graduate Center-CUNY, was quoted in 
an October 8 NPR article and was inter-
viewed on NPR’s “All Things Consid-
ered” about Asian American long-term 
unemployment.

Dalton Conley, New York University, 
wrote an October 24 article for The 
Chronicle of Higher Education that looks 
at the 1970s and several books written 
about the decade. The article men-
tions Andrew Cherlin, John Hopkins 
University, and William Julius Wilson, 
Harvard University. 

Jennifer Cross, Colorado State Uni-
versity, was quoted in an October 1 
Coloradoan article on her study about 
energy usage at local high schools. 

John Dale, George Mason University, 
was quoted in a November 4 Bangkok 
Post/Agence France Presse article 
about the significance of general 
elections in Burma (Myanmar) for U.S. 
foreign policy toward Burma.

Mathieu Deflem, University of South 
Carolina-Columbia, was quoted in 
October 29 New York Times and MTV.
com articles and a November 2 BBC 
article about a course he is going to 
teach called “Lady Gaga and the Sociol-
ogy of Fame.” 

Kevin Dougherty, Baylor Univer-
sity, was quoted and Christopher P. 
Scheitle, Pennsylvania State University, 
was mentioned in an October 4 post 

on The Journal News blog, “Blogging 
Religiously,” about their study, which 
found that American churches gener-
ally remain segregated. The study was 
also the subject of an October 4 post 
on the Orlando Sentinel “The Religion 
World” blog, an October 6 post on 
CNN.com’s “Belief Blog,” and an October 
8 post on The Washington Post “Under 
God” blog.

Francesco Duina, Bates College, was 
quoted in an October 9 Sun Journal 
article about America’s obsession with 
winning, which is the subject of his 
new book.  

Morten Ender, West Point, the United 
States Military Academy, was quoted in 
an October 12 USA Today article, “Amer-
icans Seek New Ways to Contribute to 
War Efforts.” The story features a dis-
connected cadre of Americans—many 
with no military connections—who 
have created novel ways to raise funds, 
bring awareness, or show support to 
the war efforts in Afghanistan and Iraq 
or directly assist soldiers, veterans, or 
military families.

Amitai Etzioni, George Washington 
University, wrote an October 4 column 
for CNN.com, titled “Are Americans 
Ready for the New Normal?”

Scott L. Feld, Purdue University, 
was mentioned and Jeremy Brooke 
Straughn, Purdue University, was 
quoted in an October 23 Lafayette-
West Lafayette Journal & Courier article 
about their study, which found that 
the diversity of religious beliefs in the 
United States is increasing.

Gary Fine, Northwestern University, 
was quoted in an October 8 Chicago 
Tribune column, titled “Don’t Be Home 
for Christmas.”

Frank Furedi, University of Kent, was 
quoted in an October 5 Reuters article 
about how British parents are becom-
ing more relaxed when it comes to 
drinking, drugs, and sexuality.

Mark Granovetter, Stanford Universi-
ty, Doug McAdam, Stanford University, 
and Aldon D. Morris, Northwestern 
University, were mentioned in an Oc-
tober 4 New Yorker article about social 
activism and social media. Granovetter 
and McAdam were mentioned in an 
October 19 TheAtlantic.com column 
written in response to The New Yorker 
story. 

Andrew Greeley and Tom Smith, 
both of the National Opinion Research 
Center, were quoted in an October 20 
Chicago Tribune article about Greeley’s 
new study on the faith of Chicago 
Catholics. Greeley and his study were 
also the subject of an October 21 NBC-
Chicago.com article. 

Jennifer Johnson-Hanks, University 
of California-Berkeley, was quoted in a 
November Contra Costa Times article 
about how she and her husband left 
Berkeley for the University of Texas-
Austin only to return to the university. 
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The article also appeared in the Mercury 
News on November 2. 

Shamus Rahman Khan, Columbia 
University, Michèle Lamont, Harvard 
University, Michael Lindsay, Rice 
University, and Sudhir Venkatesh, 
Columbia University, were quoted in 
an October 16 New York Times article 
titled, “Scrutinizing the Elite, Whether 
They Like It or Not.”

Peter J. Kivisto, Augustana College, 
was quoted in an October 15 Inside 
Higher Ed article, which explores 
changes his college is making in the 
face of the economic downturn. 

Michèle Lamont, Harvard University, 
Douglas Massey, Princeton University, 
Robert Sampson, Harvard University, 
Mario Luis Small, University of Chica-
go, and William Julius Wilson, Harvard 
University, were quoted in an October 
18 New York Times article on the culture 
of poverty. The American Sociological 
Association, Kathryn Edin, Harvard 
University, and Maria Kefalas, St. 
Joseph’s University, were mentioned in 
the article. The New York Times article 
was the subject of an October 18 post 
on the Atlantic Wire. 

Jerry L. Lembcke, College of the Holy 
Cross, was quoted in an October 13 
Worcester Telegram & Gazette article 
about his new book, about the anti-
war actress Jane Fonda.

Harry Levine, Queens College, City 
University of New York, was quoted in 
an October 23 New York Times column 
about marijuana arrests.

Donald MacKenzie, University of Ed-
inburgh, was quoted and Charles Per-
row, Yale University, was mentioned 
in an October 22 Forbes.com article 
about the financial markets. 

Michael Macy, Cornell University, 
was interviewed on the public radio 
program “Innovation Trail” on October 
12 for a segment on the controversy 
surrounding the construction of wind 
turbines in central New York. Macy was 
invited to discuss how his research on 
opinion dynamics and polarization 
might shed light on the sources and 
possible resolution of this controversy.

Kyriakos Markides, University of Texas 
Medical Branch at Galveston, Texas, 
was quoted in an October 16 Wall 
Street Journal article regarding new 
CDC data that supports his decades-
long longitudinal study on Hispanic 
aging.

