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(continued)

Official Reports and
Proceedings

2000-2001 Council Minutes

Friday, February 9, 2001

Present: Richard D. Alba, Elijah Anderson,
Catherine White Berheide, William T. Bielby,
Florence B. Bonner, Diane Brown, Michael
Burawoy, Craig Calhoun, Nancy Denton, Paul
DiMaggio, Joe R. Feagin, Richard Flacks, Arne
L. Kalleberg, Nan Lin, Lynn Smith-Lovin, Dou-
glas S. Massey, Ross Matsueda, Barbara
Risman.

Absent: Carole C. Marks, Barbara F. Reskin
Staff: Felice J. Levine, Carla B. Howery,

Alfonso Latoni, Roberta Spalter-Roth,
Katherine Rosich

President Douglas Massey convened the
Council meeting at 7:30 p.m., following a
Council dinner. The Friday evening meeting
focused on a number of issues under the topic
“The Annual Meeting and Looking Ahead.”
Executive Officer Felice J. Levine outlined a
range of issues requiring Council input, includ-
ing policies relating to Annual Meeting partici-
pation. She introduced Janet Astner, Director
of Meeting Services to lead the discussion, but
first surprised Astner with toasts from her and
others on Council to honor her 25 years of ser-
vice to the Association in many important ca-
pacities.

Council discussed site selection and the cri-
teria for choosing a location for the 2005 An-
nual Meeting—ASA’s centennial year. Next,
Council members turned their attention to a
consideration of the policies relating to partici-
pation in the Annual Meeting. Council passed
the following motion.

Motion: That the Annual Meeting program
policy limiting an individual’s participation
to two program sessions be broadened to al-
low exemptions for professional service ac-
tivities (e.g., workshop or seminar leader, data
resource or funding source representative).
Carried unanimously.
Other policies governing participation were

also discussed, and Council reaffirmed the
importance of current guidance. In particular,
Council indicated that (1) an appearance as a
book critic or invited panelist is a substantive
role and does not qualify for a professional
service exemption, and (2) participation is lim-
ited to one sole authorship per individual.

Saturday, February 10, 2001

President Massey convened the Council at
9:15 a.m.

1. Approval of Agenda and Minutes

The agenda was approved as presented.
Council reaffirmed its approval of the minutes
from the August 16-17, 2000 meeting, previ-
ously reviewed and approved by e-mail.

2. Report of the President

President Massey reported that plans and
activities for the 2001 Annual Meeting were
proceeding smoothly. He said that the vast
majority of the meeting sessions were orga-
nized, and that several more author-meets-
critic sessions and special sessions have been
added. He also noted that a videotape has
been commissioned, entitled “Cities in Cellu-
loid,” as an added feature; it covers topics
such as the systematic disenfranchisement of
the electorate.

3. Report on Behalf of the President-elect

Secretary Florence Bonner reported for Presi-
dent-elect Barbara F. Reskin, who was ill and
unable to travel to Washington, DC for the
Council meeting. Bonner said that the 2002
program planning was progressing quite well.
She described the innovative meeting format
proposed for the 2002 meetings, designed to
offer multiple opportunities to learn about and
discuss a key topic. As currently envisioned, a
plenary session would feature invited speak-
ers who would raise key issues. Two or three
special sessions would then follow that expand
on those issues, leading to a final tier of
roundtable discussions to encourage member
dialogue. Secretary Bonner commended Janet
Astner for doing an excellent job of keeping the
2002 meeting on track.

 4. Report of the Secretary

Secretary Bonner reported on 2000 member-
ship and section membership figures. Noting
that there was a small drop (202 members)
below 13,000 members, Bonner said that mem-
bership numbers since 1995 have remained
fairly stable, and retention rates across catego-
ries have remained fairly strong. Rates of re-
tention are highest for regular members at 86
percent and lowest for student members at 73
percent.

Turning to section membership, Secretary
Bonner noted that 60 percent of ASA members
are section members, and on average they be-
long to more than two sections. She noted that
the decline across sections generally reflects the
decline in membership in 2000. Overall how-
ever, sections remain healthy. Sections with the
largest membership include Medical Sociology;
Organizations, Occupations, and Work; and
Sex and Gender, each with more than 1000
members. She noted that the Section on Eco-
nomic Sociology reached full section status and
made the 300 plus membership mark.

5. Report of the Executive Officer

Executive Officer Levine presented a brief
overview of where the Association has focused
its attention for the past five or six months. She
complimented the Executive Office staff on
doing an excellent substantive job both for the
Association and for sociology. The result has
been a strengthening of internal work, and also

raising the visibility of sociology externally.
Levine also reported on ASA’s continuing

contributions to the Census as a member of the
Decennial Census Advisory Committee. In
addition, she provided an update on her ac-
tivities over the past year on issues of human
subjects protection relating to the social and
behavioral sciences. She underscored that ASA
and the other social science societies were work-
ing to bring to the fore the concerns of research-
ers and teachers about sound ethical and schol-
arly practices. President Massey added that
Levine was appointed by outgoing Health and
Human Services Secretary Donna Shalala to
the National Human Research Protection Ad-
visory Committee, and, as a result, the social
and behavioral sciences are in an unusually
good position to have an impact.

Levine also provided an update on grant
support. She indicated that she had been in-
formed informally that the proposal to the
National Science Foundation (NSF) for the re-
newal of the Fund for the Advancement of the
Discipline (FAD) was being recommended for
funding. She commended Roberta Spalter-Roth
for her work on the proposal. Also, she reported
that she had heard informally that the pro-
posal she submitted to NSF with William Frey
(University of Michigan) to undertake a ”Col-
laborative Project on Integrating Census Data
into the Curriculum” will receive support.

Levine said that another major area of focus
over the past several months has been ASA
website development. The active involvement
of the Executive Office staff in this project was
a key factor in the successes achieved so far.
On-line submission of abstracts and papers
for the Annual Meeting was a priority in the
website development, and, while submitting
documents online can be frustrating initially,
the web developers have been attentive to solv-
ing problems. The database containing the ab-
stracts and paper submissions will function as
an ongoing repository, which will be accessible
in the member-only area after the end of calen-
dar year. It will also be the location from which
papers presented at the Annual Meeting can
be purchased.

Council discussed website developments and
raised some questions about the technical as-
pects of the system. Council members asked
whether there were plans to expand the system
capacity for dissemination of Council materi-
als. Levine said the goal of this phase of the
website development is to set up a backbone
or a template, which would include restricted
listservs where committees and task forces can
communicate with each other. Included in this
design would be a structure that would have
the capacity for the Executive Officer to com-
municate with Council and to post materials
for Council’s retrieval.

Levine noted that innovations on the horizon
for the ASA website included an online Annual
Meeting program with more robust search ca-
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pacities and online access to abstracts and texts
from ASA journal articles. A goal of ASA, ide-
ally by 2002, is to have journals online in mem-
ber-only space so that member-subscribers to
journals would have access to electronic and
print versions. Levine also described the Mem-
ber Forum that permits interactive, online dis-
cussion on topics pertaining to sociology by
ASA members. She noted that it is located in
the member-only area of the ASA website. She
acknowledged the important leadership of Joe
Feagin and John Kennedy on this project.

Council members briefly discussed whether
formal web posting of journal articles consti-
tutes prior publication for submission of pa-
pers for publication. President Massey said that
this issue was discussed at the Committee on
the Executive Office and Budget (EOB). Levine
added that ASA has the benefit of legal coun-
sel with expertise and extensive experience in
intellectual property issues to guide decisions
in this area.

6. Report on ASA Investments and Reserve

Secretary Bonner provided an overview of
the state of ASA investments and reserves. She
reported that, while ASA investments overall
did not perform as well as the S&P index in the
last quarter, the designated fund from the house
proceeds gained. In response to Council mem-
bers’ questions, she said that in a conference
call with the investment manager in January,
EOB raised critical questions about investment
decisions. Bonner said that EOB meets regu-
larly with Fiduciary Trust International, the
ASA investment firm, to discuss the ASA port-
folio. In general, while the ASA portfolio re-
flected the recent market declines, in the long-
term, ASA investments have experienced
growth with this investment firm. Council
members advised a conservative approach to
managing the ASA funds, given the uncertainty
of the market.

