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When looking at sociology faculty salaries in actual (or current) dollars they appear to have steadily risen over the past 
10 years. Have these increases been enough to keep up with inflation? The dotted lines in the figures below represent 
inflation-adjusted dollars and demonstrate that salaries have mostly kept up with inflation from year to year. Over the 
entire period examined there has been a slight increase. Assistant professors’ inflation adjusted salaries increased by 
1.9 percent, associate professors saw a 1.3 percent increase, and full professors’ salaries increased by 1.5 percent. 

Notes: Full-time faculty in 4-year institutions; ‘Adjusted Dollars’ were calculated using the 2016 Consumer Price Index. 

Source: College and University Professional Association for Human Resources. Faculty in Higher Education Salary Survey  
for Four-Year Colleges and Universities (formerly the National Faculty Salary Survey), 2003-2017. Analysis by ASA.
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SALARIES IN SOCIOLOGY: FACULTY SALARIES KEEPING UP WITH INFLATION

Full Professors

2008–092007–08 2009–10 2010–11 2011–12 2012–13 2013–14 2014–15 2015–16 2016–17

87,938 89,808 91,406 91,994 92,436
95,052

97,896 100,020 101,256
103,326

101,792 100,113 102,258 101,255
98,628 99,363 100,859 101,402 102,533 103,326

Associate Professors

2008–092007–08 2009–10 2010–11 2011–12 2012–13 2013–14 2014–15 2015–16 2016–17

74,955 74,621 75,397 74,615 74,217 73,625 74,128 74,121 75,463 75,956

64,788 66,940 67,396 67,791 69,558 70,431 71,951 73,111 74,523 75,956

Assistant Professors

2008–092007–08 2009–10 2010–11 2011–12 2012–13 2013–14 2014–15 2015–16 2016–17

53,844 55,348 55,930 56,572 57,629 58,779 59,672 61,048 61,734 63,520

62,327 61,699 62,570 62,267 61,489 61,445 61,478 61,892 63,000 63,520


