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Surveys show that sociology majors are inspired by the discipline’s mission, are strongly Reasoning
attracted to sociological concepts, and picked sociology as an undergraduate major | for Majoring
because of their interest in sociological concepts. They are particularly interested in in Sociology
those that explained relationships among institutions, processes, and individuals. If
these concepts are made exciting in their first sociology course, majoring becomes a
likely outcome. Few major in sociology for reasons of convenience. These top reasons for
majoring do not vary significantly by type of school.

Sociology Majors Are Inspired by The Discipline's Concepts and Mission

(Percentage of Sociology Majors Responding, 2005)

Interesting Concepts 90.4%
Enjoyed First Course 74.4%

Forces/Individuals 63.7%

|

Understanding Social |
Relationships |

|

Help to Change Society 44.0%

Preparation in Various

0,
Research Methods 31.2%

Required Fewer Credit

0,
Hours than Other Majors 7:3%

Could Not Get' Into Desired 1.6%
Major

Source: ASA, Research and Development Department, What Can | Do with a Bachelor's in Sociology? A National Survey
of Seniors Majoring in Sociology (Washington, DC: ASA, 2005).
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