7. Committee on Sections

Executive Officer Levine briefly summarized
several recommendations for Council action
that were approved by the Committee on Sec-
tions (COS) in a conference call on January 25,
2001. Levine also said that the COS was very
positive about the change to a four-day An-
nual Meeting. The Executive Office had fully
consulted with COS about this change and the
processes for implementing it.

Council took up the general issue discussed
by COS about section ballots. Council shared
the concern about the need for clarification about
what constitutes a ballot. Council thought that
section elections and referenda should only be
by mail and should not be sent electronically or
included in section newsletters. Council encour-
aged adding language to the Section Manual.

Council discussed the recommendations of
the COS, focusing especially on the importance
of harmonizing the missions of sections. First
on the agenda was the proposal from the Sec-
tion on Undergraduate Education (SUE) to
change the scope, mission, and name of the

section (to the Section on Teaching and Learn-
ing). COS had raised concerns about the pos-
sible overlap between SUE and the Section on
Sociology of Education. Council shared these
concerns and was supportive of the process
proposed by COS for addressing the issue ex-
peditiously. COS was recommending that SUE
consult with the Section on Sociology of Edu-
cation, reporting back to COS for final review
and approval so that SUE could proceed with
a spring ballot.

Council members also considered a proposal
for a new section-in-formation on
Ethnomethodology and Conversational Analy-
sis. Council expressed some concern that the
move to create new sections might encourage
fragmentation of existing sections. In addition,
Council reviewed bylaw changes proposed by
COS. Finally, Council discussed the status of
those sections that had dropped below the 300-
member requirement. Council then passed a
motion addressing four issues relating to sec-
tions.

Motion: To support the recommendation of
the Committee on Sections. Carried (16-0,
with 2 abstentions).

To delegate to the Committee on Sections fi-
nal determination of whether the Section on
Undergraduate Education can put on its
spring ballot a proposal to change the name
and purpose of the Section after a process of
that section consulting with the Section on
the Sociology of Education

To grant section-in-formation status to
Ethnomethodology and Conversational
Analysis, pending a commitment to join from
100 current 2001 members, as prescribed by
the Sections Manual.

To approve by-law changes that are essen-
tially administrative for the Section on Col-
lective Behavior and Social Movements and
for the Section on Medical Sociology.

To approve the name change for the Section
on Rational Choice to Rationality and Soci-
ety, consistent with this section’s efforts to
broaden its appeal.

8. Dues Structure and Cafeteria Plan

Executive Officer Levine presented a brief
overview of the efforts over recent years by the
Committee on the Executive Office and Bud-
get, the Publications Committee, and Council
to undertake an assessment of the dues struc-
ture in which journal subscriptions are embed-
ded in a cafeteria of options with dues. The
concern has been that ASA dues are high and
publishing innovation is constrained by having
many journal choices incorporated into the dues
structure. Pending a consideration of this is-
sue, since 1999, EOB and Council have kept
dues constant without the normal COLA ad-
justments in 2000 and 2001.

Levine indicated that Fran Marchbank, a con-
sultant with expertise in publishing and mem-
bership in scholarly societies, was retained to
review this issue. A preliminary report pre-

sented to EOB in July 2000 led EOB to con-
clude provisionally that the best option was
decoupling dues and journal subscriptions re-
quiring that members subscribe to one journal,
with no increased costs to members. In Au-
gust, Council received a report on the EOB
meeting and the work that was planned for the
fall. After further data gathering and investi-
gation this fall, Fran Marchbank and Levine,
with contributions from Director of Publica-
tions Karen Edwards, produced an extensive
report that provided alternative models and
financial analyses.

The report essentially affirmed the provi-
sional recommendation reached by EOB in
August. A basic principle in this decoupling
plan is to ensure that the overall aggregate cost
to members does not increase when dues and
subscriptions are separated. While members
will be required to take one journal, the vast
majority of members (approximately 90 per-
cent) already subscribe to one or more jour-
nals. Since almost half of ASA members (bet-
ter than 40 percent) subscribe to two or more
journals, the ASA would be offering members
potential savings although the hope would be
that most members would continue their cur-
rent subscription pattern. Emeritus members
would be exempt from the one journal require-
ment.

Levine indicated that the Publications Com-
mittee considered this issue at its December
meeting, and was very drawn to this plan. At
its January 2001 meeting, EOB devoted sub-
stantial time to discussing the report, analysis,
and recommendations, and passed a resolu-
tion recommending decoupling dues and jour-
nal subscriptions and requiring all members
except Emeritus members to select one jour-
nal. EOB thought that this change should give
members much more flexibility and also allow
for more meaningful assessment of ASA’s pub-
lication program. EOB emphasized the impor-
tance of instituting a change this calendar
year—especially with ASA launching Contexts
in 2002. Also, EOB members noted that mem-
ber dues have been fixed without COLA ad-
justments pending a decision on this issue.
EOB thought that this change required ap-
proval by ASA voting members. Levine and
EOB recommended that this take place by bal-
lot after an opportunity for full discussion at
the Annual Meeting.

Council was impressed with this report and
the care that EOB has given to this topic. Coun-
cil members raised concerns that the literal
uncoupling of dues and subscriptions needed
to be essentially cost neutral for all categories
of membership, especially for students and
lower income members. Discussion focused on
the long-term advantage of students receiving
more of a subsidy. Council was supportive of
the plan in principle but wanted EOB to arrive
at final costs for membership and journals re-
sponsive to the special interests of students.
Council indicated that, in August, it would
review the final dues amounts, which would

(continued)
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then go into effect in 2002 were the referendum
to be adopted by ASA members.

Council emphasized that it needs to be clear
to members that the decoupling of dues from
subscriptions does not involve a change in the
income categories (which might be considered
in a separate process). EOB concluded, and
Council concurred, that any recommended
change should be widely publicized, discussed
at the Annual Meeting, and then voted on by a
special ballot directly after the Annual Meet-
ing, so that ASA members could vote their pref-
erence.

Motion: To approve the decoupling of jour-
nal from dues as recommended by EOB such
that all ASA members (except Emeritus Mem-
bers) be required to subscribe to one journal,
that the cost to students be further subsi-
dized, and that members be consulted on
this change with their approval being sought
through a member referendum following the
Annual Meeting. Carried unanimously.
Council reiterated that the decoupling of

dues from subscriptions had benefits for mem-
bers irrespective of whether income categories
themselves needed to be changed. Addition-
ally, Council thought that it would be useful to
undertake what has become a periodic review
of the progressive dues categories. They asked
that EOB undertake this work during the com-
ing year.

9. Status of Publishing the Journal Contexts

Executive Officer Levine provided a brief
overview of the resources, finances, and status
of the publishing agreement for Contexts. She
noted that EOB devoted substantial time to
reconsideration of the financial requirements
for Contexts when it met in January. EOB mem-
bers appreciated the importance of commit-
ting adequate resources to enable the success
of this new launch, and agreed that a system
of careful monitoring of the business opera-
tions is essential to ensuring that the journal
has maximum opportunity for success and
yet that the Association does not exceed what-
ever it commits as its maximum exposure.

Levine noted that much had been gained in
understanding how to succeed in producing a
top-flight social science magazine, and that
substantial progress had been made in moving
Contexts closer to publication. She indicated
that inaugural editor Claude Fischer was cre-
atively implementing the vision of the Publica-
tions Committee and Council to publish a
magazine that would impart knowledge and
be informative to all sociologists, social scien-
tists, and other interested publics. The Univer-
sity of California Press has developed a re-
vised publishing plan for Council’s consider-
ation. Levine also noted that the University of
California Press has had very recent experience
in launching a new magazine similar to Con-
texts.