Douglas Massey, Princeton Univer-
sity, was mentioned in an October 4 
Reuters article about his study in the 
American Sociological Review, which 
found that the foreclosure crisis had 
significant racial dimensions. The 
article appeared in media outlets in-
cluding FOXBusiness.com on October 
4 and the New York Daily News on 
October 6. The study was also the sub-
ject of CBSNews.com and Newsweek.
com articles on October 4 and October 

16, respectively. Additionally, Massey 
and Gregory D. Squires, The George 
Washington University, co-authored a 
November 1 Huffington Post column, 
“Segregation: The Invisible Elephant in 
the Foreclosure Debate.”

Omar M. McRoberts, University of 
Chicago, wrote an October 21 column 
for CNN.com, titled “FDR’s Lessons for 
Obama on Power of the Black Church.”

Shannon M. Monnat, University of 
Nevada-Las Vegas, was interviewed 
on KXNT News Radio on September 
29 about the U.S. Census Bureau’s new 
poverty report and the economic well-
being of Nevada residents.

Ted Mouw, University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill, was quoted in 
an October 19 News & Observer article 
about the opening of a new U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau facility.

Zachary Neal, Michigan State 
University, was interviewed by Talk 
Lansing Radio on August 31, Michigan 
NPR Radio on September 3, and CBS 
Interactive’s smartplanet.com on 
September 21 about his work on the 
importance of intercity networks for 
urban economies. He also wrote a Sep-
tember 8 column for newgeography.
com on this topic.

Anthony Paik, University of Iowa, was 
quoted in an October 31 Washington 
Post article about his new study, which 
suggests that delaying sex leads to 
more satisfying relationships. 

C.J. Pascoe, Colorado College, was 
quoted in an October 2 NPR article and 
was interviewed on NPR’s “All Things 
Considered” about public humiliation 
and its connection to new technology 
such as the Internet. 

Becky Pettit, University of Washing-
ton, was interviewed on NPR’s “Tell Me 
More” on October 18 about the long-
term affects of incarceration. 

Julie Phillips, Rutgers University, was 
quoted and Ellen Idler, Emory Univer-
sity, was mentioned in an October 4 
CNN.com article, about the rising sui-
cide rates for middle-aged Americans. 

Tony Pogorelc, Catholic University of 
America, was interviewed and took 
questions from the radio audience of 
“The Drew Mariani Show” on Relevant 
Radio on September 9. The topic of the 
show was the controversy surrounding 
the Florida minister’s threat to burn 
copies of the Quran on 9/11.

Jack Nusan Porter was interviewed 
October 6 by Channel 7 of Boston 
and the Boston Herald regarding the 
quadruple shootings in Mattapan 
(Boston). He also appeared on the Tom 
Sheff Show of NewTV, Newton Cable 
TV, on October 7 where he discussed 
why there has been a recent increase in 
homicides and other delinquent acts in 
the wealthy suburb of Newton, MA.

Andrea Press, University of Virginia, 
was quoted in an October 4 CNN.com 

article titled, “In a wired world, children 
unable to escape cyberbullying.” 

Robert D. Putnam, Harvard University, 
was mentioned in an October 10 New 
York Times article about his new book 
American Grace: How Religion Divides 
and Unites Us. He was also interviewed 
in an October 29 Chicago Tribune 
article about his book and co-authored 
an October 17 column in the Los 
Angeles Times titled, “Walking Away 
from Church.”

James B. Rule, Center for the Study 
of Law and Society, University of Cali-
fornia-Berkeley, was mentioned in an 
October 4 post on the New York Times 
blog “Bucks,” which explored how to 
stop rogue automatic bill payments. 

Sharon Sassler, Cornell University, 
Christine Whelan, University of Pitts-
burgh, Bradford Wilcox, University of 
Virginia, were quoted in an October 7 
CNN.com article, titled “College-edu-
cated More Likely to Marry, Study Says.”

Pepper Schwartz, University of Wash-
ington, was quoted in an October 4 
MyNorthwest.com article about a new 
survey on Americans’ sexual behavior. 
Quotes for the article came from an 
October 4 interview on KIRO Radio’s 
Dave Ross Show. 

Andrés Villarreal, University of Texas-
Austin, was quoted in an October 6 UPI 
article about his study in the American 
Sociological Review, which found that 
skin color is linked to social inequality 
in contemporary Mexico.

William Julius Wilson, Harvard Uni-
versity, was mentioned in an October 1 
Huffington Post article, about whether 
Wilson should be teaching a class 
based on the television show The Wire.   

Awards
Anisi Daniels-Smith and Jessica 
Leveto received the first Lewis-Benson 
Award for Outstanding Graduate Stu-
dent Teaching from the Department of 
Sociology at Kent State University. The 
award is named after Jerry M. Lewis 
and Denzel Benson, both recipients 
of the Kent State University Alumni 
Association’s Distinguished Teaching in 
1983 and 1998, respectively.

Transitions
Scott Fitzgerald, University of North 
Carolina-Charlotte, was promoted to 
Associate Professor of Sociology.

Rosemary Hopcroft, University of 
North Carolina-Charlotte, was pro-
moted to Professor of Sociology. 

Stephanie Moller, University of North 
Carolina-Charlotte, was promoted to 
Associate Professor of Sociology.

People
Howard Aldrich, University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill, participated in 
an October 4 White House Women’s 

Entrepreneurship Conference in Wash-
ington, DC.

Andy Chen, Princeton University, 
and Camilo A. Romero, University of 
California-Berkeley, were welcomed 
into the Paul and Daisy Soros Fellow-
ships for New Americans Class of 2010. 

Mary Jo Deegan, University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln, was invited to deliver the 
first honored Jane Addams Lecture on 
Social Entrepreneurship on November 
18, 2010, at a conference sponsored by 
the University of Uppsala and the No-
bel Museum in Sweden. Deegan’s topic 
will be “Jane Addams, Her Neighbors, 
and the Hull-House School of Sociol-
ogy: On Race, Class, Gender, and Peace, 
1889-1935.” 

Jill Quadagno, Florida State University, 
has been elected to the Institute of 
Medicine of the National Academies 
of Science, on of the highest honors in 
the fields of health and medicine.