Levine reported that the revised plan consid-
ered by EOB included increased costs to ac-
count for a more aggressive marketing plan
and publishing Contexts in a magazine format.

EOB also discussed the maximum investment
that would be prudent from the Rose Fund in
light of wanting to ensure the sufficient funds
would remain available for the Rose series were
Contexts to be unsuccessful under the worst-
case scenario. Based on analysis provided by
ASA’s long-term investment manager at Fidu-
ciary International, EOB concluded that the
maximum investment from the Rose Fund for
Contexts should not exceed $620,000. Levine
and Secretary Bonner also reported on how EOB
expected to monitor the financial performance
of this new journal.

Council discussed the financial modeling and
the potential impact on the Rose Fund of
launching Contexts. Council members were
supportive of enlarging the commitment of
funds available for Contexts, but thought that
EOB needed to be sure that Fiduciary Interna-
tional was realistic about growth and revenue
from various investment strategies for the Rose
Fund. In addition, Council discussed the vi-
sion of the magazine, how articles were to be
commissioned, and the importance of articles
meeting review standards in terms of publish-
ing the best knowledge available on important
issues. Council again emphasized that the pri-
mary objective of publishing this magazine is
to be informative across specialty fields of so-
ciology and aligned social sciences. Council
reiterated its enthusiasm for Contexts and what
it could mean to the discipline, to sociologists,
and to budding sociologists in their various
work sectors and areas of employment.

Motion: That the Association commit a maxi-
mum investment of no more than $620,000
to launch ASA’s new journal, Contexts, under
the understanding that the Executive Officer
will continue to monitor the financial opera-
tions, reporting annually to EOB and Coun-
cil, and, that, in 2003, EOB examine any de-
partures from projected revenues and expen-
ditures—with a formal vote in 2004 and a
recommendation to Council as to whether to
continue to invest in Contexts based on a full
consideration of revenues and costs in light
of the maximum possible investment. Car-
ried unanimously.

10. Report on Subscriptions

Secretary Bonner provided an overview of
institutional subscriptions for 2000. She indi-
cated that, overall, journal subscriptions re-
main steady with under a one percent decrease
when compared to 1999 end-of-year totals.
Secretary Bonner also reported on individual
non-member subscriptions. These subscriptions
are small in number (approximately 400 across
the six journals published directly by ASA)
and seem to reduce modestly each year. In
addition, Bonner reported that the total num-
ber of member subscribers had dropped in
2000. In 2000, ASA restored the Emeritus cat-
egory, which no longer requires that these mem-
bers subscribe to a journal. She emphasized
the member add-on subscriptions have only a
modest effect on subscription revenue because
most of this revenue is generated through in-

stitutional subscriptions.
Secretary Bonner also reported on EOB’s rec-

ommendation to reduce the cost of the JSTOR
subscription for ASA members starting mid-
year (July 1, 2001).

Motion: To reduce the JSTOR subscription
for ASA members from $60 to $40. Carried
unanimously.

11. Reactivate Idea for a Development Cam-
paign

Secretary Bonner provided background on
the idea of launching an ASA development
campaign. In 1998, during his President-elect
year, Alejandro Portes convened a planning
committee to explore the possibility of a devel-
opment campaign. Though past Councils and
EOBs have been positive about proceeding and
have passed formal resolutions to that effect,
no further work to launch a campaign has yet
commenced.

Levine said that Portes had an ambition to
put in place a long-term fundraising effort that
would enable the Association to undertake
important programmatic work on behalf of the
discipline. He thought that a fundraising strat-
egy to promote and advance “Sociology for
the New Century” would be the right legacy to
leave for sociology and for ASA. Despite
Council’s original hope of creating a planning
committee, unanticipated events in 1999 and
2000 left this aspiration on the “back burner.”
In August 1999, Council reaffirmed its com-
mitment to this idea and passed a motion to
appoint a steering committee and to urge past-
President Portes to remain involved.

Levine summarized the ideas and activities
for a potential development campaign. She also
reported on contributions from annual giving
on the membership renewal and through a spe-
cial mailing to high-income members. She noted
that, particularly with the ASA centennial in
2005, it seemed appropriate to restart a devel-
opment initiative. She said that the Executive
Office stands ready to participate in the devel-
opment campaign, but that such an effort
needed and would be enriched by Council and
officers’ participation and leadership. Bonner
said that EOB encouraged developing as
quickly as possible a strong list of potential
participants with knowledge and understand-
ing about identifying resources.

Motion: To authorize the President to ap-
point a development committee including
representatives of Council to develop an ac-
tion plan that could link to the ASA centen-
nial. Carried unanimously.

12. Centennial Planning for 2005

Council considered 2005 and the need to
develop and implement plans for the 100th an-
niversary of the American Sociological Asso-
ciation. Levine reported that, in December, the
Committee on Publications had formed a sub-
committee to generate ideas about special pub-
lications for the centennial, including special

(continued)
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issues of journals, “reviews,” and so forth.
Council considered a background memoran-
dum on Centennial ideas provided by Levine
and Carla Howery. Suggestions included spe-
cial lectures, programming in high schools,
film/video presentations, and exhibits for mu-
seums and schools; creative use of the internet;
and preparation of special materials (teach-
ing, history of sociology, major events in the
field) and events targeted for the international
sociological community, regional and specialty
sociological associations, and the ASA’s own
Annual Meeting.

Council members discussed various ways in
which the Association might mark this historic
event, and what the objectives of such com-
memoration ought to be. Some members
thought a history of ASA or a series on the
historical origins of sociology, on the great so-
ciologists, or excerpts from great sociologists
would be appropriate. Other members of Coun-
cil thought that a web site might be created for
out-of-print sociological works, or that ASA
might set up its own reprint service. Reprinting
some of the old editions of Footnotes was also
suggested. Some Council members felt the
membership ought to be polled for their per-
ceptions about the most influential sociologists
and works; others suggested that departments
should be asked how they would like to ob-
serve this event in terms of their resources. Most
members agreed that projects to increase stu-
dent participation (such as student centennial
awards) should be given high priority, as should
efforts to increase the international presence of
and in the Association.

Motion: That the President begin to assemble
a centennial committee to develop a concerted
plan for the ASA centennial in 2005. Carried
unanimously.

13. Long-Term Possibilities of 4-Day Annual
Meeting

Levine gave a brief overview of feedback re-
garding the shift from a five-day to a four-day
Annual Meeting. She noted that overall it has
met with a very positive reaction across the
membership and, as she reported earlier, from
section leadership. She thought that members
understood the message that Council hoped
to convey in making this change; that is, that a
four-day meeting would reduce member costs
and increase the probability that more partici-
pants would be present together. She noted
that for ASA the change also had the potential
for financial savings.

Levine indicated that planning for the 2002
Annual Meeting would proceed more expedi-
tiously if the decision about whether to con-
tinue a 4-day Annual Meeting were made now.
While she indicated that she would have pre-
ferred President-elect Barbara Reskin to be
present when Council made this decision, she
reported that Reskin believed that her ambi-
tions for the 2002 meeting could be achieved
under the 4-day model and therefore that the
change was acceptable.

Council members indicated that they believed

the 4-day meeting would have definite advan-
tages and that others with whom they had spo-
ken shared that view. Some Council members
thought it might be premature to vote a per-
manent 4-day Annual Meeting in light of the
need to assess how it will work in practice. Yet,
Council members also recognized that the Ex-
ecutive Office needed lead-time in planning to
be able to work out the most favorable options
for the Association and members. Council con-
sidered whether to assess the 4-day Annual
Meeting at the end of 2003, while authorizing
the Executive Office to continue planning for
2005 based on a 4-day model. Council con-
cluded that, with 2005 site selection upon ASA,
it made the most sense to shift to a 4-day meet-
ing which would not constrain any Council in
the future from altering the number of days if
it chose to do so. Accordingly, Council passed
the following resolution:

Motion: To adopt a 4-day meeting schedule
and authorize the renegotiation of hotel con-
tracts in this format. Carried unanimously.
Council also discussed other Annual Meet-

ing business. Council members urged that ex-
hibits should remain open for the entire 4 days
of the Annual Meeting, and suggested ideas
for attracting more members into the exhibit
area.