Joachim J. Savelsberg, University 
of Minnesota, received funding from 
the National Science Foundation, Law 
and Social Science Program. He also 
received a Collaborative Residential 
Fellowship from the Rockefeller Foun-
dation Bellagio Center. 

New Books
Ron Arons, WANTED! U.S. Criminal 
Records (Criminal Research Press, 2010).

Mohammed Bamyeh, University 
of Pittsburgh, Anarchy as Order: The 
History and Future of Civic Humanity 
(Roman & Littlefield, 2010).

Steven J. Gold, Michigan State Univer-
sity, The Store in the Hood: A Century of 
Ethnic Business and Conflict (Rowman & 
Littlefield, 2010).

J. David Knottnerus, Oklahoma State 
University, Ritual as a Missing Link: So-
ciology, Structural Ritualization Theory 
and Research (Paradigm Publishers, 
2010).

Jack Nusan Porter, Happy Days Revis-
ited: Growing Up Jewish in Ike’s America 
(The Spencer Press/Lightening Source, 
2010).

Lisiunia A. Romanienko, Technology 
University of Graz Austria, Body Piercing 
and Identity: A Comparative Perspective-
New York, New Orleans, and Wroclaw 
(Palgrave MacMillan, 2011).

Joachim J. Savelsberg, University of 
Minnesota, Crime and Human Rights: 
Criminology of Genocide and Atrocities 
(SAGE, 2010).

Kim Scipes, Purdue University North 
Central, AFL-CIO’s Secret War against 
Developing Country Workers: Solidarity 
or Sabotage?  (Lexington Books, 2010). 

Neil J. Smelser, University of 
California-Berkeley, The Faces of 
Terrorism: Social and Psychological 
Dimensions (Princeton University 
Press, 2010).
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Alberto Testa, Brunel University, and 
Gary Armstrong, Football, Fascism and 
Fandom: The UltraS of Italian Football 
(A&C Black Publishers, 2010).

Monica K. Varner, Rogers State 
University, and J. David Knottnerus, 
Oklahoma State University, American 
Golf and the Development of Civility: 
Rituals of Etiquette in the World of Golf 
(LAP Lambert Academic Publishing, 
2010). 

Viviana A. Zelizer, Princeton Univer-
sity, Economic Lives: How Culture Shapes 
the Economy (Princeton University 
Press, 2010). 

Other 
Organizations
The Midwest Sociological Society 
(MSS) seeks an individual with a distin-
guished scholarly record and editorial 
experience to be the next editor of 
The Sociological Quarterly (TSQ). Since 
1960, the journal’s contributors, peer-
reviewers, advisory editors, and readers 
have made it one of the leading 
generalist journals in the field. Editing 
TSQ is a unique, rewarding professional 
responsibility that brings visibility 
and distinction to a department and 
university. The editor solicits, reviews, 
and makes decisions about all manu-
script submissions. The editorial office 
employs a web-based submission 
and peer review system, ScholarOne 
Manuscripts. The new editor will be 
expected to open an editorial office by 
March 1, 2012, and will edit volumes 
published in 2013 through 2016. The 
MSS provides generous support to the 
editorial office. The review process be-
gins February 1, 2011. Finalists should 
plan to be interviewed during the MSS 
Annual Meeting, March 24-27, 2011, 
in St. Louis. Contact MSS at (608)787-
8551; MidwestSS@centurytel.net; 
<www.TheMSS.org>.

Summer Programs
Hurst Summer Institute in Legal 
History at Wisconsin. June 2011. 
The Hurst Summer Institute in Legal 
History is a biennial event sponsored 
by the Institute for Legal Studies at the 
University of Wisconsin Law School in 
conjunction with the American Society 
for Legal History (ASLH). The fellows 
travel to Madison for two weeks in 
June to participate in daily seminars, 
meet other legal historians, and ana-
lyze and discuss each others work. The 
purpose of the Hurst Summer Institute 
is to advance the approach to legal 
scholarship fostered by J. Willard Hurst 
in his teaching, mentoring, and schol-
arship. The institute develops teaching 
skills by deepening the understand-
ing of legal history and developing 
methods for incorporating it into the 
law school and undergraduate history 
curriculum. It provides junior faculty 
a unique opportunity to work closely 
over an extended period of time with 

distinguished senior faculty and thus 
continue the tradition of excellence 
in research, teaching, and mentoring 
others. Deadline: January 1, 2011. For 
more information, visit <law.wisc.edu/
ils/hurst_institute.htm>.

Summer 2011 International Faculty 
Development Seminars. Themes and 
locations for the summer of 2011 Inter-
national Faculty Development Semi-
nars: Contemporary Senegal through 
Literature and the Arts, Landscapes 
and Culture: Human Geography in East 
Africa (Tanzania & Kenya), The Environ-
ment, Conservation and Industry: A 
Fragile Coexistence (Australia), Ruin 
and Revival: History, Modern Memory, 
and Identity (Germany & Poland), Truth 
and Reconciliation: Ongoing Conflict 
Resolution in Northern Ireland, Russia: 
Window to the West or Gateway to 
the East? (Russia & Tatarstan), Global 
Energy Issues: Promises and Threats 
(Sweden), Lessons in Sustainability 
(Costa Rica & Nicaragua), and Salvador 
da Bahia: Identity, Race, and Culture 
in the Afro-Brazilian Heartland (Brazil). 
For more information about the above 
seminars, visit <www.ciee.org/IFDS/
index.html>. Funding assistance is 
available for faculty seminars.  The 
Ping Faculty Development Fellowship 
awards in the amount of $1,000-1,500 
are available for 10-15 International 
Faculty Development Seminar partici-
pants per year. Contact: Teri Coviello at 
tcoviello@ciee.org, or Kate Shalvoy at 
kshalvoy@ciee.org. 

Deaths
Sarah Marie Hall, who devoted more 
than 30 years directing the American 
Society of Criminology (ASC), passed 
away on October 10, 2010, at the age of 
72. A much beloved part of the society, 
ASC was her life and she enjoyed her 
life’s work until she could work no more.

Obituaries
Marvin Bressler 
1923-2010 

Probing social analyst, inspiring 
teacher, unforgettable mentor, Marvin 
Bressler, the Roger Williams Straus 
Professor of Social Sciences Emeritus 
at Princeton University, died on July 7, 
2010, at the age of 87. 

Bressler was born on April 10, 1923, 
in New York City. He received his BS in 
Education from Temple University in 
1947, and his MA and PhD in sociology 
from the University of Pennsylvania, 
where he served as assistant profes-
sor for five years. In 1957, he joined 
the faculty of New York University as 
associate professor and in the fall of 
1963 he came to Princeton as professor 
of sociology. 

For 30 years, until his retirement in 
1993, Bressler centered his life around 
Princeton University, devoting himself 
to the Sociology Department and 
shaping the university’s academic life 

in multiple, enduring ways. As the 
department’s chair for two decades, he 
built a stellar and cohesive depart-
ment. His service to the University 
community was equally impressive and 
extensive. Most notably, during the 
early 1970s he chaired the Commission 
on the Future of the College, which 
produced what came to be known as 
the “Bressler Report” on undergraduate 
education and student life. 

Teaching was Bressler’s life-long 
vocation. He wrote about education 
“as a secular creed, the university as a 
worldly church,” and the faculty as “lay 
priests pursuing a calling.” His lectures 
and seminars—American society, 
sociology of education, and socio-
logical theory—communicated not 
only formal knowledge but lessons in 
analytical and critical thinking, making 
an indelible impact on generations of 
students. 

Bressler’s indefatigable efforts for the 
university were duly recognized during 
his lifetime. When he retired, the De-
partment of Sociology created the Mar-
vin Bressler Graduate Student Teaching 
Award, which is given each year to a 
distinguished preceptor. The depart-
ment also named its seminar space 
The Marvin Bressler Conference Room. 
In 1994, he was awarded the Alumni 
Council Award for Service to Princeton 
for his outstanding contributions. 

Bressler was a recognized author-
ity on organizational and intellectual 
aspects of higher education and a 
scholar with a wide-ranging command 
of sociological issues and trends. Ap-
pearing in sociology’s flagship journals 
as well as more specialized publica-
tions, Bressler’s investigations covered 
a broad range of innovative method-
ological and substantive issues. They 
included studies of educational reform, 
racial integration in universities, moral 
development, the nursing profession, 
cultural pluralism, co-education and 
gender differences in career aspirations 
(with his student Peter Wendell), how 
to increase responses to mail question-
naires, and more. 

An early project analyzing and recon-
structing W.I. Thomas’ unfinished study 
of the New York Jewish Daily Forward’s 
Bintel Brief (letters to the editor) offered 
remarkable insights into the Jewish 
immigrant experience, including one 
of the most vivid accounts available 
of early 20th-century Jewish family life. 
Anticipating current trends in interna-
tional student exchange, he collabo-
rated with Richard Lambert in studies 
of Indian visiting students’ adaptation 
to US universities. With Charles Westoff, 
his close friend and colleague, he 
co-authored two studies, one on the 
measurement of social mobility indica-
tors and one disproving then-common 
allegations that Catholic schooling 
discouraged achievement values and 
economic success. 

Bressler’s achievements were noted 
by the profession: in 2002 he received 

the Eastern Sociological Society’s Merit 
Award for exceptional contributions to 
the discipline.

Bressler served as consultant on 
educational and social policy issues 
at both the national and the state 
levels and participated as a member of 
“blue ribbon” panels appointed by the 
governors of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. In the 1960s, he served on the 
National Advisory Committee of the 
Behavioral Sciences Division of the 
National Institutes of Health. He was 
also chair of the research and academic 
advisory committee of the General Ac-
counting Office, the investigative arm 
of Congress.

Retirement did not stop Bressler. He 
remained a vibrant presence around 
campus and in the classroom, enrich-
ing the intellectual and personal lives 
of his students and colleagues. A con-
versation with Bressler inevitably raised 
challenging questions, intriguing 
dilemmas, invigorating possibilities. 
A virtuoso raconteur, he was equally 
skilled at listening. Throughout his 
years at Princeton, he paid close atten-
tion and dispensed wise advice to uni-
versity presidents, colleagues around 
campus, graduate and undergraduate 
students, as well as staff. In some cases, 
his guidance transformed lives. 

In one of his poems, Jorge Luis Borges 
invoked Diderot’s report about a 
castle’s façade which read: “You were 
already here before entering, and 
when you leave you will not know that 
you are staying.” Princeton University 
became Marvin Bressler’s castle. The 
memory of his extraordinary presence 
will forever stay within his beloved 
university. 

Marvin Bressler is survived by his 
daughters, Jan Bressler Andreeff, and 
Amy Bressler Nee, and four grandchil-
dren. His wife Nancy passed away in 
2007.

Viviana A. Zelizer, Miguel Centeno, Paul 
DiMaggio, Gil Rozman, Paul Starr, and 
Charles Westoff, Princeton University

Hank Frundt 
1922-2010

Sociologist and  Central American 
labor scholar Henry J. (Hank) Frundt, 
Professor of Sociology at Ramapo Col-
lege of New Jersey, died on September 
16, 2010, after a courageous struggle 
with cancer. Hank was born and raised 
in Blue Earth, MN, the eldest of five 
children. In 1958, he entered the Jesuit 
seminary at St. Louis University, where 
he earned a Masters degree in sociol-
ogy. He received a PhD from Rutgers 
University in 1978 and joined the 
faculty of Ramapo College where he 
taught for the past 38 years.