14. Reports of the Task Forces

Articulation of Sociology in Two-Year and Four-
Year Sociology Programs. Catherine Berheide,
Council Liaison, presented an interim report
from this Task Force. The Task Force, estab-
lished in 1999, was charged with examining
sociology programs in community colleges and
articulation agreements in various states, and
with developing curriculum guidelines that
would be useful in community college pro-
grams and in linking two-year and four-year
programs. The interim report makes clear that,
while articulation issues have not been disci-
pline-driven (these issues have been addressed
by institutions, educational systems, and ac-
crediting agencies), a professional learned so-
ciety such as the ASA has a stake in articula-
tion, given its commitment both to the educa-
tion of students and to the professional growth
of sociology faculty.

Berheide briefly overviewed the interim re-
port. She emphasized that it summarized the
different types of articulation agreements in
states. She noted that the final report will pro-
vide examples that could be used as models
for states without such agreements or with ar-
ticulation plans that are not working well for
sociology departments and students.

Berheide indicated that ASA’s 10-year-old
report “Liberal Learning and the Sociology
Major,” might be revised to incorporate very
explicit attention to articulation agreements.
This report was based on the conception that
college students earn degrees through a single
institutional experience. However, it appears
that increasingly students earning bachelor’s
degrees are actually graduating from a differ-
ent institution than where they began. Berheide

observed that sociology likely fits this general
pattern.

Berheide and Carla Howery, Staff Liaison,
discussed some of the issues and challenges
facing sociology and sociologists in commu-
nity colleges. For example, they reported that
faculty typically face significant resource limi-
tations, have heavy teaching loads, are expected
to package sociology for non-majors, rarely
have opportunities to collaborate as equal part-
ners with sociologists at universities, and are
expected to inspire students in ways that fa-
vor solid performance at the BA level. They
noted as well that students who have been his-
torically underrepresented in higher education
rely extensively on community colleges as their
conduit to four-year institutions.

Howery emphasized that key to any discus-
sion of articulation are jurisdictional issues and
whether state authorities will take steps to en-
act changes. Another serious challenge relates
to the sequencing of courses. The central di-
lemma raised by the Liberal Learning report is
how to reconcile the highly desirable sequenc-
ing of sociology courses with the realities of
program resources and student mobility. The
Task Force is concerned with how ASA guide-
lines for the sociology major might be revised
to recognize the pattern of student enrollment
fostered by prevailing articulation agreements.

The final report of the Task Force will offer
specific suggestions for actions external and
internal to the ASA, derived from an assess-
ment of articulation agreements around the
country and a shared commitment to the en-
hancement of undergraduate education in so-
ciology.

International Focus of American Sociology.
Alfonso Latoni, Staff Liaison for the ASA Task
Force on the International Focus of American
Sociology (IFAS), presented a brief overview of
its purpose, major activities, and objectives.
Established by Council in the summer of 1999
to address important issues of the profession
relating to its international dimensions, IFAS
was charged with providing the Association
with a comprehensive review of its international
focus. Latoni indicated that, since last August,
members of the Task Force have been active in
collecting information in three areas: (1) an as-
sessment of the international content of ASA
Annual Meeting Programs, the participation
of persons from outside the U.S. and Canada,
and the international focus of ASA commit-
tees as well as formal relations with other or-
ganizations; (2) a review of ASA teaching ma-
terials so as to assess the international content
of selected ASA syllabi sets; and (3) potential
sources of funding to support travel for inter-
national sociologists to participate in ASA’s
Annual Meeting.

Latoni reported that, since he joined the staff
in the summer, he has been maintaining regu-
lar contacts with especially Michael Micklin,
Task Force Chair, and Cathy Rakowski. Progress
is being made in compiling and analyzing ma-
terials for the final report. He noted that, in

(continued)
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November, a closed listserv was created for
IFAS Task Force members and Staff and Coun-
cil liaisons to facilitate communication.
Rakowski has been able to combine ASA re-
sources with funds from the Rural Sociological
Society, and is preparing the final draft of her
report on the International Focus of ASA Meet-
ings and Committees. Latoni indicated that a
final report should be ready in time for Council
consideration in August.

Current Knowledge on Hate/Bias on Campuses.
Levine, Staff Liaison, reported that over the
course of the 2000-2001 academic year, Task
Force members sent to Chair Leonard Gordon
(Arizona State University) campus research
materials and documents that, along with
other sources, are providing the essential infor-
mation for a full Task Force report. Levine also
noted that, at the request of the 2001 Program
Committee, Gordon, Task Force Chair, and
Valerie Jenness, Task Force member, are orga-
nizing an Annual Meeting special session on
“Hate and Hate-Bias at Colleges and Univer-
sities: Campus and Community Implications.”
At that session, Gordon will summarize the
ASA Task Force report on the state of knowl-
edge on campus hate bias acts in terms of offi-
cial crime data, the extensive sociological re-
search literature on campus hate and bias acts
not taken into account in official data, and
identification of campus programs that ap-
pear to be models for effectively addressing
hate bias. The Task Force plans to provide Coun-
cil with a report prior to the 2001 meeting in
Anaheim.

15. Executive Session

 Council met in Executive Session.

Sunday, February 11, 2001

President Massey convened the Council at
9:05 a.m. He opened by announcing that the
Council had enthusiastically endorsed and
approved the appointment of Executive Of-
ficer Felice Levine for a third five-year contract.

16. Report on ASA Policymaking and Member
Resolutions

Chair Richard Alba presented the report of
the Council Subcommittee on ASA
Policymaking and Resolutions, which provided
recommendations on how the Council should
proceed when possible public policy issues are
raised by members, sections, task forces, or
from Council itself. He briefly summarized the
history of Council action in this area, noting
that this is the second report on this topic. Over
the years, Council has reflected on the criteria
and process whereby it issues statements on
behalf of the Association. In August of 1998, a
Council Subcommittee, chaired by Patricia
Roos, was charged with further review of this
topic. This committee presented a report that
was provisionally adopted by Council in Janu-
ary, 1999, with the expectation that it would
be permanently adopted after a 12-month com-
ment period from the membership. At its meet-
ing in January 2000, however, Council was not

satisfied that it had heard sufficiently from
ASA members, and it extended the life of the
Subcommittee for one year, with Richard Alba
as chair (since Roos’s term on Council was com-
plete).

 In August 1998,Council temporarily sus-
pended use of the guidelines in place for ASA
taking positions on public policy matters out-
side of those that directly relate to sociology as
a discipline or profession and to the business
of ASA. Up until 1998, the policy concerning
public policy statements by the Association
stipulated a process that must be followed to
bring member resolutions before Council. The
key elements of this policy are: (1) Resolutions
can arrive via the business meeting, from ASA
sections and committees, or from individual
ASA members who solicit 50 signatures to ac-
company their requests; (2) resolutions can
come at any time during the year; (3) resolu-
tions should show direct relevance to sociol-
ogy as a discipline or profession or be grounded
in the substantive expertise or knowledge of
the discipline; (4) resolutions must include
documentation to guide Council’s understand-
ing; and (5) resolutions must include specific
suggestions about what Council action is re-
quested.

Since the formal adoption of this policy in
1996 (it was provisionally adopted in 1993),
Council was presented with several proposed
resolutions that led them to seek greater clarity
regarding the sociological basis for the pro-
posed actions. Like the Roos Subcommittee,
the Alba Subcommittee focused on three ques-
tions: (1) What is the range of issues on which
Council should speak (in other words, what is
the proper scope for ASA policy statements)?
(2) What process should Council follow to
evaluate the scientific basis for, and the appro-
priateness of, proposed resolutions and policy
statements? (3) What institutional alternatives
exist for the ASA and its membership to ad-
dress issues of public policy?

Alba reminded Council that, based on the
Roos Subcommittee report, in January 1999,
the then Council had provisionally limited the
range of issues on which Council could issue
policy statements. He emphasized that his
Subcommittee had the opportunity that was
intended in 1999 but, because of other press-
ing matters, was denied to the Roos Subcom-
mittee; namely, to hear directly from ASA mem-
bers during an open forum. With benefit of an
open forum at the 2000 business meeting, the
Alba Subcommittee reached a different con-
clusion—a priori limits should not be placed on
Council’s ability to speak for the Association
on important matters of public policy. This
conclusion does not prevent Council from de-
ciding that statements on a particular policy
topic are inappropriate for the Association (be-
cause, for instance, they are well beyond the
expertise of the discipline or not relevant to it).
But it does raise in turn a difficult question:
How Council can presume to speak on issues
for which Council members may lack the ex-
pertise? Alba noted that the Subcommittee pro-

posed some procedures that Council may fol-
low to assure that its statements on public
policy are solidly anchored in social science
research.

Alba indicated that despite this one impor-
tant difference between the Roos and Alba Sub-
committee reports, the common threads that
link them are far more numerous. Most espe-
cially, both reports argue that ASA should con-
tinue to address issues and craft policies that
promote or protect the well being of the disci-
pline and profession (e.g., research funding,
human subjects protection, intellectual free-
dom in the classroom) or speak to the internal
operations of ASA (e.g., ASA contracting with
businesses that adhere to fair labor practices).
Alba also noted that, since the provisional
adoption of the 1996 policy in 1993, only a
small number of resolutions have been sub-
mitted to Council.

Levine also indicated that the Alba Report
concurs with the Roos Report in emphasizing
that Council resolutions are not the only mecha-
nism provided by the Association for sociolo-
gists to speak to policy issues. She noted that
both reports encourage members to use the
many opportunities provided by the Associa-
tion to address important policy issues with a
sociological lens through the Annual Meeting,
the Publications Program, the Fund for the
Advancement of the Discipline or the ASA’s
Spivack Program in Applied Social Research
and Social Policy.

Alba emphasized that his Subcommittee was
not just returning to the 1996 policy in empha-
sizing that a priori limits should not be placed
on Council’s capacity to craft policy. His Sub-
committee set forth in some detail internal pro-
cedures for Council evaluating resolutions. The
1996 policy provided little guidance to Coun-
cil on how it should go about making judg-
ments. This Subcommittee was recommend-
ing that Council have available procedures
such as the use of expert review panels when
Council needed guidance to assess the suffi-
ciency of the sociological or social science
knowledge sustaining a policy recommenda-
tion. He noted that Council would have the
discretion to determine when it might use such
a review panel, but its availability as an inter-
nal procedure could aid Council with assess-
ing social science findings and data.

Council members responded favorably to this
report and its recommendations. Council
thought the thrust of the report was in line
with bringing resolutions to Council on any
issue while offering Council a sound set of in-
ternal procedures for evaluating resolutions,
Council complimented the hard work of both
the Roos and Alba Subcommittees for tackling
these difficult issues and permitting a sound
policy outcome.

Motion: To approve the report of the Council
Subcommittee on ASA Policymaking and
Resolutions. Carried unanimously.

(continued)
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17. Reports of the Task Forces (continued)

Implications of Assessing Faculty Productivity
and Teaching Effectiveness. Roberta Spalter-Roth,
Staff Liaison, reported that the Task Force is in
the process of examining strategies used for
the assessment of faculty productivity and
teaching effectiveness. The Task Force decided
then that the most practical way to proceed
was to examine particular cases, rather than to
attempt a national survey of trends. The Task
Force also has identified several states where
assessment of productivity has been mandated
by state government. The plan is to contact a
range of differing institutions in three or four
such states and to contact a range of differing
institutions in a comparable number of ‘non-
mandate’ states. Spalter-Roth indicated that,
under the leadership of Chair Peter Meiksins,
the Task Force agreed last August on a set of
issues and questions that will form the focus
of the inquiry. The Task Force plans to begin
contacting institutions and complete the “data
gathering” portion of the project by the end of
March. Meiksins will be presenting findings in
a briefing at the Chair Conference in August. A
final report, modified in response to comments
and additions at the Chair Conference and oth-
erwise, will be completed by the end of 2001.

Task Force on ASA/AAAS Relations. Executive
Officer Levine reported that, under the leader-
ship of Chair Douglas Kincaid, the Task Force
on ASA/AAAS Relations has made consider-
able progress in identifying areas for strength-
ening the relations between ASA and the Ameri-
can Association for the Advancement of Sci-
ences (AAAS) and the place of sociology and
the social and behavioral sciences in AAAS.
The Task Force will offer concrete recommen-
dations to Council on how to enhance ASA’s
presence in AAAS. Levine said that there is
considerable collaboration between ASA and
AAAS in programmatic areas, and that
strengthening the relationship among the mem-
bers and the leadership of both organizations
would be to the benefit of both groups. The
Task Force plans to meet at the AAAS Annual
Meeting in mid-February, including having a
private meeting with Peter Raven, the incom-
ing President of the AAAS. The Task Force will
have a report prepared for Council by August
2001.

Task Force on the Reexamination of the Commit-
tee on Committees and the Committee on Nomina-
tions. Council and Task Force member Berheide
presented a summary of the proposal from the
Task Force and a brief background on what led
to this reexamination. She noted that, in 1997-
98, Council, in an effort to enhance the ASA
committee process and the involvement of
members, had recommended the elimination
of the Committee on Committees (COC) and a
change in the structure of the Committee on
Nominations (CON) that was approved by the
membership. The Committee on Nominations
was modified to eliminate representation by
geographic region and to be smaller in size.
Some members felt there was insufficient op-
portunity to discuss these changes before ASA

members voted their approval. Berheide em-
phasized that, responding to these concerns,
Council decided to create a Task Force. This
Council-initiated Task Force held an open fo-
rum at the 2000 Annual Meeting to hear mem-
bers’ views about the role to be played by a
COC and CON.

The Task Force, chaired by Myra Marx Ferree,
is comprised of Council and non-Council mem-
bers. The purposes of the Task Force are: (1) to
assess whether a committee with responsibili-
ties like the former Committee on Committees
should be reestablished (i.e., with responsibil-
ity for nominating to Council persons to serve
on ASA committees), and, if so, how it should
be constituted; and (2) to assess whether
changes introduced to the Committee on Nomi-
nations in 1998 (relating to regional represen-
tation and size) should be continued or altered.

Berheide reported that the Task Force has
proposed the reestablishment of a modified
Committee on Committees. As set forth in the
Report, the Task Force recommendation is as
follows:

The Committee on Committees shall be com-
posed of eight members each serving two-year
terms. Four are to be elected at-large and four
in seats reserved for specific institutional con-
stituencies (one seat each for members em-
ployed by PhD granting institutions; by MA
and 4-year institutions; by 2-year schools; and
by non-teaching institutions and in self-em-
ployment), with two at-large and two reserved
seats up for election each year.

The Committee on Committees shall be re-
sponsible for making ranked recommendations
to Council for appointments to all Award Se-
lection Committees and Status Committees.
Additionally, the Committee on Committees
shall make ranked recommendations to Coun-
cil for appointments to the Awards Commit-
tee, the Committee on Professional Ethics, and
the at-large portion of the Committee on Sec-
tions. The Committee on Nominations will have
the responsibility of nominating the candidates
for the Committee on Committees.

Council discussed the Task Force proposal.
There was strong support for the change and
consensus that it retained some of the improve-
ments of the initial committee reorganization
while addressing members concerns. Council
members, however, felt that asking members
to vote on this change in the spring, without
adequate time for deliberation, would repro-
duce the situation that was initially unsettling
to members. Accordingly, Council supported
the recommendation of the Task Force and
moved to have it addressed by ballot after the
Annual Meeting.