He authored several books on worker 
rights in Latin America, including Re-
freshing Pauses: Coca-Cola and Human 
Rights in Guatemala, (Praeger, 1987), 
which documented one of the first in-
ternational labor solidarity campaigns 
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with workers in Latin America, Trade 
Conditions and Labor Rights: US Initia-
tives, Dominican and Central American 
Responses (University Press of Florida, 
1998), and, most recently, Fair Bananas: 
Farmers, Workers and Consumers Strive 
to Change an Industry (University of Ari-
zona Press, 2009), which he completed 
while undergoing treatment. 

Hank was a staunch fighter for 
social justice throughout his life. He 
was an advocate for worker rights in 
Guatemala and Central America for 
many years. He was an active member 
of the U.S. Labor Education in the 
Americas Project, serving on its board 
for many years. He was an officer of 
the American Federation of Teachers 
unit at Ramapo and its delegate to 
the AFL-CIO Industrial Union Council 
of New Jersey. Hank is survived by his 
wife Bette, their six children, and eight 
grandchildren.

Bette Frundt and Stephen Coates, 
Ramapo College of New Jersey

Alex Inkeles
1920-2010

Alex Inkeles, a distinguished sociolo-
gist and social psychologist, died on 
July 9, 2010, in Palo Alto, CA. 

When in the late 1940s, Harvard 
University received funds to conduct a 
large-scale interview of Soviet émigrés 
in Europe, Alex Inkeles, fresh with 
a PhD in sociology from Columbia, 
was hired to lead the field work. The 
sample was sufficiently large to allow 
detailed comparisons between the 
experiences and views of those in 
different social positions. Drawing on 
this research, he and his collaborators 
developed a detailed analysis of the 
Soviet system at a time when sys-
tematic research within that country 
was impossible. His 1961 book, The 
Soviet Citizen: Daily Life in a Totalitarian 
Society (with Raymond Bauer), remains 
a classic account in terms of method 
and substance.

From his first writings, Inkeles was 
concerned with the larger cross-nation-
al implications of modern industrial 
life. An important article (with Peter 
Rossi) in the American Journal of Sociol-
ogy in 1956 provided evidence on 
occupational prestige in six industrial-
ized nations, advancing the thesis that 
rankings were standard, despite wide 
cultural differences. Five years earlier 
he had written words that anticipated 
his later research: “The factory is not 
merely a productive unit capable of 
turning out so many automobiles per 
day, but is also a social organization 
invested with values and emotional 
affect by the participants.” In speeches 
he often spoke of the factory as a kind 
of school in which workers from rural 
and other non-industrial backgrounds 
learned about the constraints of time 
and efficiency imposed by modern 
production systems.

Inkeles’s commitment to this thesis 

led to a bold undertaking in the 
1960s that few scholars would have 
attempted. He organized a cross-
national project that called for lengthy 
survey interviews of industrial workers, 
cultivators, and others in Argentina, 
Chile, East Pakistan (now Bangladesh), 
India, Israel, and Nigeria. The research 
involved a different collaborator/
field director in each country having 
substantial autonomy, yet with overall 
direction provided by Inkeles. This 
was long before the internet, and the 
coordination required a constant flow 
of telegrams, airmailed letters, and 
visits across different and sometimes 
hostile frontiers. Despite the inevitable 
problems that arose in each country, 
including the sometimes different ap-
proaches and views of the several field 
directors, Inkeles maintained a highly 
positive form of leadership. He was 
always ready and in most cases able to 
develop a solution to whatever chal-
lenges appeared, whether logistical, 
personal, or intrinsic to the research. 
The main outcome of the overall re-
search was the book Becoming Modern 
(1974, with David Smith), though 
Inkeles expanded the scope of the 
research in later writing and there were 
collaborative publications on issues 
specific to individual countries.

Among Alex Inkeles’s other inter-
ests and writings, was an important 
1969 essay on “National Character: 
The Study of Modal Personality and 
Sociocultural Systems.” Starting from 
more qualitative and impressionistic 
research by anthropologists, sociolo-
gists, psychiatrists, and others, Inkeles 
and his co-author, Daniel Levinson, 
developed a systematic theoretical 
and empirical approach to studying 
personality patterns that are distinctive 
of different cultures. This work evolved 
into the 1997 book National Character: 
A Psycho-Social Perspective, and has 
had a considerable impact on subse-
quent thinking by others who explore 
national character. In this, as in most 
of his writing, the work is basically 
comparative; it is also both theoreti-
cally driven and empirical in execution; 
deals with both continuity and change; 
focuses on ordinary people and every-
day life; and is concerned at once with 
broad sociological issues and pressing 
social concerns. 

Inkeles’s academic life was divided 
between Harvard and Stanford. At 
Harvard, he was Professor of Sociology 
in the Department of Social Relations 
(1957-1971), with appointments as well 
in the Russian Research Center and 
the Center for International Affairs. He 
moved to Stanford University, where 
he was a Senior Fellow at the Hoover 
Institution and a Professor of Sociology 
and of Education. His degrees had 
been from Cornell (AB, 1941, and MA, 
1946) and Columbia University (PhD, 
1949). While at Cornell, Inkeles took an 
intensive course in Russian language, 
and then during World War II orders 

came for him to report to the OSS, 
where he spent the remainder of the 
war reading Soviet newspapers and 
listening to Soviet radio. His 1950 book, 
Public Opinion in Soviet Russia, won the 
Kappa Tau Alpha Award for the best 
book on mass communication and 
journalism. 

Inkeles loved to travel and to view the 
art and drama of different cultures. He 
spoke and consulted in many coun-
tries. He was a charismatic lecturer, 
and students and colleagues were 
affected by the rapid and brilliant flow 
of ideas of all kinds. Once at Harvard, 
in his course on “Personality and Social 
Structure,” he was lecturing at his usual 
tempo. A student raised her hand: 
“Professor Inkeles,” she said, “would you 
please slow down just a bit so I can get 
more of your ideas into my notes?” He 
stopped briefly, looked at the student 
with genuine sympathy, but then said, 
in all candor: “I can’t!” And sped on.