Motion: To reestablish a new Committee on
Committees with the composition and scope
recommended by the Task Force and to seek
approval of this change in a member referen-
dum after the Annual Meeting. Carried
unanimously.
The Task Force on the Reexamination of COC

and CON requested another year to further
consider the issues involved in the restructur-

ing of the Committee on Nominations. The Task
Force indicated that it intended to hold an-
other open meeting and a working meeting at
the 2001 Annual Meeting and report to Coun-
cil in winter 2002.

Task Force on ASA Journal Diversity. Execu-
tive Officer Levine, ex officio member, provided
a brief overview of the work of the Task Force
on Journal Diversity. This Task Force is under
the aegis of the Publications Committee and is
chaired by Bernice Pescosolido, Chair of the
Publications Committee. Council Member
Carole Marks serves as Task Force Vice Chair.
Levine reviewed for Council that the charge of
the Task Force was to examine issues of diver-
sity, broadly defined, in all ASA journals. This
mandate includes but is not limited to issues
of inclusion regarding different types of socio-
logical work, participation of ASA members,
targeted audiences, mission statements, cur-
rent journal practices, editorial boards, review-
ers, success rates, and types of submissions.
The Task Force is expected first to report to the
Publications Committee with the Publications
Committee reviewing that report and report-
ing to Council in winter 2002.

18. ASA Status Committees

Executive Officer Levine provided a brief
overview of the Status Committees and their
ongoing efforts. She emphasized that it was
important for both Council and staff to work
closely with these committees. She reported
that the open call for volunteers to serve of
these committees produced a roster of candi-
dates that President Massey could draw on for
any necessary appointments.

The Committee on the Status of Women in Soci-
ology. Roberta Spalter-Roth, Staff Liaison, in-
dicated that the Committee’s objectives in 2001
included determining the relevant indicators
needed to monitor the status of women in the
profession, identifying relevant data sets (in-
cluding data from the ASA), and determining
what work needs to be done by the Committee
and what support is required by the ASA to
fulfill its objectives. She described the data
preparation processes in progress and the na-
ture of extant data systems, both from federal
sources and at ASA that are available on soci-
ologists. A report will be completed in 2002.

The Committee on the Status of Racial and Eth-
nic Minorities in Sociology. Alfonso Latoni, Staff
Liaison, and Ross Matsueda, Council Liaison,
provided a brief update on this Committee.
Matsueda indicated he had been in direct com-
munication with members of the Committee
and noted positively the efforts of the Execu-
tive Office to provide information that could
help the Committee in its work. Executive Of-
ficer Levine indicated that she has been work-
ing closely with Verna Keith, Chair of the Com-
mittee, since September, and that she and
Roberta Spalter-Roth, Director of the Research
Program, are in the final stages of constructing
core data sets from the PhD tracking survey
and from the membership survey so that these

(continued)
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this Committee and the Committee on the Sta-
tus of Women in Sociology could have acces-
sible information from ASA (without identify-
ing data). Also, a restricted listserv has been
set up to facilitate communication of the Com-
mittee.

The Committee on the Status of Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual, and Transgendered (GLBT) People in
Sociology. Roberta Spalter-Roth, Staff Liaison,
reported that this Committee has been pro-
ductively addressing its charge in a number of
ways. A progress report by Nancy Whittier,
Chair of the Committee, described the data
gathering for the final report on the status of
sociological research on GLBT issues. The final
report will provide an analysis of publication
of GLBT research in sociological journals, pre-
sentations at ASA meetings, and review of
GLBT books in sociological outlets. The final
report, to be presented to Council in winter
2002, will address changes over time in the
amount of such research as well as any trends
in subject areas in which GLBT research has
been relatively over- or under-represented.

Committee on the Status of Persons with Dis-
abilities in Sociology. Carla Howery, Staff Liai-
son, reported that the work of the Committee
on the Status of Persons with Disabilities in
Sociology is focused in two areas: (1) on facili-
ties and services for disabled at the Annual
Meeting, and (2) how to facilitate the process
of job employment for sociologists with dis-
abilities.

19. Proposals for Task Forces

The Council Subcommittee on Task Forces
reported to Council on its discussion and rec-
ommendations concerning proposals for four
new task forces. (Materials on these proposed
task forces were included in the Council agenda
book received in advance of the meeting.) The
proposals were for a Task Force on the Under-
graduate Sociology Curriculum, Task Force on
the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning in
Sociology, Task Force on Employment in Teach-
ing, and Task Force on ASA Relations with Latin
American and Caribbean Sociology.

Catherine Berheide reported for the Subcom-
mittee. The Subcommittee recommended that
Council establish a Task Force on the Under-
graduate Sociology Curriculum to revise Lib-
eral Learning and the Sociology Major. The Sub-
committee also recommended that, two new
task forces—a Task Force on Contingent Em-
ployment in the Academic Workplace and a
Task Force on Opportunities Beyond Gradu-
ate Education: Postdoctoral Training and Ca-
reer Trajectories— should be created that would
address many of the issues being raised in the
proposal for a Task Force on Employment in
Teaching. The Subcommittee recommended
against Council forming a Task Force on the
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning at this
time since the Association was in the midst of
addressing this issue in a number of ways
through the activities and rethinking within the
Section on Undergraduate Education, the work
of the Task Force on the Articulation of Sociol-

ogy in Two-Year and Four-Year Sociology Pro-
grams, the recent ASA workshop on the Schol-
arship of Teaching and Learning in Sociology,
and the work of the ASA with the Carnegie
Academy for the Scholarship of Teaching and
Learning. The Subcommittee was also less cer-
tain of how Council should proceed with cre-
ating a regionally-based task force to address
international issues, but thought that it might
be premature to do so at this time.

Council discussion focused on the merits of
the specific proposals as well as the broader
issue of assessing the need and criteria for cre-
ating new Task Forces. Council members af-
firmed the importance of task forces as a ve-
hicle for member participation in the Associa-
tion and for addressing important issues on a
timely basis. Council members thought,
though, that work of existing Task Forces with
closely related mandates should be completed
before others are constituted. Council mem-
bers suggested that the proposal for a task
force to establish and consolidate emerging ties
with Latin and Caribbean Sociological Asso-
ciations be discussed with the Task Force on
the International Focus of American Sociology.

Based on the Subcommittee’s recommenda-
tion, Council was inclined to establish three
new task forces as set forth in the proposals
and as modified by the Subcommittee. Coun-
cil reaffirmed the procedure of an open call for
nominations, including self nominations, in
Footnotes for service on any new task force es-
tablished and that these nominations should
be considered by the Council Subcommittee in
making recommendations on composition to
Council. The three task forces under consider-
ation by Council were:

Task Force on the Undergraduate Sociology Cur-
riculum. The purpose of this Task Force is to
undertake a revised and updated edition of
the ASA report Liberal Learning and the Sociol-
ogy Curriculum, published in 1990, which set
forth recommendations for the major. A great
deal of new research on teaching and learning
and many new curricular innovations have oc-
curred over the last decade that should inform
the Task Force’s work. In addition to a focus
on baccalaureate degree granting institutions,
the Task Force will examine the sociology cur-
riculum in community colleges. The Task Force
will present a preliminary report at the Chair
Conference in August 2002. A final report will
be submitted for Council’s consideration at its
winter 2003 meeting.

Task Force on Contingent Employment in the
Academic Workplace. The purpose of this Task
Force is to assess current practices and make
recommendations concerning employment is-
sues related to the teaching of sociology, in-
cluding attention to the preparation of gradu-
ate students to teach, hiring practices, faculty
development, and possible policies on contin-
gent employment (part-time, contractual, and
adjunct appointments). The Task Force will
present a preliminary report at the Chair Con-
ference in August 2002. A final report will be
submitted for Council’s consideration at its

winter 2003 meeting.
Task Force on Opportunities Beyond Graduate

Education: Postdoctoral Training and Career Tra-
jectories. The purpose of this Task Force is to
examine the postdoctoral experience and the
role of postdoctoral opportunities in sociol-
ogy. The Task Force report will assess the na-
ture of the postdoctoral experience, consider
the potential for such training, and make rec-
ommendations on how best to structure and
enhance the postdoctoral experience as inte-
gral to a sociological career. The Task Force will
have an open discussion at the Chair confer-
ence in August 2002 and prepare a report to
Council by August 2003.