Alex Inkeles was a member of the 
National Academy of Sciences, the 
American Academy of Arts and Sci-
ences, and the American Philosophi-
cal Society. He was President of the 
Sociological Research Association, Vice 
President of the American Sociological 
Association; twice a Fulbright Scholar; 
and held fellowships at the Russell 
Sage Foundation, the Eisenhower 
Foundation of Taiwan, the Institute for 
Advanced Study, and the Center for 
Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sci-
ences. In addition to many other prizes 
for particular articles and books, and 
numerous additional honors, in 1982 
he received the Cooley-Mead Award of 
the ASA’s Social Psychology Section. 

At Cornell, Bernadette Kane, the 
editor of the literary magazine, though 
declining to publish short stories he 
submitted, took an interest in him 
and he in her. They married after their 
graduation and were close compan-
ions in all ways until her death in 2005. 
Inkeles is survived by his daughter, Ann 
Inkeles Holleb, his son-in-law Gordon 
Holleb, and their son, Daniel.

Those who knew Alex Inkeles 
remember him as a person of bound-
less curiosity and enthusiasm, ever 
observant and attuned to whatever 
culture or setting he visited. He was a 
vivacious person, a charming host, and 
a warm friend. A conversation with him 
was always an invigorating experience 
and always memorable.

Howard Schuman, University of 
Michigan  

Norman B. Ryder 
1923-1910

The distinguished sociologist and 
demographer Norman Ryder died 
in Princeton on June 30, 2010, at the 
age of 86. Ryder was born in Ham-
ilton, Ontario, on August 24, 1923. 
After receiving his BA from McMaster 
University and serving two years in the 
Royal Canadian Navy, he earned his 

PhD.from Princeton in 1951. He then 
served on the faculties of the Univer-
sity of Toronto, Miami University of 
Ohio, and the University of Wisconsin 
before returning to Princeton in 1971 
as professor of sociology. He retired as 
professor emeritus in 1989.

Ryder’s signal contribution to social sci-
ence was his elaboration of the concept 
of the cohort as a mechanism of social 
and demographic change. A cohort is a 
group of people who enter a popula-
tion during the same period of time and 
go through life together experiencing 
common circumstances and events. 
The concept of the cohort proved to 
be pivotal in allowing demographers 
to understand the interplay between 
the level and timing of fertility and how 
they interacted to determine the rate of 
childbearing at any point in time. In pre-
senting Ryder with the Laureate Award 
on behalf of the International Union 
for the Scientific Study of Population, 
the distinguished French demographer 
Jacques Vallin noted: “you are the father 
of a method that no serious demograph-
ic textbook can afford to overlook.” 

The concept was also influential in 
helping sociologists understand the 
process of social change. Ryder dem-
onstrated that changes in a popula-
tion’s attitudes and behaviors over 
time occur as much through the dying 
out of older cohorts with old ideas 
and the coming of age of new cohorts 
with new ideas as from living people 
actually changing their minds. This 
realization did not stop him from trying 
to persuade colleagues of the virtues 
of cohort analysis. As he noted in a 
1988 interview, “I’ve spent my whole 
professional lifetime as a salesman for 
the cohort approach.”

Ryder is known for a series of 
landmark studies of changes in the 
reproductive behavior of American 
women that he launched during the 
1960s and 1970s with his Princeton 
colleague Professor Charles Westoff. 
Three rounds of the National Fertility 
Studies were conducted in 1965, 1970, 
and 1975, with thousands of interviews 
with women on issues such as contra-
ceptive use, unwanted births, sexual 
behavior, fertility expectations, and 
childbearing behavior. Before this time 
it was not widely accepted that survey 
researchers could ask women intimate 
questions about sexuality.

Results from these studies were 
presented in two influential and 
widely cited books, Reproduction in 
the United States, 1965 (1971) and The 
Contraceptive Revolution (1977), both 
published by Princeton University 
Press. Together they revolutionized 
demographic thinking on human 
fertility, provided data to untangle 
the period-cohort dynamics of the 
baby boom, and helped document 
the sexual revolution of the 1960s, 
thereby gaining notoriety both within 
and outside the academy.

While continuing to publish widely 
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on fertility issues, including more than 
100 journal articles and book chapters, 
Ryder also advised policymakers in the 
United States and in his native Canada 
on many aspects of population studies 
throughout his career. His many con-
tributions were recognized by peers 
and colleagues inside and outside the 
field of demography. He was elected to 
the Sociological Research Association 
in 1967 and served as its President in 
1974-75. In addition to being named 
the 2000 Laureate of the International 
Union for the Scientific Study of Popu-
lation, Ryder was elected as a fellow 
of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences and the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, and 
he received the Population Association 
of America’s Irene B. Taueber Award for 
outstanding achievement in demo-
graphic research. He was also awarded 
honorary doctorates by the Vrije Uni-
versiteit Brussel and the University of 
Montreal and named an Outstanding 
Alumnus of McMaster College.

Norman Ryder was an inspiration 
and mentor to generations of students 
both at Princeton and at other leading 
demographic training centers around 
the world. He was also a devoted 
husband to his wife of 63 years, Helen, 
his son Paul and his daughter Anne, 
and was beloved by four grandchildren 
and one great grandchild as well as 
his students and colleagues. He will 
be greatly missed at Princeton and by 
everyone in the fields of demography 
and sociology.

Douglas S. Massey, Thomas J. 
Espenshade, James Trussell, and Charles 
Westoff, Princeton University

Franz Schurmann
1926-2010

Franz Schurmann, Professor Emeritus 
of Sociology and History at the Uni-
versity of California-Berkeley, died on 
August 20, 2010, in San Francisco, CA.

Schurmann was born on June 21, 
1926, in New York City. He served in the 
U.S. Army during and after World War 
II, working in Japan as a newspaper 
censor. He went on to earn a PhD at 
Harvard in Asian Studies. He began his 
research in the mid-1950s, at a time 
when the echoes of the McCarthy 
era made the study of China risky for 
academic careers.