Motion: To approve the recommendation of
the Council Subcommittee on Task Forces to
establish three new task forces. Carried (yes,
12; no, 1; absention, 1).

20. Proposal for Candidate Statement or ASA
Elected Offices

Council also considered a proposal from ac-
tive members of the ASA’s Department Re-
sources Group and the Section on Undergradu-
ate Education requesting that all candidates
for ASA President, Vice President, Secretary,
and Council be asked to address the question,
“What are the three most critical issues facing
the discipline?” Those advancing the proposal
indicated that such information would better
inform members about choices among candi-
dates for ASA elected offices. Council mem-
bers appreciated the purpose and potential
value of this proposal. Consistent with the
spirit of this request, Council supported offer-
ing candidates the opportunity to include a
brief statement on issue of concern to ASA and
the discipline. Council members thought that
such statements should be limited to 150
words.

Motion: To amend the election process to
allow each candidate for ASA President, Vice-
President, Secretary, and Council to include
a statement up to 150 words in the biographi-
cal material included in the ASA ballot. Car-
ried (yes, 12; 2 abstentions).

21. Collaboration with Other National Socio-
logical Associations

Council considered a proposal for closer ties
with other national sociological associations
outside the United States. Executive Officer
Levine reported that ASA has been engaged in
a one-year arrangement for reciprocal fees at
member rates for members of the British Socio-
logical Association (BSA), the Australian So-
ciological Association (TASA), and the ASA to
attend each other’s annual meetings at the
member-only rates. Council discussed continu-
ing this policy beyond 2001, as well as the more
general topic of enhancing communication, col-
laboration, and exchange with other national
associations. Council members agreed that
exploring potential ties with the BSA, TASA,
the Latin American Sociological Association
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(LASA) offers new opportunities for ASA and
the discipline.

Motion: To inform ASA members of the
agreement with the BSA and TASA for mem-
ber-only registration rates; to work with other
national associations outside the United
States on collaborations including reciprocal
fees; and to continue to offer international
sociologists member-only Annual Meeting
registration fees. Carried unanimously.

22. 2000 Budget Reports, Analysis, and Re-
view

Secretary Bonner said that, although Coun-
cil had approved a modest deficit budget for
the 2000 year, some key areas of revenue were
higher than anticipated, and a surplus is pro-
jected. Council reviewed the 2000 budget re-
port and affirmed that some unanticipated
areas of revenue and wise spending have pro-
duced a positive financial picture for 2000.

23. 2001 Proposed Budget

Secretary Bonner provided a brief summary
of the proposed 2001 budget as recommended
by EOB. She noted that that, while the 2001
budget is again a deficit request, it is modest
($59,552 after depreciation) and lower than
last year. From a management and cost ac-
counting perspective, the excess of expenses
over revenue is approximately 1.4 percent of
the overall revenue. Bonner emphasized that a
deficit of slightly more than one percent is mini-
mal and well within acceptable budgeting prac-
tices on an operating budget of $4.3 million.

 Bonner reminded Council that the proposed
budget is conservative in income and expendi-
ture projections. Through careful monitoring
of each, the Association has been able to return
positive revenue. Bonner noted that, because
of the absence of the COLA dues increase for
2001 (reducing membership revenue by about
$30,000) and the expenditures relating to the
implementation of a new membership data-
base and management system, every budget
item was scrutinized closely in crafting the pro-
posed budget.

Motion: To approve the 2001 proposed bud-
get, including allocations from the Rose and
Spivack Funds. Carried unanimously.

24. ASA Program Reports

 Minority Affairs Program (MAP). Alfonso
Latoni, the Director of Minority Affairs, sum-
marized recent Program highlights. He empha-
sized the importance of the renewal award of
$2.7 million from the National Institute of Men-
tal Health (NIMH) for the Minority Fellowship
Program. He indicated that the new award
became effective August 1, 2000. Currently,
26 Fellows are supported under the NIMH
grant. Also, effective August 1, 2000, MFP
Fellows supported by the NIMH Training grant
receive a stipend award of $15,060 per year.

Latoni also described several new initiatives
to be undertaken as part of the MFP grant,
including (1) orientation training in the sociol-

ogy of mental health for incoming Fellows, (2)
workshops for mentors of MFP Fellows, and
(3) joint workshops with the American Psy-
chological Association to foster connections be-
tween the work being undertaken by MFP Fel-
lows in these two fields. He also emphasized
that the Proposal Development Workshop and
the Summer Research Initiative, which seeks to
place Fellows at sites with major ongoing stud-
ies in mental health, will again be supported
this year. Also, the MFP Program will fund
Fellows to present research and attend regional
sociological and professional meetings during
the spring.

Latoni reported that the MFP Program was
represented at the NIMH-sponsored “Career
Opportunities in Research Education and
Training Colloquium” held on November 16-
19, 2000 in Washington D.C. Students from 22
predominantly undergraduate and minority in-
stitutions throughout the nation and Puerto
Rico, along with their mentors, attended the
conference, which is intended to provide a na-
tional form for students to interact with their
peers and senior scientists on a professional
level. Latoni and Keisha Jones, MFP Program
Assistant, staffed the ASA booth at the
Conference’s “Career Fair” during two of the
three days of the meeting. Executive Officer
Levine and Latoni participated in a session on
“Training Opportunities for Graduate and Un-
dergraduate Students,” and Robert Peralta,
currently a fourth-year MFP Fellow at the Uni-
versity of Delaware, presented a paper at the
conference about his experiences as a minority
graduate student in the sociology of mental
health and the value of ASA’s Minority Fellow-
ship Program in enhancing his graduate train-
ing.

Latoni also reported on the Minority Oppor-
tunities through School Transformation
(MOST) Program. Carla Howery, Felice Levine,
Havidan Rodriguez, and Alfonso Latoni are
actively participating in the planning, devel-
opment, and implementation phases of this
program. This initiative is a joint effort of the
Minority Affairs Program and the Academic
and Professional Affairs Program (APAP). The
MOST Program, funded by the Ford Founda-
tion has engaged undergraduate and PhD-con-
ferring sociology departments in working on
issues of mentoring, curriculum transforma-
tion, research training, climate, and minority
recruitment and retention. The national MOST
team is continuously undertaking site visits at
the twelve sites, and ASA staff continues to
visit MOST institutions to work with the entire
department on MOST goals. Each active de-
partment has had a visit at least once every
two years, by two members of the MOST teams.

The national MOST team is also working in
collaboration with Dr. William Frey, University
of Michigan, on incorporating Social Science
Data Analysis into the curriculum as part of
the building research-based skills in all stu-
dents. The goal in working with MOST depart-
ments is to build the elements of research train-
ing into introductory courses and to help fac-

ulty department-wide to do so. MOST depart-
ments at Texas A&M University, University of
Texas-El Paso, and the University of Califor-
nia-Santa Barbara are current participants,
with similar training anticipated in at least one
other MOST department.

The 2001 MOST Chairs and Coordinators
Conference will be held on May 18-20, 2001 in
Washington DC. This year’s Conference involves
planning and preparing for the 2002 MOST
Capstone Conference and Report. Since the
MOST Program as an experiment in depart-
mental change will formally conclude in 2002,
an assessment has already begun in order to be
in a position to report on what has been
achieved and to articulate strategies for change
that can be transported to other departments.