His book, The Mongols of Afghanistan 
(1962), remains a definitive work in the 
studies of that region. Ideology and Or-
ganization in Communist China (1966) 
and The China Reader (3 vols., editor) 
established Schurmann as one of the 
founders of the sociological study of 
the People’s Republic of China. Ideolo-
gy and Organization established a new 
paradigm for the sociology of China 
by integrating organizational theory 
with an incisive analysis of ideology 
and disciplinary expertise. Schur-
mann’s understandings flowed from 
his multicultural sensitivities and his 

remarkable fluency in Chinese dialects 
as well as an astounding number of 
other languages. Schurmann refused 
to demonize the Chinese communists 
and analyzed sympathetically the 
challenges they faced in establishing 
a stable social and political system, 
while at the same time avoiding 
uncritical praise of Maoism. He viewed 
the Chinese revolution both as a world 
historical event and as endogenous 
to the deep currents of Chinese social 
history, especially its great peasant 
rebellions. Despite his reliance then on 
the modernization theory, the empiri-
cal richness and comprehensiveness 
of Schurmann’s book makes it relevant 
today.

Schurmann’s foundational work drew 
a generation of young scholars to the 
sociological study of China, not only at 
Berkeley, but at the leading centers of 
graduate training on China. Citations 
to Schurmann’s book are prominent 
in the work of Yanjie Bian, Lisa Keister, 
Juan Linz, Victor Nee, Ann Swidler, 
Andrew Walder and Dali Yang. With 
other scholars, Schurmann worked 
for a quarter century to promote 
rapprochement with and diplomatic 
recognition of the People’s Republic of 
China, ironically, accomplished by the 
Nixon administration.

Schurmann continues to be widely 
remembered in Berkeley for his rousing 
speeches to audiences numbering in 
the thousands during the Vietnam War. 
Schurmann’s effective questioning 
of the U.S. war effort at an overflow 
gathering at Harmon Gym in 1965, 
led in the following year to a convinc-
ing condemnation of the war during 
a debate with Arthur Goldberg, U.S. 
Ambassador to the United Nations, and 
developed into a rousing call to action 
at the Hearst Greek Theater to stop the 
war following the U.S. invasion of Cam-
bodia. With fellow Berkeley Professors 
Peter Dale Scott and Reginald Zelnik, 
Schurmann formed the Faculty Peace 
Committee and authored the Politics 
of Escalation in Vietnam. Schurmann’s 
message was carried further by Pa-
cific News Service (PNS), which he co-
founded with Orville Schell and which 
went forward under the directorship of 
Sandy Close, his wife and partner of 42 
years. PNS continues to this day as New 
America Media, an association of about 
3,000 ethnic media outlets.

Schurmann’s later books, The Logic of 
World Power (1974) and The Foreign Pol-
itics of Richard Nixon (1987), creatively 
advanced thinking about the state 
beyond the conventional accounts 
of totalitarian regimes and liberal-
democratic theories about political 
culture and modernization. Schurmann 
theorized about how the development 
of great power states is contingent 
upon their global interactions and, in 
particular, historic transformations of 
the U.S.-Soviet-China triangle. At the 
same time wars and rivalries were be-
ing waged between these three states, 

within the states, interests and ideolo-
gies fueled wars of position among 
rival bureaucracies.

Schurmann developed a meth-
odology of fathoming the conflicts 
between national security bureaucra-
cies from a close reading of what is 
said, not said, and implied in govern-
ment documents and newspaper 
accounts. Schumann taught his 
students how to use such texts to 
uncover the usually secretive level of 
bureaucratic warfare. The analysis of 
which sources are used, how quota-
tions are selected, and which types of 
information are leaked or otherwise 
made available, became clues to what 
was going on beneath the surface. 
Schurmann inspired many Berkeley 
graduate students with his seminar 
on The Pentagon Papers, his chal-
lenges to conventional views, and his 
wide-ranging intellect. As Paul Joseph 
put it, “His students always heard 
his voice, challenging their earlier 
point of view. To experience a good, 
productive, intellectually stimulating 
argument, all his students had to do 
was to open one of his books or read 
the notes they had taken during his 
seminars.”

For Todd Gitlin, “Schurmann invented 
outside-the-box before it became 
the box. He spun off notions as if 
he’d invented them—which he had. 
He magnetized not only people but 
ideas. He never thought a theory was a 
person, a thing, a litany, or a catechism. 
He thought in ideas. They were the 
medium of his thought. He was, as 
Emerson said, the American scholar 
should be, ‘humankind thinking.’ He 
was an exemplary intellectual, and a 
wonder.”

Schurmann is survived by Sandy 
Close; sons Mark Anderson Schurmann 
and Peter Leon Schurmann and his 
wife, Aruna Lee; grandson Leon; sister, 
Dorothy Schurmann; and godson, 
Hanif Bey.

Donations may be made to the Franz 
Schurmann Memorial Fund to support 
freelance journalists on special travel 
assignments: <newamericamedia.org/
anniversary.php>.

Robert Blauner, University of California-
Berkeley; Bruce Cumings, University 
of Chicago; Todd Gitlin, Columbia 
University; Paul Joseph, Tufts University; 
Clarence Y.H. Lo, University of Missouri at 
Columbia; Richard Madsen, University 
of California0-San Diego; David Matza, 
University of California, Berkeley; Victor 
Nee, Cornell University

Gresham M. Sykes
1922-2010

Gresham M’Cready Sykes passed 
away peacefully in his sleep on Octo-
ber 29, 2010 in Charlottesville, VA. He 
was born in 1922 in Plainfield, NJ. He 
joined the army in 1942 and was dis-
charged in 1946 at the rank of Captain 
in the Corps of Engineers. That same 

year he married Carla Adelt who has 
been with him until he died. 

“Grex” received his doctorate in 
sociology at Northwestern University 
in 1954. He would go on to write five 
books, several monographs, and nearly 
an article or book chapter a year for 
some 35 years. Within four years of 
receiving his doctorate, he would 
publish two of the works that would 
help to establish him as one of the 
20th century’s most notable figures in 
sociological criminology.

The Society of Captives: A Study of 
a Maximum Security Prison was first 
published in 1958 during his tenure at 
Princeton University. Each chapter in 
this small volume became a classic in 
its own right. More than a half century 
later, criminologists and penologists 
are still familiar with Sykes’s arguments 
concerning “the corruption of author-
ity,” “argot roles,” “crisis and equilibrium,” 
and, most famously of all, “the pains of 
imprisonment.” The book was released 
again by Oxford University Press in 
1971 and for a third time in 2007 by 
Princeton University Press (its original 
publisher).

Grex co-authored “Techniques of 
Neutralization” with David Matza, 
published in 1957 by the American 
Sociological Review. It’s safe to say that 
there are few, if any, academics versed 
in American criminology who are not 
familiar with the arguments laid out in 
this seminal work. The article continues 
to be republished in anthologies for 
courses in criminology and in the 
sociology of deviance. There are likely 
hundreds of thousands of sociology 
and criminology students in the United 
States and beyond who over the de-
cades had, at one time, memorized the 
five techniques of neutralization for an 
upcoming exam.

Unlike many of his notable con-
temporaries, Grex’s career was not 
confined to one or two academic in-
stitutions.  He held posts at Princeton, 
Columbia, Northwestern, University of 
California-Los Angeles, Dartmouth, the 
University of Denver, and the Univer-
sity of Virginia. While at the University 
of Virginia, he received the Edwin H. 
Sutherland from the American Society 
of Criminology in 1980. He retired after 
14 years at the University of Virginia as 
professor emeritus in 1988.

Following his retirement, Grex dedi-
cated himself to his artwork. He spent 
tireless hours working in his studio in 
Charlottesville and had several gallery 
exhibitions.

Besides being a pioneer in sociologi-
cal criminology and a successful artist, 
Grex was a loyal friend who had a 
terrific sense of humor and who felt 
passionately about the conditions of 
the disenfranchised. He will be dearly 
missed by his family, friends, and col-
leagues.

Robert Heiner, Plymouth State University 
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Carla B. Howery  
Teaching Enhancement Grants Program
Deadline: February 1, 2011

call for submissions For Members Only . . .

The ASA web site is officially open for 2011 membership 
enrollments and renewals.  Please visit www.asanet.org for the 
latest information regarding member benefits and membership 
fees.  Members may register for the 2011 annual meeting during 
the online renewal or enrollment process.  

	 ASA Express Renewal: ASA has a feature that simplifies 
online member renewals for the 2011 calendar year.  If 
the contact information and the membership selections 
remain the same, you may advance to the payment page to 
complete the 2011 membership renewal.  This convenience 
only involves two page clicks.   Individuals with lapsed 
memberships before 2010 will have to use the regular online 
renewal system.  

	 Save more than 50% on a subscription to Sociology Compass 
(www.blackwell-compass.com/subject/sociology/), a journal 
of peer-reviewed survey articles across the discipline.

	 ASA members receive a 20% discount on Sage books. Use 
promotion code S09ASA when ordering online (www.
sagepub.com) or by calling (800) 818-7243.

	 ASA members receive a 20% discount on sociology titles 
published by the University of California Press. Visit www.
ucpress.edu/books/subject/sociology.php and use source 
code 10W9688 at checkout.

For complete information on these and other ASA 
member benefits, visit <www.asanet.org/benefits>.

Membership in ASA benefits you!

Applications are being accepted for the 
Carla B. Howery Teaching Enhancement 
Grants Program.  This small grants program 
supports teaching projects that advance the 
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) 
within the discipline of sociology.  

Carla B. Howery Teaching Enhancement 
grants can support an individual, a program, 
a department, or a committee of a state or 
regional association.  ASA will award up to 
two grants, of up to $2,000 each.  Competitive 
proposals describe projects that will advance 
the teaching and learning of sociology, will 
continue to have an impact over time, and 
optimally, will lead to systemic change.  The 
criteria are intentionally flexible in order to 
accommodate innovative proposals. 

Applications should consist of a project 
description, CVs for all project leaders, and 
IRB documentation where appropriate.  The 
project description is limited to a maximum of 
five pages and should: (a) include an overview 
of the project, describing the problem it 
addresses, the approach to addressing 
the problem, and the empirical basis for 
evaluating that approach; (b) briefly locate 
the project in the Scholarship of Teaching and 

Learning literature as well as other relevant 
literature; (c) describe the expected benefits 
of the project, including systemic impacts; (d) 
provide a detailed budget; and (e) indicate 
whether, in the event the project is funded, a 
check should be made payable directly to the 
project leader or to an affiliated institution.  

ASA membership is not a criterion for ap-
plication or selection for this grant, however, 
recipients must be ASA members before the 
final award is made.  ASA membership involves 
registration as an ASA member via the ASA 
website and acceptance of and adherence to 
the ASA Code of Ethics.  Grantees must also pro-
vide documentation of pertinent IRB approval 
for the funded project.  Applications from all 
sub-areas of the discipline are welcome.

Applications should be sent as a PDF file to 
apap@asanet.org.  Only electronic submis-
sions will be accepted.  All materials must be 
received by the deadline to be considered.  
Notification of awards will be sent out in ear-
ly April 2010.  For more information about 
the Carla B. Howery Teaching Enhancement 
Grants Program and required application 
materials, visit the funding page at www.
asanet.org or e-mail apap@asanet.org.

ASA to Move 2011 Annual Meeting  
from Chicago
The ASA is moving its 2011 Annual Meeting from Chicago in response 
to a labor dispute involving hotels in the city, including those that had 
been scheduled to host the meeting. ASA Council voted unanimously 
to move the meeting from Chicago because ASA cannot guarantee that 
the facilities and environment necessary for a successful meeting will 
be available. The Association is currently involved in negotiations for an 
alternative site for the 2011 Annual Meeting and will announce the new 
location soon. The meeting will still take place in mid August, though the 
exact dates may change slightly. The latest updates will appear on the 
ASA website <www.asanet.org>.
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