The Academic and Professional Affairs Program.
Carla Howery presented highlights of the Aca-
demic and Professional Affairs Program
(APAP). She noted that this program contin-
ues to focus on advancing the discipline
through work with academic departments at
all types of institutions, with special collabo-
ration with department chairs. This year’s pri-
orities include collaboration with the Minority
Affairs Program on training and curriculum
transformation in MOST departments, the Pre-
paring Future Faculty (PFF) initiative, and a
book on the Peer Review of Teaching and Sociol-
ogy.

The book on peer review of teaching received
initial support from the Carnegie Foundation
for the Advancement of Teaching and Learn-
ing. Led by Howery as primary author and
editor, the project involves a team of sociolo-
gists who are drawing together empirical work
and useful advice on how to use peer review of
teaching for formative and summative pro-
cesses. Based on an anonymous gift to the
Council of Graduate Schools and the Ameri-
can Association of Colleges and Universities,
the Preparing Future Faculty (PFF) initiative
involves six disciplines, including sociology.
ASA and the other disciplinary associations
are working with departments to develop mod-
els for preparing future faculty, especially in
terms of teaching preparation. The four sociol-
ogy departments competitively selected are:
North Carolina State University, Texas A&M
University, University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
and Indiana University.

Howery also described work in progress re-
sulting from the workshop on the Scholarship
of Teaching and Learning in Sociology held from
July 20-23 2000 at James Madison University.
With support from the Carnegie Academy for
the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning and
James Madison University, 48 sociologists met
to discuss “what we know” and “what we
need to know” on six topics: teaching and learn-
ing styles, assessment of faculty, use of tech-
nology in teaching, curriculum, community
academic partnerships, and the institutional
context. Monograph summarizing the work of
each of these groups are being prepared, and it
is anticipated that some will be published.

(continued)
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Howery also reported progress on the col-
laboration with the Carnegie Academy in other
areas. All nine Carnegie sociology scholars are
completing their projects. The Carnegie Acad-
emy seeks to work with disciplinary associa-
tions to maximize the impact of the scholar’s
work, to disseminate scholarship on teaching
and learning, and to identify disciplinary cul-
ture that pertains to this work. ASA has been
invited to write a chapter on disciplinary tradi-
tions in teaching sociology.

Outreach and collaboration with aligned as-
sociations continues in this arena. Levine and
Howery are working with the Council for Un-
dergraduate Research (CUR) to include more
sociologists as members, and more sociologi-
cal research in their publications and meetings.
APAP initiatives are also well represented at
the 2001 regional sociology meetings—with
panels on peer review, preparing future fac-
ulty, and chair leadership at most of the meet-
ings.

Spivack Program on Applied Social Research and
Social Policy. Levine and Howery provided an
overview of Spivack Program highlights. On
September 25, 2000, ASA sponsored a semi-
nar on How Neighborhoods Matter: the Value of
Investing at the Local Level. The briefing fea-
tured presentations by Robert Sampson, Gre-
gory Squires, and Min Zhou, with Troy Duster
serving as moderator. The publication from this
seminar will be available as part of ASA’s Is-
sues Series in the spring of 2001. Congressional
seminars will continue in 2001. Topics under
consideration include homelessness, dispari-
ties across institutions, and school/work tran-
sitions.

Levine indicated that a key activity of the
Spivack Program in 2001 is the project on race.
Spalter-Roth and Levine who developed and
brought the initial effort to fruition, have been
considering the best strategies for ensuring a
contribution that reaches wide audiences and
yet does service to the extensive writing and
research already done. Further attention to this
effort comes at a good time as the ASA is also
launching a Task Force on an ASA Statement
on Race in 2001.

Howery noted that, through the Spivack Pro-
gram, the ASA also encourages sociologists to
become more involved in the application of
sociological knowledge. She emphasized that
particularly the Community Action Research
Initiative, the Congressional Fellowship, and
the AAAS-ASA Media Fellowship are directed
to that end.

Research Program on the Discipline and Profes-
sion. Roberta Spalter-Roth summarized key
activities in the Research Program on the Disci-
pline and Profession. The ASA, with 14 other
professional societies, conducted a
multidisciplinary survey of labor market ex-
periences of new PhDs in 1997-98, which has
produced a database from which several re-
search briefs and a number of presentations
have resulted. A public use data file from the
tracking survey has been extracted. ASA pro-
vided a report on available primary and sec-

ondary data and is in the process of creating
data sets for the Committee on the Status of
Women in Sociology and the Committee on the
Status of Racial and Ethnic Minorities in Soci-
ology.

Spalter-Roth said that the Research Program
also anticipates conducting a survey of de-
partments in the fall of 2001. She noted that
data on ASA members is primarily generated
from information provided on membership
from the NOAH database. The Research Pro-
gram also seeks to use effectively secondary
data available from other sources in order to
provide information on the discipline and on
the profession.

Spalter-Roth also described efforts to increase
the dissemination of data and findings from
the Research Program in a variety of formats
and venues, especially on the ASA website.
Research materials are also disseminated
through Footnotes; through presentations to de-
partment chairs and graduate directors, at re-
gional and Annual Meeting workshops, and at
other professional societies and conferences;
and through research briefs. Two research briefs
have been published. A third brief tentatively
titled “Opportunity for U.S. Minorities at Three
Stages in the Sociology Pipeline,” is in the final
stages of editing and will be published soon.

Fund for the Advancement of the Discipline
(FAD). Levine and Spalter-Roth provided an
update on the Fund for the Advancement of
the Discipline (FAD). FAD, a small grants pro-
gram, jointly funded by the ASA and the Soci-
ology Program of the National Science Foun-
dation (NSF), provides a maximum of $5,000
per award (soon to be increased to a maxi-
mum of $7,000) for launching ground break-
ing sociological research or for developing new
networks of scientific collaboration. The FAD
has two submission cycles each year (in De-
cember and June). For the December 2000
round, there were 20 applications.

Since the last Council meeting, ASA submit-
ted a $165,000 grant renewal proposal for an-
other three years of FAD funding. As Levine
noted to Council in her Executive Officer re-
port, she has received informal word that the
proposal will be fully funded. Spalter-Roth also
indicated that, as reported to Council in Au-
gust, ASA received a supplemental grant to
FAD from the NSF Sociology Program to hold
a two-day working conference in spring 2001
with 15-18 scholars entitled “Toward a Sociol-
ogy of Sociology: A Research Agenda for the
21st Century.” The purpose of the conference is
to assess what we know, to map promising
issues for future research, and to stimulate the
sociological community across relevant sub-
fields to pursue research on the sociology of
social science.

Public Affairs and Public Information. Execu-
tive Officer Levine gave an overview of recent
public affairs and public information activi-
ties. She indicated that she had discussed some
of these activities in her Executive Officer re-
port. She noted that ASA had provided testi-
mony before the National Human Research Pro-

tection Advisory Committee in December and
before the Institute of Medicine’s Committee
for Assessing the System for Protection of
Human Subjects in January. Levine also de-
scribed ongoing collaborative work with other
scientific and learned societies—especially as
a member of the Executive Committee of the
Consortium of Social Science Association
(COSSA) and the Board of the National Hu-
manities Alliance. She indicated as well that
the ASA, the Population Association of Ameri-
can, and the American Statistical Association
work closely together on the Decennial Census
Advisory Committee—bringing social science
expertise to this important group and to this
key data source.

Levine also briefly summarized public infor-
mation activities in the Executive Office. ASA
staff routinely handles calls by the media on
topics where the perspectives and knowledge
of sociologists are being sought. She noted that
ASA also issues press releases on ASA activi-
ties, events, and presentations. Levine also de-
scribed the excellent response to the press brief-
ings at the 2000 Annual Meeting— particu-
larly to “Cyberspace and Everyday Life” with
Barry Wellman, Keith Hampton, and Marc
Smith held on August 12, 2000. Dozens of
stories were published and continue to be pub-
lished all around the world on that briefing
and the work of Wellman and his colleagues.
Considerable attention has also been placed
this fall on disseminating and promoting ASA
journal publications as they are issued.

25. New Business

There were no other items of new business
raised by Council.

The meeting adjourned at 1:25 p.m.


